WEST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 2 DECEMBER 2010, 7.30PM
IN THE GILES ROOM, WEST LAVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
                                                   MINUTES
                                                                    ACTION
Present: 
Councillors: Mr M Wadman (Chairman); Mrs J Collins; Mrs E Evans; Mrs J Ford; Miss B Green; Mr T Jones; Mr M Page; Mr R. Gamble [WC].
Apologies: Councillors: Mrs M Diccox; Mr K Dyer;  
Also present: Mr P Baxter (Clerk)






10/11/110
Declarations of interest
There were none.

10/11/111
Minutes of the last meeting of the Council

Members agreed the Minutes, and they were signed by the Chairman.

10/11/112
Matters arising from those Minutes

The Chairman announced that Mrs P Watts had resigned her position as Councillor. The Clerk was asked to commence the vacancy process.

The Chairman also announced that Mr M May had come forward in respect of Mr Wilmott’s vacancy. The Council noted that Mr May met the eligibility criteria, and agreed that he should be formally co-opted at its next meeting.
10/11/113
Wiltshire Councillor’s report

Cllr Gamble reported that scheduled repairs to the interactive signs at Church Street would be delayed in the inclement weather. The Stage Post planning issue remained in hand, and he noted the opportunity for this Council after its Speedwatch data analysis. Cllr Gamble summarised Wiltshire Council’s budget position, and the possible threat to services, in particular rural bus routes.
10/11/114
Wiltshire Police report


In the absence of a police representative, no report made.

10/11/115
Report of the Footpaths Working Group

FP15 – there continues to be evidence of horses being passed through the new kissing gate. The Byways Officer is to be notified and physical barriers considered.


FP41 – Cllr Ford has asked the Byways Officer to examine the sight lines as it emerges onto a roadway, and a response is awaited
10/11/116 Twinning Association – street signs

Mr Page reported that he now had costings for the signs that the Council had approved at its last meeting subject to those costs being known (minute 10/11/103 refers). Mr Page reported that Wiltshire Council would supply and fix the signs at a 50% subsidy in view of the condition of the current signs, leaving a charge of £851.29. The Council agreed to this cost, for next year’s budget, and asked the Clerk to progress the matter.

10/11/117 Budget 2011/12

The Chairman introduced a discussion on two revised budget proposals circulated with the agenda papers. Having noted some revisions for insurances, caused by additional liabilities once the senior playground equipment is installed, and added capacity for works to footpaths, Mr Page proposed and Miss Green seconded, with all agreed that budget Revision 1 (totalling £20200) be approved in outline, subject to profile refinement and allocation of grants at a later meeting. Members noted that a decision on the precept required to fund this budget would be required at their next meeting in January.
10/11/118
Reports from representatives


Devizes Area Board: Mr Dyer’s report is to be circulated by email.

Primary school: Mrs Evans reported a request from the school for a larger sign at the junction of Sandfield. Advice was given that contact should be made with Wiltshire Council to establish options. The Travel Plan had been reviewed, with several innovative methods of marshalling pedestrian traffic into school described. There are still persistent drivers that are not using the car park for dropping off and collections. The Council did not support a proposal for paving slabs near the car park entrance for a pedestrian waiting area.
Dauntsey’s School: No report received.
Village Hall:  An Area Board Grant bid had been successful, for the costs of stripping and re-sealing the Hall floor. Outside security lighting was in hand.
Youth Club: The presentation to Members of three parish councils on 22 November was noted, and responses awaited as to grant availability.

Neighbourhood Watch: Nothing to report.

Emergency Planning: Mr Jones reported that Wiltshire Council had re-printed advice to householders in the event of an emergency. Mr Jones clarified that this was not to be taken as community-wide guidance for emergency planning. Mr Jones also reported that Wiltshire Council were offering for sale quantities of gel-sacs for flood protection, for Parish Councils to either buy themselves, or on behalf of property owners. The Clerk was asked to investigate further.

Twinning Association: Mr Page reported the next visit to France on 8/9 July 2011.


Junior Playground: Mrs Evans reported that the logs would soon require replacement, but were serviceable for now.
10/11/119
Planning matters


The Clerk reported his attendance at a Planning ‘material considerations’ training event on 22 November, the handout being placed into circulation.


The Clerk reported one decision had been notified by Wiltshire Council:


E/10/1354/TCA 137 High Street, Littleton Panell, Tree works approved.

The Chairman reported that one Listed Building Consent and Planning Application had been received in the time between meetings:


E/10/1452/FUL and E/10/1453/LBC, Littleton House, High Street, Littleton Panell.

 
In supporting the applications the Members reviewing them wished to commend their quality, and welcomed the investment being made by the new owners in such an important and historic building for the parish. All agreed and a summary was placed on circulation.
10/11/120 Website

The Clerk reported that since the last meeting further consideration of the user-friendly nature of the agreed domain name had prompted him to recommend an alternative. Members agreed to adopt ‘westlavington.info’ as the domain name, at a cost of £1.16 (inc. VAT).

10/11/121
Disbursements

The following were approved for payment:


F Coles (bins)                                                                           50.00


D Coxhead (Closed Burial Ground maintenance)         1245.50

M Wadman (refreshments)                                                  18.56
10/11/122
Correspondence and circulars received


That not dealt with at the meeting was placed on circulation for observations.

10/11/123
Date of next meeting


The next meeting will be 6 January 2011 at 7.30pm, in the Giles Room, Village Hall.

10/11/124
Items of Maintenance

Members agreed to consider how spare supplies of road salt may be stored, if acquired from Wiltshire Council.

The Parish Steward Scheme was discussed. The Clerk was asked to establish what can be expected from this service.
10/11/125
Key Messages


After discussion, Members agreed that an article should be placed in ‘News and Views’ magazine for the February issue on the precept, and likewise in the Herald and Gazette newspaper.
10/11/126 Confidential item

The Chairman proposed, and all agreed, the following resolution:

a) That under Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following items on the Agenda as they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part I of Schedule 12A of the 1972 Act, and 

(b)That the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosure for the following reasons:-


Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the Authority holding that information).
The public interest in seeking this exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosure because of the need to protect the interests of third parties.


There were no members of the public or press present.

10/11/127 Grounds Maintenance

The Chairman introduced a paper reporting the joint procurement process for letting a common Grounds Maintenance contract, in partnership with Market Lavington Parish Council. With additional advice from the Clerk, and having considered the tenders, the Council agreed the recommendation to place its business with Wiltshire Council, subject to Market Lavington Parish Council agreeing the same recommendation. This matter would remain confidential until such time as that Council had considered the matter (due on 21 December).
The meeting closed at 9.35 pm
Signed………………………………………………………………. (Chairman)  6 January 2011
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