Minutes of the Meeting of West Lavington Parish Council held on Thursday 3RD JUNE 2010 at 7.30 pm at the Village Hall, West Lavington.
Present: 
Councillors: Mr M Wadman (Chairman); Mr M Page; Mrs J Ford; Mr K Dyer; Mrs M Diccox; Mrs E Evans; Mrs P Watts; Mrs J Collins; 
Also present:
County Councillor R Gamble; Mr P Baxter; Mr R Freeman; Mr Haste (Clerk).
Apologies:
Councillors: Mr T Jones; Miss B Green;
.

10/11/022
Declarations of Interest


Mr Page indicated that he had a personal interest in a planning item (see below).
10/11/023
Police Report


PCSO Lucy Sainsbury spoke to this item. She reported an incident in the Costcutters shop which had taken place the previous day. A man had been arrested and charged. PCSO Sainsbury also requested increased attention to those living alone and others who might be considered vulnerable as there had been another outbreak of “distraction burglaries” in the Marlborough area.

Members requested police attention to the problem of cars in the vicinity of the primary school at both morning and afternoon peak times.
10/11/024
Minutes of the Previous Meeting


The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved with one amendment. They were then signed by the Chairman.

10/11/025
Matters arising

There were none on this occasion.
10/11/026
County Councillor’s Report
County Councillor Richard Gamble reported that he had requested attention to the working of the lights on the bends by the church. He also suggested that the Council write to Wiltshire Council to identify possible minor housing sites within the village. Members agreed to this proposal, identifying the Stage Post and the old filling station as possible sites.  
10/11/027
Children’s Playground Maintenance Report
Mrs Evans reported that the proposal to remove the “logs” in the playground had proved too difficult because of the depth of the base. The Chairman suggested a site meeting after the current meeting had finished.
Mr Page confirmed that in his opinion the “Witches Hat” equipment was defective. The Clerk has written to the suppliers and will take up this matter again. 

10/11/028
Footpath Report
Mrs Ford reported that as a result of her enquiries concerning FP 15 the landowners had agreed to lock the gate to prevent access by horses. Members favour a kissing gate (preferably one accessible by pushchairs) at this point. 
10/11/029
Equipment for Older Children.
The Chairman invited Mr Freeman to speak on this subject. He explained the nature of the equipment and the proposed site(s). After his departure members agreed to the siting of the equipment. The Clerk emphasised that he would need written details of the equipment at the next meeting of the Council in order to ensure that it was properly insured before the equipment was taken into use. Mrs Watts agreed to liaise with the Youth Club on this matter. 
10/11/30
Reports from Representatives

(a) Devizes Area Forum –  Mr Dyer reported on the recent meeting which he had attended. He agreed to circulate the papers he had obtained to members. He also reported that a public meeting on the NHS proposals would be held at the Corn Exchange on 30th June. 
(b) Primary School – Mrs Evans reported that people were still worried about the bad driving behaviour of certain parents in the vicinity of the school. The police have promised attention.
(c) Dauntsey’s School – The Chairman read from Major Matters’ report, a copy of which will be filed with these minutes. At the suggestion of Mrs Evans the Clerk was instructed to write to express the appreciation of residents for the access being afforded to the various amenities provided by the School. 
(d) Village Hall – Mrs Ford reported that the AGM would be held on 8th June.
(e) Youth Club –  Mrs Watts asked for support for the proposed Open Gardens event which was intended to raise funds for the opening of the Club during the summer holidays.
(f) Neighbourhood Watch –  Mrs Collins had already covered this subject in the “police report”.
(g) Emergency Planning – In the absence of Mr Jones there was no report on this occasion.
(h) Twinning Project – Mr Page reported on the signing of the twinning project at St Pierre on 11th May.
 10/11/31
Planning Matters



The following decisions were noted:

(a) E/10/0477/TCA – permission for tree work at 1 Duck Street
(b) E/10/0478/TCA – permission for tree work at 1A Pagnell Lane

The following new applications were considered (Mr Page declaring an interest in items (a) and (b)):

(a) E/10/0671/FUL – an application for a rear conservatory at 1A Pagnell Lane. There were no objections.
(b) E/10/0571/FUL – an application for new garden walls and steps at 1A Pagnell Lane. There were no objections.

(c) E/10/0676/TCA – for tree work at 44 High Street, WL. There were no objections.

(d) E/10/0619/TCA – for tree work at 25 High Street, LP. There were no objections.

10/11/32
Accounts for Payment



The following were approved for payment:

(a) Clerk’s expenses (as approved) - £207.82p
(b) F Coles (itemised invoice) - £290
(c) F Coles (itemised invoice) - £410

(d) Chairman’s expenses (for APM) - £25.61p

(e) Community First Subscription - £36

(f) Clerk’s salary (3 months) - £280

(g) D/Clerk’s salary (3 months) - £280

10/11/033
Date of next meeting
This was set for Thursday 1st July 2010.
10/11/034
Appointment of new Clerk
The Chairman reported that the committee appointed to select the new Clerk had unanimously recommended that Mr Peter Baxter be offered the post. After further discussion it was proposed by Mr Page, seconded by Mrs Evans that the post of Clerk be offered to Mr Baxter from 1st September 2010 on the basis of 7 hours per week and on the National Conditions of service. This motion was agreed unanimously.
It was also agreed that the Clerk’s hours would be reviewed at the end of a 12 month period (commencing 1st September 2010). The Deputy Clerk will retire on 1st July 2010 and from that date to 31st August Mr Baxter will act as Deputy Clerk on the existing salary and conditions of service. During that period he will notify all contacts of the change of office holder and be responsible for preparing the agenda for the September meeting.  Mr Haste will continue in office until 31st August 2010 and will deal with the July meeting and its outcomes. 

10/11/035
Correspondence

Items not discussed at the meeting were circulated to members via the envelopes, with the exception of the following:
(a) A letter from Wiltshire Council offering to erect a sign indicating both the primary school and the village hall at the entrance to Sandfield from the A360 at a cost of £140.87. Members approved the design and the Clerk will respond. He will also write to the School Governors concerning their offer to share this cost.

(b) The Chairman reported receipt of a letter from the rector inviting members to a service to be held at the Millenium Cross on 20th June. The Chairman will respond.

10/11/036
Future of the Village Post office
The Chairman reported that the new owner of Costcutters had expressed an interest in re-opening the post office facility.
10/11/037
The War Memorial
The Clerk had nothing to report on this occasion.
10/11/038
Items of Maintenance

(a) The Chairman asked for suggestions for jobs for the Parish Steward. 
(b) The Clerk reported that the telephone box at the crossroads appeared to be unusable, even for emergency calls. 

(c) Mrs Diccox raised a query concerning the site of a bus stop in Lavington Lane. Councillor Gamble offered to investigate.

(d) Mrs Watts reported a complaint of rubbish accumulating at the Stage Post.

. 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.15 pm
Signed…………………………………………
Date………………..2010
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