WEST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 7 APRIL 2011, 7.30PM
IN THE GILES ROOM, WEST LAVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
                                                   MINUTES
                                                                       ACTION
Present: 
Councillors: Mr M Wadman (Chairman); Mrs J Collins; Mrs M Diccox; Mr K Dyer; Mrs E Evans; Mrs J Ford; Mrs J Lee; Mr M May; Mr M Page; 
Apologies:  Councillors: Miss B Green; Mr T Jones; Mr R. Gamble. 
Also present: Mr P Baxter (Clerk).






11/12/001
Declarations of interest
Mr May declared a non-prejudicial interest in the item concerning the Youth Club underlease, as he is one of the Trustees signing as Tenant.
11/12/002
Minutes of the last meeting of the Council

Members agreed the Minutes, and they were signed by the Chairman.

11/12/003
Matters arising from those Minutes

The Chairman advised that a meeting had been arranged, for himself and the Clerk, at the invitation of the Chair and the Manager of the Area Board, for 27 April at 7.30pm. Members were invited to join the session.
11/12/004
Wiltshire Councillor’s report

In the absence of Mr Gamble, the Chairman read from a written report appended to these Minutes.
11/12/005
Wiltshire Police report

PCSO Marno attended, and reported that anti-social behaviour was down, but that notices had been prepared for the playing fields to deter future incidences. Upon questioning, the PCSO was asked to note the continued inappropriate use of mini-moto bikes on rights of way, and to consider how foot patrols may be the source of additional intelligence and public confidence. PCSO Marno responded with an explanation of patrolling strategy set against available resources, and encouraged the use of the non-emergency number 0845 408 7000 to get reports to local patrol resources.
11/12/006 Footpaths Working group report

Mrs Ford reported that the hedgerow adjacent to the Primary School had been cut back, and that no further contact had been received from the Rights of Way Officer concerning FP3.


Mr Page explained that he had been contacted by a neighbour, complaining about the path obstruction and state of repair of the stile on FP3, having had no satisfaction from approaching Wiltshire Council directly. The Council asked the Clerk to make approaches to the Rights of Way Officer and the Area Board Manager, to seek resolution to the matter. Mrs Lee also undertook to contact the land agent responsible for the tenanted farmland.
11/12/007
2010/11 Accounts

The Clerk presented the unaudited accounts for the previous financial year, appended to these Minutes. In response to a question from Mr May, the Clerk explained the Reserves policy. Proposed by Mr Dyer, seconded by Mrs Ford and all agreed to accept the accounts, subject to internal audit.
11/12/008
West Lavington Youth Club underlease


Mr May repeated his declaration. The Clerk reported receipt of the proposed underlease, between the Council and the Youth Club for the use of the ‘extension’ building. The underlease was signed by the Chairman and Vice Chairman, witnessed by the Clerk, in accordance with Standing Orders.

11/12/009
The use of email to send meeting summons

The Clerk explained that unless agreed to the contrary, meeting summons should be sent by post, to be lawfully served. By making a variation to Standing Orders (see Minute 11/12/011), as per the national Model, it can be resolved that summons can be transmitted by email, and remain lawfully served. All agreed that meeting summons may be sent by email, subject to judgement being exercised by the Clerk on the size of accompanying papers.
11/12/010
The creation of email addresses for Councillors

The Clerk advised that the new website service included the capacity to create email addresses using the parish domain name, and that such an address can forward messages to Councillors’ personal accounts. The Clerk explained how responses to messages received may be processed. All agreed that a suite of new addresses should be created, and published for public use.
11/12/011

Standing Orders and Financial Regulations

The Clerk introduced draft copies of revised Standing Orders and Financial Regulations, prepared in accordance with national Models. The Clerk explained the significant variations, the mandatory clauses, and the choices available to the Council. Proposed by Mrs Diccox, seconded by Mrs Evans and all agreed that the drafts be adopted as tabled. The Clerk explained that in accordance with current Standing Orders, these changes would stand adjourned until the next meeting, which would be the Annual Meeting.
11/12/012

Reports of representatives

Devizes Area Board: There was no report made.

Primary school: Mrs Evans reported that the school had approved expenditure on replacing direction signage to the school, that the Breakfast Club finances were being reviewed, an Ofsted inspection was scheduled for 2012/13, and that both coffee mornings and parents lunches were going well.
Dauntsey’s School: The Chairman read from Maj. Matters’ report, appended to these Minutes.
Village Hall: Mrs Ford reported that accounts had been audited in preparation for the AGM, that a contribution of £100 had been made to the Parish Council towards the cost of providing the waste bin collection service, and that new hirers’ terms and conditions were being prepared. A new website remains in development, and the piano was for disposal.
Youth Club: Mr May thanked the parish councils that had supported the Club by grant, explaining the opening hours now available as a result. New membership is being encouraged. The use of the field for archery lessons was explained, and the council agreed that it should be closed for safety purposes during these sessions. The Club is providing appropriate signage.

Neighbourhood Watch: No report received.


Emergency Planning: No report received.

Twinning Association: Mr Page reported that some of the replacement signs had been installed, and that one remained outstanding.

Junior Playground: This standing item will now be removed, as the Playgrounds Advisory Committee becomes established. 

Village Care & Link: Mr Page reported that new drivers were being sought, willing to make longer trips. Funding is healthy, with a revised constitution embracing a recent name-change. A large recruitment event is planned for the near future.
11/12/013
Planning matters



The Clerk reported one request from the Planning Authority for observations in respect of lawful use of land for a domestic garden, at 52 High Street, Littleton Panell. There were no observations to make.
11/12/014
Annual Parish Meeting


The Chairman noted that a date needed to be set for this meeting. Thursday 19 May at 7.30pm was agreed. The Chairman also proposed an invitation be made to the ‘Help for Heroes’ charity to attend as guest speaker. All agreed, and the Clerk was asked to make the arrangements.
11/12/015
Disbursements

The following were approved for payment:


M Wadman (car park surface repair materials)                                   27.60

Clerk’s expenses                                                                                        75.40

The Clerk explained the new arrangements necessary for paying salary, HMRC having required a payroll system to be established. A revised bankers Standing Order mandate was signed by the Chairman and Vice Chairman.

11/12/016
Correspondence and circulars received


That not dealt with at the meeting was placed on circulation for observations.
11/12/017
Date of next meeting


The next meeting will be the Annual Meeting on 5 May 2011 at 7.30pm, in the Giles Room, Village Hall.

11/12/018
Items of Maintenance

The Clerk advised that a map of street lighting had been received, and that he would undertake a preliminary survey with regard to proposals for switching some off at night.
11/12/019
Key Messages


After discussion, Members agreed that mention should be made again in ‘News and Views’ magazine and on the website of the proposed initiative to turn off some street lighting at night. The Annual Parish Meeting should also be advertised.
The meeting closed at 9.10 pm
Signed………………………………………………………………. (Chairman)  5 May 2011
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