WEST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 3 FEBRUARY 2011, 7.30PM
IN THE GILES ROOM, WEST LAVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
                                                   MINUTES
                                                                    ACTION
Present: 
Councillors: Mr M Wadman (Chairman); Mrs M Diccox; Mr K Dyer; Mrs J Ford; Miss B Green; Mr M Page; Mr R. Gamble [WC – for part].
Apologies:  Councillors: Mrs J Collins; Mrs E Evans; Mr T Jones; Mr M May. 
Also present: Mr P Baxter (Clerk).






10/11/143
Declarations of interest
There were none.

10/11/144
Minutes of the last meeting of the Council

Members agreed the Minutes, and they were signed by the Chairman.

10/11/145
Matters arising from those Minutes

There were none.
10/11/146
Wiltshire Councillor’s report

Mr Gamble reported that it remained a busy time at Wiltshire Council for budgeting, with difficulties surrounding the continued staffing of libraries;
Mr Gamble raised the principle of planning gain;

Mr Gamble complimented the parish and its partners that have provided such a good quality range of play equipment and space;


The local MP is visiting Market Lavington on 11 March, and all are invited to attend the ticketed function arranged;


The Chairman queried progress on the A342 HGV diversion route, being informed that more work is required on costings;


Mr Gamble confirmed that the Council’s Roads Classification review project is ongoing.
10/11/147
Wiltshire Police report


There was no police representative present; however the Chairman reported a call received by him from PC Rutter advising of continuing vandalism affecting the grounds of the primary school and pre-school, originating near the BMX track and youth shelter. Police notices are being supplied to warn offenders, and Members undertook to monitor the situation.
10/11/148
Playgrounds Advisory Committee

The Clerk presented draft Terms of Reference for this new Committee, seeking clarification on the meetings schedule. Members agreed to move the proposed October meeting into September, to smooth out commitments for other meetings. Mr Dyer proposed, and Mrs Ford seconded, with all agreed, that the Terms of Reference, as amended, be adopted.
10/11/149
Footpaths Working Group

Mrs Ford reported that contact had now been established with the Byways Officer who is investigating the collapsed kissing gate to FP14/15. The chain and padlock to FP15 still needs to be applied by the landowner, although there is some evidence that it may since have been cut. The Chairman undertook to obtain a heavy duty chain and lock, and pass a spare key to the landowner. The sightlines to FP41 are satisfactory.


Miss Green noted the difficulty encountered when traversing a stile on FP3, and the number of electric fences crossing the right of way across the field. Mrs Ford undertook to investigate. 

10/11/150 Grants programme for 2011/12

The Chairman led a discussion on the provision of S.137 grants to village organisations, the Council having resolved at its previous meeting to raise a precept from the Council Tax to fund a programme. It was proposed by Mrs Diccox, seconded by Miss Green, and agreed by all that a grant of £3000 be made to the West Lavington Youth Club, in two instalments to suit receipt of the precept, with remaining funds held until later in the year. The Council noted that in welcoming Cllr May to the Council that a means was available to apply stewardship to this grant through his office as Secretary to the Club. The conditions applied by Market Lavington Parish Council to their grant were noted and supported by the Council. The Clerk undertook to notify the Club and the other contributing parishes of this decision and to write to both Little Cheverell (Parva) and Cheverell Magna Parish Councils inviting them to consider similarly donating in support of their residents attending the Club.
10/11/151
Income for 2011/12

The Clerk informed the Council that sources of income for the coming year are likely to be limited to the precept, and a small training bursary. Members discussed the prospect of raising income from services provided, including its provision of waste collection at the Village Hall. Mrs Ford advised that the Village Hall Committee were already considering how they may contribute to the annual charge for waste collection. 

The Clerk reported that he would be bringing a final Budget proposal to the March meeting for approval.

10/11/152
Freedom of Information Publication Scheme

The Clerk presented a revised Scheme, necessary due to the facility provided for publication afforded by the new parish website. The Scheme was approved by all.
10/11/153 Reports of representatives

Devizes Area Board: Mr Dyer reported on his attendance at the recent Area Board meeting. His notes are attached to these Minutes.

Primary school: No report received.
Dauntsey’s School: The Clerk read out the report received from Maj. Matters, appended to these Minutes.
Village Hall: Mrs Ford reported that the work to the Hall floor was complete, and that snagging work to new electrical lighting was in hand.

Youth Club: No report received.

Neighbourhood Watch: No report received.

Emergency Planning: No report received.

Twinning Association: Mr Page reported that arrangements were in hand for a schools exchange visit with St Pierre; that the AGM was planned for 28 February and a ‘pub quiz’ night was arranged for 2 March. The Clerk reported notification received that the new street signs would be installed in the second week of March.

Junior Playground: The Clerk reported that the annual safety engineering inspection had been carried out on 27 January, and that a number of minor maintenance items would be notified by the company.
10/11/154
Planning matters



There were none.
10/11/155
Disbursements

The following were approved for payment:


F Coles (bins)                                                                          100.00


Aon Insurance (additional premium for play eqpt)           81.04

WALC (course)
60.00


Goughs Solicitors (underlease to Youth Club)                  720.00


10/11/156
Correspondence and circulars received


That not dealt with at the meeting was placed on circulation for observations, including a report prepared by Mrs Collins on her attendance at a meeting arranged by Market Lavington Parish Council on the local management of anti-social behaviour.
10/11/157
Date of next meeting


The next meeting will be 3 March 2011 at 7.30pm, in the Giles Room, Village Hall.

10/11/158
Items of Maintenance

There were none.
10/11/159
Key Messages


After discussion, Members agreed that mention should again be made in ‘News and Views’ of the new website, and that the Clerk should write to the new Area Board Manager to pursue the outstanding issue of the Speedwatch project, and to request more details on the proposed initiative to turn off some street lighting at night.
The meeting closed at 9.35 pm
Signed………………………………………………………………. (Chairman)  3 March 2011
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