WEST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 6 JANUARY 2011, 7.30PM
IN THE GILES ROOM, WEST LAVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
                                                   MINUTES
                                                                    ACTION
Present: 
Councillors: Mr M Wadman (Chairman); Mrs J Collins; Mrs M Diccox ; Mrs E Evans; Mrs J Ford; Miss B Green; Mr T Jones; Mr R. Gamble [WC] - later.
Apologies: Councillors: Mr K Dyer; Mr M Page. 
Also present: Mr M May; Mr P Baxter (Clerk)






10/11/128
Declarations of interest
There were none.

10/11/129
Minutes of the last meeting of the Council

Members agreed the Minutes and the Confidential Minute, and they were signed by the Chairman.

10/11/130
Matters arising from those Minutes

There were none.
10/11/131
Co-Option to Councillor Vacancy



The Chairman introduced Mr Michael May, who has made himself available for co-option to the vacancy caused by Mr Wilmott’s resignation. Mr May is eligible to fill the vacancy, and all agreed that he should be co-opted. Mr May undertook to sign the appropriate Declarations.
10/11/132
Playgrounds Advisory Committee

The Clerk advised Members that as several issues had recently been raised concerning the management of the junior playground, and with the installation of the new Senior playground, it would be prudent to re-establish a form of Committee to provide structure to these deliberations. The Clerk explained the constitution of an Advisory Committee, with both Council and non-Council members. Members agreed the proposal, and added that the Committee should also take the BMX track, Youth shelter and playing field into its portfolio; should meet quarterly; and have 7 members with a quorum of 4.


The councillor membership of the Committee is to be The Council Chairman and Vice-Chairman (both ex-officio), and Mr May and Mrs Evans. The Clerk is to forward membership invitations to the Football Club, the Primary School, and Dauntsey School (via Maj. Matters) – the latter to establish if a local student could be nominated to join the Committee.
10/11/133
Report of the Footpaths Working Group

Mrs Ford reported that there had been no return contact from the By-Ways Officer, and undertook to report the breakage of a padlock chain to the gate on FP 15 to the landowner.
10/11/134
Precept 2011/12

The Clerk, as Responsible Financial Officer, set out the budget requirement for 2011/12, as approved in principle by the Council at its last meeting that included a sum of £4000 for the payment of S.137 Grants. A precept of £19,200 would be required to add to the anticipated closing bank balance, an increase of £5600 on the previous year. Mrs Diccox proposed, and Miss Green seconded, with all agreed that the precept for 2011/12 be set at £19,200. The Clerk is to make the statutory notice to Wiltshire Council by the deadline of 21 January.

Cllr Gamble joined the meeting, having been delayed on Wiltshire Council business.

10/11/135
Wiltshire Councillor’s report


Mr Gamble reported his concern for two outbreaks of vandalism in Sandfield and Orchard Place over the Christmas season. Mr Gamble went on to explain proposals for highways improvements:


On 16 January the delayed scheduled work to repair the interactive signs in Church Street would begin;


There has been some project investigation work to address the issues of high-sided vehicles passing under the railway bridge at Littleton Panell. The cost of lowering the road surface would be approximately £1m, so would not be a viable solution. A diversion scheme, to use the A342 from Amesbury, was demonstrated, and drawings circulated for comment. Mr Gamble undertook to forward information to the Clerk for circulation, allowing for comments to be returned in the next two weeks, to permit initial representations to be made to planners in due course.


A traffic light scheme was also being considered for the Church Street ‘narrows’, to include a footpath.


Great Cheverall now had a 20mph trial speed limit in force.


Mr Gamble concluded by reporting that Wiltshire Council would be reducing its budget spend by about £58m over the next 2 years, with noticeable reductions in services.
10/11/136
Reports from representatives


Devizes Area Board: The next meeting is on 24 January, at Lavington School

Primary school: Mrs Evans provided a copy of the school Travel Plan for circulation.
Dauntsey’s School: No report received.
Village Hall:  Floor cleaning/sealing has been booked.
Youth Club: The grant from Market Lavington Parish Council was reported by the Chairman.

Neighbourhood Watch: Mrs Collins reported a continued lack of communication from the Neighbourhood Policing Team. The Clerk advised that a newsletter had been received, and was placed on circulation.

Emergency Planning: Mr Jones reported his concern for the condition of footpaths in the recent snow, but wished to commend Wiltshire Council for the quality of their roads clearance, and refuse collection services in the recent adverse weather. All members supported this view.

Twinning Association: No report made.

Junior Playground: No report made.
10/11/137
Planning matters



The Clerk reported one decision had been notified by Wiltshire Council:


E/10/1452/FUL and E/10/1453/LBC, Littleton House, High Street, Littleton Panell – Approved with conditions


The Clerk reported that one Full planning application had been received:


E/10/1664/FUL Fleece Cottage, Church Street, West Lavington.

 
Members having examined the proposals agreed there were no objections.
10/11/138
Disbursements

The following were approved for payment:


Allianz Engineering (insurance)                   £373.74

10/11/139
Correspondence and circulars received


That not dealt with at the meeting was placed on circulation for observations.

10/11/140
Date of next meeting


The next meeting will be 3 February 2011 at 7.30pm, in the Giles Room, Village Hall.

10/11/141
Items of Maintenance

Concern was expressed for the amount of dog fouling on the playing fields.
10/11/142
Key Messages


After discussion, Members agreed that the next article in News and Views should draw attention to dog owners’ responsibilities.
The meeting closed at 8.45 pm
Signed………………………………………………………………. (Chairman)  3 February 2011
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