WEST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 7 JULY 2011, 7.30PM
IN THE GILES ROOM, WEST LAVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
                                                   MINUTES
                                                                       ACTION
Present: 
Councillors: Mrs E Evans (Chairman); Mrs M Diccox; Mrs J Ford; Mr T Jones;    Mr M May; Mr M Wadman. 
Apologies:  Councillors: Mrs J Collins; Mrs S Gamble; Miss B Green; Mrs J Lee; Mr M Page; Mr R. Gamble [WC]. 
Also present: Mr P Baxter (Clerk); Mr Ward; Mr Wood.






11/12/066
Declarations of interest

There were none.

11/12/067
Chairman’s Announcements

The Chairman referred to the sadness felt by all in the passing of Anna Roberts, wife of the Headmaster of Dauntsey’s School, in a tragic accident. The Chairman had attended the funeral service at Salisbury Cathedral on behalf of the Council, and reported that the village had been represented in considerable numbers.

The Chairman also reported the attendance of Mr Jones at a training session the previous evening, in which he was deemed a competent person for the purposes of inspecting play equipment by a Wiltshire Council Amenities officer. The Chairman offered her thanks and appreciation on behalf of the Council.
11/12/068
Minutes of the last meeting of the Council

Members agreed the Minutes, and they were signed by the Chairman.

11/12/069
Matters arising from those Minutes

The Chairman thanked Mr Wadman for his work in removing the old Village Hall sign from the verge in Sandfield, and also commented on the successful installation of the interactive speed indication sign at Littleton Panell.

Mr Wood, from the public gallery, referred back to his suggestion at the last meeting for the movement of the 30mph speed limit zone further north at Littleton Panell. He introduced Mr Ward, a neighbour, who offered a further suggestion for the introduction of a 40mph limit to act as an interim step-down zone from the national speed limit from a point toward the ‘Black Dog’ crossroads, before entering the 30mph zone.


The Clerk, in recording this suggestion, noted that as this matter would require a full debate, and that the information requested from Wiltshire Council as a result of a direction received from the last meeting had not arrived, there was no item on this meeting’s agenda to accommodate such a discussion. As it was inappropriate to proceed with the matter under ‘items arising’, the Clerk recommended to the Chairman that the matter be deferred and agenda business be resumed.

11/12/070 Wiltshire Councillor’s report


In the absence of Cllr Gamble there was no report.

11/12/071 Wiltshire Police report and consideration of recent acts of vandalism

There was no attendance of a Police representative. Members noted the recent paint attacks on several properties, one accompanied by a break-in to a garden shed. The Council agreed that the matter be brought to public attention in News and Views.
11/12/072
Minutes of the Risk Management Committee

The Minutes were signed by the Committee Chairman, and noted by the Council. 

11/12/073
Matters arising from those Minutes.


The Clerk noted that a recommendation of the Committee had been to establish more information on the liability and risk to the Council for its obligations to maintain the Closed Burial Ground/Churchyard. The Clerk reported that he had made contact with the Diocese, and their legal advisers, and had also met the Churchwarden on site. It was confirmed that all matters of maintenance and repair are the responsibility of the Parish Council, to include the grounds, trees, monuments and tombs (those that could not be identified as being the responsibility of the descendants of the deceased), and the surrounding curtilage walling.

The Clerk explained that he had examined the walling with the Churchwarden, a qualified and highly experienced civil engineer, to establish its current condition and likely future needs. Several cracks were noted, but none requiring immediate attention. The consequences of collapse were discussed, and the likelihood of intervention by the Highways Authority if such an event was to interfere with traffic. The financial consequences would be beyond any financial contingency that the parish council could arrange.

Attention was also drawn to the condition of a tree at the rear of the churchyard, which was causing concern. Professional advice had already been sought, with the view that partial or full felling would be required in a few years’ time. This would be at the expense of the parish council, although the Churchwarden indicated that the PCC might be able to assist.


The Clerk went on to explain to the Council that its current reserves policy was not designed to meet these contingencies, and that it was his recommendation that future budgets contain provision to establish an earmarked reserve, built up over ensuing years, to provide resilience for the Council so that both preventative and reactive maintenance can be commissioned to meet the Council’s obligations in these matters. The Council, having assessed as unlikely that Wiltshire Council would want to take on the duty under Local Government legislation in the light of the current ‘localism’ agenda, agreed the principle that such provision should be planned in the next budget, and the Clerk undertook to return at a future meeting with proposals.
11/12/074 Footpaths Working group report

Mrs Ford reported that Mr Coles had made his first cut of the allocated footpaths. There had been no progress in the repair to the second stile on FP3 which, having been asked, Mr Wood confirmed as a frequent user. Mrs Ford undertook to enquire of progress with the Rights of Way officer.

Mr Jones commented that several branches had snapped off from trees overhanging the footpath extending from the Roman Catholic church. Mrs Ford undertook to contact the church, as landowner, to encourage some remedial work.

11/12/075

Reports of representatives

Lavington Amateur Dramatic Society: The Clerk reported receipt of a request for support by the Council for a funding bid being made by the Society to Community First. Mrs Diccox and Mrs Evans declared an interest, as members of the Society. The bid will be for funds to construct a collapsible bar unit, for use at performances. After discussion, the Council agreed that it would require an assurance that the proposed unit would meet with the agreement of the Village Hall Committee, as it would require storage when not in use. The Clerk was asked to seek such an assurance from the applicant before giving its support to the bid.

Devizes Area Board: The next meeting of the Board had been published for 18 July. Mr Jones had previously volunteered to attend on behalf of the Council, and the Clerk had forwarded the agenda papers to him.

Primary school: Mrs Evans reported that a meeting had been held on 20 June between Wiltshire Council Highways officers, the Headteacher, and herself as a school governor. Consideration was being given to the installation of two road crossings for use by pupils and parents on their way to and from school. One was suggested for the B3098, facilitating walkers from Market Lavington to access a public footpath across a field that led to the school. There were concerns for the speed of traffic on this stretch of road, but that a formal crossing point would make the journey safer and a more attractive choice. The second crossing was proposed for the High Street, easing the crossing made by primary school pupils and staff on their way to swimming sessions at Dauntsey’s School. The meeting also heard concerns for the quality and positioning of ‘school’ warning signs, and inconsiderate parking of vehicles by parents. Wiltshire Council is to arrange for the school to participate in the ‘Walksafe’ programme in the coming months.

The Council noted the report, discussed alternative crossing sites, and observed that there would be considerable cost to the proposed installations which may affect their prioritisation for action by Wiltshire Council.
Dauntsey’s School: The Chairman read the report submitted by Maj. Matters, appended to these Minutes.
Village Hall: Mrs Ford reported that the Committee is to meet next week, and will be considering routine re-decoration, including the Giles Room and Ladies cloakroom.
Youth Club: Mr May reported that the Club would be opening for additional sessions across summer, as a result of successful taster sessions already provided. Market Lavington Parish Council had invited the Club to provide outreach facilities in that village, supporting the trial provision of a youth club service in their Old School Hall. The Council welcomed this initiative, arising from the relationship created from the recent joint funding agreement.

Neighbourhood Watch: No report received.

Emergency Planning: Mr Jones reported that he had now examined the template for a Community Resilience Plan, prepared by Wiltshire Council. He commented that it was very similar to work he already had on record, and would be amending that to fit the template in due course. Mr Jones remained concerned for the arrangements that may be required to initiate the plan in an emergency, and the resources that might be required to retain a state of readiness. This would require further research.

Twinning Association: No report made.


Village Care & Link: No report made.
11/12/076
Street Lighting Consultation

The Clerk referred to a paper already circulated, in which the consultation process was explained, and a summary of responses included. The report also contained a map showing those lights that the Council may wish to recommend for switching off between the hours of midnight and 5.30am, taking into account the consultation responses received and the technical advice issued by Wiltshire Council. The Council were requested to consider how to treat a light about which one objection had been received, in a street in which many other householders had not expressed an opinion. The Council agreed to leave those lights on in these circumstances. 


Mr May queried whether it was good value to be supporting the initial expenditure on the control equipment in the current economic climate, despite the longer term savings predicted. The Chairman sought a proposal that the scheme as set out in the report be recommended to Wiltshire Council. With one alteration agreed to the map concerning a unit in Eastfield, Mrs Diccox made the proposal, seconded by Mrs Ford, and all agreed. The Clerk went on to suggest that a letter be prepared giving feedback to those that had responded to the consultation. Mr Wadman made that proposal, seconded by Mr Jones, and all agreed that the Clerk prepare a letter for the Chairman’s signature. 

11/12/077 Planning matters


The Clerk reported three decisions had been advised:

E/11/0559/FUL Fleece Cottage, 31 Church Street, West Lavington: erection of detached garage. Approved, with conditions.

E/11/0638/TCA Parsonage House, 11 All Saints Road, West Lavington: removal of three trees. Approved, with conditions.

The Churchill Arms – pruning of a tree near an LPG gas tank, on safety grounds. Approved.


The Council considered two new applications:


E/11/0784/TCA 37 High Street, Littleton Panell: Felling of two mature conifers.


E/11/0718/CAC Units 10-11 The Farm, Littleton Panell: Retrospective permission for demolition of agricultural building.


The Council considered the plans and proposals, and had no comment to make on either application.

11/12/078
Funding request – parish history project

The Clerk referred to a request received from Mrs Dyson, circulated with the agenda papers, for funding support to create and publish a series of photographic history books for the two villages of Littleton Panell and West Lavington. After clarifying that funding, if made, would be channelled through the Youth Club as a source of governance and scrutiny, Mr May declared an interest as Secretary to that Club. The Council agreed that, in the absence of a specifically quantified proposal, it would support the project in principle. However, Mrs Dyson should be asked to produce the work in one volume rather than two or more, and consider applying also to the Area Board for additional funding. The Clerk was asked to advise Mrs Dyson accordingly.
11/12/079
Disbursements

The following were approved for payment:


HMRC (for PAYE tax)                                                       348.40

Wicksteeds (Climbing frame spare parts)                      95.40


F Coles and Son (Waste bins)                                           50.00

P baxter (Clerks expenses)                                                38.59

11/12/080
Correspondence and circulars received


The Clerk reported that a request had been received from the Devizes Chamber of Commerce asking for a sustainable funding stream in support of the running costs of the Devizes CCTV system, suggested at the equivalent of £10 per month for small organisations. Mr May proposed that no contribution be made. There being no seconder found, the proposal fell. Mr Wadman proposed, and Mrs Diccox seconded, that the Council makes a £120 contribution this year, subject to potential withdrawal from future years funding if circumstances require. On being put to the vote, 5 were in favour, and 1 against. The motion was carried, the Clerk to advise the Chamber accordingly.

Other circulars and correspondence were placed on circulation.
11/12/081
Date of next meeting


The next meeting will be on 1 September 2011 at 7.30pm, in the Giles Room, Village Hall.

11/12/082
Items of Maintenance

The Chairman sought volunteers for a working party to replace that postponed by poor weather, for the repainting of the white steps on Lavington Lane. The 4 August at 7.00pm was selected.
11/12/083
Key Messages


After discussion, Members agreed that mention should be made in ‘News and Views’ magazine of the street lighting consultation conclusion, vandalism, footpath cutting back , and the interactive speed sign.
The meeting closed at 9.35 pm
Signed………………………………………………………………. (Chairman)  1 September 2011
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