WEST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 3 MARCH 2011, 7.30PM
IN THE GILES ROOM, WEST LAVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
                                                   MINUTES
                                                                    ACTION
Present: 
Councillors: Mr M Wadman (Chairman); Mrs J Collins; Mrs E Evans; Mrs J Ford; Miss B Green; Mr T Jones; Mr M Page; Mr R. Gamble [WC- later].
Apologies:  Councillors: Mr K Dyer; Mrs M Diccox; Mr M May. 
Also present: Mr P Baxter (Clerk).






10/11/160
Declarations of interest
There were none.

10/11/161
Minutes of the last meeting of the Council

Members agreed the Minutes, and they were signed by the Chairman.

10/11/162
Matters arising from those Minutes

There were none.
10/11/163
Co-option to position of Councillor


The Chairman reported that there had been two applications for the vacancy, both being eligible for consideration. The Chairman outlined the known facts concerning the applicants, and their residential location in the parish. Members discussed at length the manner in which a choice may be made, each applicant being seemingly of merit. On balance the discussion centred on representative location. It being put to an open vote by the Chairman, five votes were recorded for Mrs J Lee of Littleton Panell, and one vote for Mrs S Gamble of West Lavington (the Chairman abstaining, having tabled the matter). Mrs J Lee was duly co-opted to the position of Councillor, and the Clerk undertook to arrange for the appropriate declarations to be made.
10/11/164
Footpaths Working Group

Mrs Ford reported that FP3 stiles and fencing had been reported to the Byways Officer and FP13 hedging will be cut back by the Primary School (as owner). The Chairman confirmed that the large gate on FP15 was now secured, and had remained so for about 2 weeks.
10/11/165 Appointment of Internal Auditor


The Clerk reported that this appointment was required before the submission of the Annual Return. Mr Richard Gamble has indicated that he would be prepared to continue his duties for this cycle only, in support of the new Clerk. Thereafter he encourages the Council to seek an alternative, in view of his other commitments. The Council agreed to the Interim appointment.
10/11/166
2011/12 Budget


The Clerk introduced the final draft of the budget, circulated with the agenda papers. After some clarification of the carry forward figure, the budget was approved.
10/11/167
Wiltshire Police report


PCSO Sainsbury attended the meeting reporting that overall incidents of anti-social behaviour were down, crime was down, and signs were in hand to deter anti-social behaviour and trespass in the vicinity of the primary school.
10/11/168
Dauntsey’s School - nomination to Governor



The Chairman reported the receipt of an invitation from the Clerk to the School Governors to renew the Council’s nomination to the position of Governor. Maj. Richard Matters had let it be known he was prepared to stand again, and it was agreed by all that he should be nominated for another term.
10/11/169
Street lighting


The Clerk reported a proposal from Wiltshire Council for a scheme to turn off some street lights as part of its commitments to reduce environmental impact and to make cost efficiencies. The Clerk explained the criteria for selection of lights and public consultation. All agreed that the scheme should be requested for the parish.
10/11/170
Wiltshire Councillor’s report


Mr Gamble reported that Wiltshire Council had passed its budget for 2011/12, and that the Local Transport Plan had also been approved. The large vehicles’ diversion route is in the process of being costed, and was on the Area Board agenda for its March meeting. Mr Gamble referred to his correspondence with the Area Highways Engineer regarding the potholes and uneven surfacing of the A360 in the centre of West Lavington, and remarked on the similar condition of Sandfield on its approach to the Village Hall. The Clerk was asked to request linking repairs to Sandfield with any programmed work planned for the A360.


Mr Gamble reported that 21 volunteers had come forward to support the staffing of Market Lavington library, which he warmly welcomed. The next Area Board meeting is on 21 March, at Lavington School, and the Spatial Plan is about to be consulted, containing proposals for the siting of residential development across Wiltshire. 

10/11/171
Reports of representatives

Devizes Area Board: There had been no meeting for Mr Dyer to report. The Clerk reported his attendance at the Devizes Parish Forum, which had considered the promotion of tourism after the planned closure of the Devizes Tourist Information Centre, and the planned distribution of a residential survey questionnaire by the Devizes Community Area Partnership. The Clerk also reported that the Area Board Manager had suggested visiting the Council, and the Chairman/Clerk in the near future, which was warmly welcomed.

Primary school: No report received, as there is to be a meeting next week.
Dauntsey’s School: No report received.
Village Hall: Mrs Ford reported that £2500 had been raised by the Valentines’ Dance held on 19 February. The AGM is to be held on 12 April. The Clerk advised that the Council acts as Trustee for the Hall charity, and that there should be a nomination to attend relevant meetings of the Hall committee. The nominee should not be an office-holder of the management committee. Mrs Evans volunteered for the role on an interim basis, and all agreed, the matter to be reviewed with all other nominations at the annual general meeting of the Council in May. 

Youth Club: No report received. The Chairman noted that an archery experience class is to be organised by the youth club, using the playing fields, in the near future.

Neighbourhood Watch: No report received.


Emergency Planning: No report received.

Twinning Association: Mr Page reported that the quiz had been successful.

Junior Playground: The Clerk reported that a number of minor maintenance items had now been notified by the insurers’ engineer. The Clerk had rectified all but two, which require attention: apparent loose foundations to the vertical roundabout; and replacements for missing treads on the climbing frame. The Clerk was asked to make arrangements for these faults to be rectified and for a cost estimate for a quarterly inspection by a suitable engineer to highlight future maintenance issues.

Village Care & Link: Mr Page asked, and all agreed, that this organisation be included in the regular round of representative reports.
10/11/172
Planning matters



The Clerk reported one decision for E/10/1664/FUL Fleece Cottage, Church Street, West Lavington – approved with conditions.
10/11/173
Disbursements

The following were approved for payment:


F Coles (bins)                                                                               100.00


Dauntsey School (return of contribution not required)    2500.00                                         


Clerk’s expenses                                                                             4.44
10/11/174
Correspondence and circulars received


That not dealt with at the meeting was placed on circulation for observations.
10/11/175
Date of next meeting


The next meeting will be 7 April 2011 at 7.30pm, in the Giles Room, Village Hall.

10/11/176
Items of Maintenance

The broken fence to the BMX enclosure was reported. The Clerk was asked to gain an estimate from Mr Coles and, if reasonable, to authorise repairs.
10/11/177
Key Messages


After discussion, Members agreed that mention should be made in ‘News and Views’ magazine and on the website of the proposed initiative to turn off some street lighting at night.
The meeting closed at 9.00 pm
Signed………………………………………………………………. (Chairman)  7 April 2011
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