WEST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 5 APRIL 2012, 7.30PM
IN THE GILES ROOM, WEST LAVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
                                                            MINUTES
                                                                                 ACTION
Present: 
Councillors: Mr M Wadman (Chairman); Mrs J Collins; Mrs J Ford; Mrs S Gamble;        Mr T Jones; Mrs J Lee; Mr M May; Mr R. Gamble [WC]. 
Apologies:  Councillors: Mrs M Diccox; Mrs E Evans; Miss B Green; Mr M Page.
Also present: Mr P Baxter (Clerk); Mr Wood.





In the absence of both the Council’s Chairman and Vice Chairman Mr May proposed, seconded by Mrs Ford and with all agreed, that Mr Wadman act as Chairman for the duration of the meeting. Mr Wadman took the Chair.

12/13/001
Declarations of interest

There were none.

12/13/002
Minutes of the last meeting of the Council

The Minutes as previously circulated were agreed, and they were set aside for signature by that meeting’s Chairman at the next meeting.

12/13/003
Chairman’s Announcements


There were none.

12/13/004  Public participation


Mr Wood updated the meeting on his written report, advising that the first round of trainee volunteers had completed their training the previous day, with more to follow. Up to 10 volunteers had now been recruited. The Team would now be placed on a rota with Worton Easterton and Urchfont for the loan of the necessary equipment. The Council congratulated Mr Wood on his progress. Mr Wood clarified after questioning that further publicity/recruitment leaflets are being made available, and stated the approved sites from where the Team would operate. The Council asked that two additional sites be made available, near Duck Street and Rutts Lane. The Clerk was asked to write to the CSW central co-ordinator to request suitable assessment. 


Mr Wood sought clarification on the status of a signed byway restriction at The Warren and raised a query with regard to a motoring event at Pear Tree Hill. He was advised that the former was no longer in place, and the latter was a matter for the neighbouring parish.

12/13/005 Wiltshire Councillor’s report


Mr Gamble also thanked Mr Wood for his work on behalf of the community. Mr Gamble reported that final signature was about to be made to an Order modifying the speed limit on the B3098 from the national speed limit to 50mph between Urchfont and Westbury. There were no further alterations to those parts already limited lower.

Mr Gamble drew the Council’s attention to the current consultation on the proposed diversion of high-sided lorries away from The Cheverells. It was proposed by Mrs Ford, seconded by Mr Jones, and agreed by all that the Council make a formal response in support of the proposed diversion route and signage. The Clerk was asked to formulate a response to the appropriate Wiltshire Council officer, and make the contact details available in order that individual Members might consider making a personal response.


Mr Gamble reported the conclusion of the trial 20mph speed limit through Great Cheverell. He speculated that it may become a model for use elsewhere.
12/13/006
Footpaths Working Group report


Mrs Ford reported the successful completion over two Saturdays of works to clear the Strawberry Hill byway, before meeting the Rights of Way officer next week to discuss the next phase. FP19 requires a different solution than fencing alterations to reduce the expense otherwise to be incurred by the landowner. FP1 has had obstructions cleared by the Clerk, but blockages remain where the path becomes MLPC4. Market Lavington Parish Council has been informed and the reporting resident updated.

Mr Wadman reported that horses were again using FP15. It was agreed that Mrs Ford and Mr Wadman would investigate the installation of physical barriers to prevent such access. Mr Wadman also drew attention to high levels of dog fouling along FP11A, and the use of the path by motorbikes. The Clerk was asked to source suitable notices for placing on site.

12/13/007

Reports of representatives

The reports as circulated were noted and are appended to these Minutes. In addition, Mrs Collins drew attention to the letter received advising of the transfer of the Beat Manager to other duties. After discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk should write to the Sector Inspector detailing the Council’s disappointment and seeking assurances on future staffing levels. 


Mr Jones updated the meeting on the range of Jubilee events being organised elsewhere, with a view to any planning implications for this parish of which there were none.

12/13/008
BMX Track


The Clerk reported the recent damage done to the track grassed area, and subsequently to adjacent signage. Both have since been repaired at no cost. Residents overlooking the Recreation Ground have received a letter asking for their vigilance and the matters have been recorded with Wiltshire Police as crimes.
12/13/009 Planning matters


The Clerk reported that one decision had been advised:


E/2012/0103/FUL 2 The Farm, Littleton Panell, erection of dwelling (retrospective)

Approved with conditions.


One application had been received:


E/2012/0365/FUL Strawberry Lee, White St West Lavington, alterations and extension;


The plans were examined and the Council had no objections.

12/13/010
Neighbourhood Planning Working Group report

Mrs Gamble reported on attendance at the Devizes seminar on Neighbourhood Planning and the Core Strategy, advising that the next substantial step was to formally apply to Wiltshire Council for approval for this Council to make a Neighbourhood Plan that encompasses the parish boundary. Mrs Gamble reported that a community questionnaire was in production, and that village-wide site surveys were being conducted by elements of the sub-groups. A leaflet was also being designed for distribution with the May edition of the ‘News and Views’ magazine, ahead of public consultation tables to be available at the Jubilee Awareness Day and the Church fete in June.

12/13/011 Roadworks update

Mrs Gamble reported on her attendance, accompanied by Mrs Collins, at a Marlborough Area Board seminar on village traffic design, focussing on the design of shared space and driver behavioural change.

The Clerk drew an analogy to that report with a summary of the informal meeting held with the Contractors on 13 March, and subsequent site meeting held between the Clerk and the Project Manager. The Clerk outlined the nature of the planned remedial works and opportunities for enhancement to improve safety, amenity, and street-scene, with some elements drawing on behaviour change techniques.
12/13/012
Diamond Jubilee celebrations

Mrs Collins updated the Council on preparations for the Awareness Day, including a welcome letter inviting comment from participants on ideas for improvements to village life, and suggesting a question on the proposed Coffee Shop as set out in the Corporate Plan. It was agreed that such a question should be posed.

The Clerk reported receipt of advertising for teak inscribed Jubilee benches, suggesting they might fulfil the Council’s Corporate Plan decision in principle that benches should be provided this year in the recreation ground. It was agreed that further information on pricing and value for money should be obtained by the Clerk.

12/13/013 Financial Statement

The Clerk introduced the paper previously circulated, and explained the circumstances around the lower than expected closing balance, including the error in the spreadsheet formula. The Clerk advised that the budget for 2012/13 will require revision at the next meeting, and undertook to present some options at that meeting.
12/13/014
Disbursements


The following payments were approved:



£


G Sheppard (Engineering repairs)


  
       138.00



G Hale (Terrace paving repair)



         35.00



Clerks expenses
          23.86


A revised Standing Order mandate was also signed related to the Clerk’s revised terms and conditions.

12/13/015 Annual Parish Meeting


The Clerk sought clarification of the arrangements to be made for this meeting on 25 May, as it was no longer planned to hold a Neighbourhood Planning consultation exercise during this event. After discussion, it was agreed that the meeting would consist of a presentation by the Stage Post site developer (if they wished the opportunity), and Village Organisation reports. An invitation to attend for questions would also be offered to Aster Homes.
12/13/016
Correspondence and circulars received


The Clerk reported a number of letters and emails received. An invitation from St John Ambulance to establish a Community First Responder scheme and to purchase an Automatic External Defibrillator was discussed. It was agreed that Mrs Collins would compose a suitable question for potential volunteers, as part of the Awareness Day preparations.


12/13/017
Date of next meeting


The next meeting (to be the Annual Meeting) will be on 3 May 2012 at 7.30pm, in the Giles Room, Village Hall. 


It was agreed that the next meeting of the Playgrounds Advisory Committee should be cancelled due to lack of business.

12/13/018
Items of Maintenance

The potholes in the Village Hall car park were reported. It was agreed that the situation would be monitored pending opportunities arising during the current roadworks.

12/13/019
Key Messages

After discussion, Members agreed the issues that would be mentioned in ‘News and Views’ to be: dog fouling on footpaths using the “Bag It, Bin It” slogan, horses using FP15, and the date of the Annual Parish Meeting with a presentation on the Stage Post site.

The meeting closed at 9.25pm.

Signed……………………………………………..……………. (Chairman of the meeting), 3 May 2012
MINUTE ITEM 12/13/007 



                                            APPENDIX
Village organisation reports,  April 2012

Dauntsey’s School

Please find below a short précis of the major current and future issues concerning the estate at Dauntsey’s School:

1.  The biodigester is not performing satisfactorily and a decision about its future will be taken soon.

2.  On a happier note, the arrays of photovoltaic panels are performing very well.  The two sites, on Evans House and on the Swimming Pool/Sports hall roof, are generating copious amounts of electricity.  The 3rd site, the roof of the memorial Hall, will have its PV panels installed shortly.

3.  The Manor should soon have a woodchip boiler installed, which will reduce costs and provide  a sustainable source of heat and hot water.

R Matters

West Lavington Village Hall

The Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday 17th April 2012, at 7.30 pm in the Giles Room, all welcome. 

I shall be standing down at this AGM, so volunteers are needed to help run our valuable village asset, and there could be … interesting times ahead!

The situation with the footballers (prompt payment, and bookings) is getting resolved with communication and dialogue.

J Ford

West Lavington Youth Club

The Youth Club still maintains a high level of members who attend very regularly at both locations.  As previously mentioned, the Junior section reopens on Tuesday April 17th, support is always welcomed.  We are also at the early stages of organising a memorial concert for George Baker, to be held at Lavington School on June 10th. More details will follow, but it is being run by Mike Reed who knew George well, and who has set up concerts for us in the past.

M May

Neighbourhood Watch

A verbal report on the transfer of PC Milnes will be made at the meeting.

J Collins

Emergency Planning

Nothing to report. An update on Jubilee celebrations in other locations will be given at the meeting.

T Jones

Village Care & Link Group

Village Care and Link in association with West Lavington Parish Council will be holding a Jubilee event in West Lavington Village Hall on Monday 4th June and surrounding area.

The event will highlight the range and variety of activities that regularly take place in West Lavington. All the organisations approached have written to us confirming that they will run a stall at the event. Refreshments (tea and cakes) will be provided.

At 2.30pm there will be a free Punch and Judy show in the village hall, open children of any age. There will be a second performance at 3.30. This will be followed by a 40 minute “entertainment” provided by Ann Walker and Friends.

We are also proposing a competition for children under 12 years, to design a Jubilee Greetings card for Her Majesty The Queen. Entries will be judged by the Head Master of Dauntseys school and their Art Department. Entries must be submitted by 19 May, either posted or delivered to: Mrs Julie Collins, 18 Lavington Lane, West Lavington SN10 4EY, Phone 01380 816973. Please see flyer for full conditions. All entries will be displayed at the Jubilee event.
M Page

Twinning Association

Our quiz night was a great success, complete with a big screen video link up with St Pierre where the French Association were holding the same quiz.

At present we are busy planning for the next visit of our friends from St Pierre  and this will take place on the 22nd, 23rd and 24th June. The main event on the Saturday evening will be a Scottish Ceilidh. We have so many visitors this time, 30 in all, that tickets for the ceilidh will only be available to members, so if you like Scottish dancing, why not join the Twinning Association?

Membership is open to residents of West Lavington and surrounding villages, simply contact Malcolm Johnson on  01380 818147 or email blocker38@hotmail.com.
M Page

Community Speedwatch

A review meeting by trained volunteers, of the speed watch procedures, took place during March.

Further recruitment of volunteers has continued and the training of new volunteers will take place during April and will include on the road monitoring at police approved locations in West Lavington / Littleton Panell.

Volunteers who attended the January training at police HQ will also be present at the April training session.

D Wood
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