WEST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 6 DECEMBER 2012, 7.30PM
        IN THE GILES ROOM, WEST LAVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
                                                            MINUTES
                                                                                  ACTION
Present: 
Councillors: Mrs E Evans (Chairman); Miss B Green; Mrs J Collins; Mrs J Ford; 

Mrs S Gamble; Mr T Jones; Mr M May; Mr M Page; Mr R. Gamble [WC].
Apologies:  Councillor: Mrs M Diccox
Also present: Mr P Baxter(Clerk); Mrs Wood.





12/13/155
Declarations of interest


There were none.
12/13/156
Dispensations


Requests for dispensations within the Standards Framework had been received from each councillor, relating to future discussions and voting on the setting of the precept. The Chairman proposed, and Vice Chairman seconded a motion that:
The Council grants dispensations to Councillors Collins, Diccox, Evans, Ford, Gamble, Green, Jones, May, and Page as requested in writing and received by the Proper Officer before this meeting from the restrictions placed upon them by virtue of the Code of Conduct which would otherwise prohibit their participation in discussions or voting upon the setting of the precept on the grounds that:

· Without the dispensation the number of persons unable to participate in the transaction of business would be so great as to impede the transaction of the business;

· The dispensation is in the interest of persons living in the council’s area.

These dispensations are to last for four years as requested and will be notified to the 
  Monitoring Officer.

On being put to the vote, all agreed and the Clerk was asked to make the appropriate 
  notifications.

12/13/157
Minutes of the last meeting of the Council

The Minutes as previously circulated were agreed and signed by the Chairman. 
12/13/158
Chairman’s Announcements


The Chairman announced the resignation of Mrs Lee. An invitation was extended to attend the Leader of Wiltshire Council’s civic Carol Service.
12/13/159  Public participation


Mrs Wood commented on excessive speeding of some traffic passing through Community Speedwatch and on overtaking behaviour.
12/13/160 Wiltshire Police Report


In the absence of an Officer a written report was read by the Clerk, which was noted. The Clerk was asked to write to the Beat Manager with a request for priority to be directed toward speeding traffic, inconsiderate parking in Sandfield, and for resources to be applied to the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme.
12/13/161 Wiltshire Councillor’s report


Mr Gamble encouraged the Council to share its concerns for Neighbourhood Watch with the new Police and Crime Commissioner, which was agreed, and the Clerk was asked to write.

Mr Gamble reported that the police had undertaken to monitor speeding along the new 50mph zone of the B3098, and that new radio-controlled signalling would be installed soon on the interactive lights in Church Street. Mr Gamble also expressed support for the initiative taken by the Council at the Community Area Traffic Group in regards to informal crossing points. Rail electrification from Newbury to Westbury and beyond was also reported to be under review by the Minister, which would require gantries and overhead power lines. Mr Gamble responded to a query as to whether the 40mph speed restriction at Potterne Wick might be adopted in the vicinity of Black Dog crossroads and southwards, adding that no further comment on the fatal road accident could be made until after the Coroner’s report.
12/13/162
Footpaths Working Group report


Mrs Ford reported that:

Bus shelters – cleaning and painting undertaken, and mural designs in hand with the 
Youth Club;

   
HMP Erlestoke – no further communications received;


       


Contractors for next season’s footpath cuts being sought;


FP14  - bridge handrails reported as unsafe,  trying to ascertain who is responsible. 
Also wooden batten on one of the steps on the slope over the bridge has rotted and 
needs replacing;



FP9 – hedges need cutting back.








FP11 – incursion by plough, needs realigning, and top end needs work.


FP10 – Resident obtaining quote for materials – will require workparty to help.



FP15 – Duck Street end narrowed due to bank gradually slipping over the years – will 
require widening.  Resident agreed to help.







FP3 – kissing gates  – no update received yet from Wiltshire Council




FP27 – Tree down, landowner contacted and cleared.



Suggestion from a visitor – could a copy of the FP map be on show in the Noticeboard 
at Costcutters? The Clerk was asked to arrange.

It was agreed that the Council’s members of the Working Group meet to prioritise 
which paths require cutting back by contractors. Mrs Ford to arrange a date.

12/13/163
Neighbourhood Planning Working Group


Mrs Gamble reported 15 people had attended a meeting of the Group, including schools, community organisations for young and old and business representatives. The views of the Doctors’ Surgery had also been established beforehand. The Wiltshire Council planning portal was now in place, and meetings with the Link Officer had been held. This has enabled a revised specification and Vision Statement for the Plan to be prepared. A further meeting on 21 January will consider how proposals are then formed for the Council to make a final decision at its February meeting on whether to apply to Wiltshire Council to become a planning area. The Group raised Broadband provision as an issue, it being confirmed that this parish is at the moment listed for inclusion in the BT rollout project for either broadband or super-broadband.
12/13/164
Stage Post site


The Chairman led a discussion on the current condition of the site. The Clerk was asked to write to the site owners requesting improvements and to Wiltshire Council with a view to enforcement action being taken.
12/13/165 Informal Crossing Points

The Clerk reported his attendance at the Community Area Traffic Group, presenting proposals for five informal crossing points within a funding partnership of local schools, this Council, and Wiltshire Council. The Group had a query as to whether a further point should be placed along the B3098 toward Market Lavington. After discussion of options, it was agreed that this additional crossing should be included in the bid, and that a critical assessment of previously laid points at FP44 ‘white steps’ and junction of FP 41 be requested. The Clerk was asked to approach Lavington School regarding an extension to the funding partnership, and to liaise with the Highways officer concerned.
12/13/166 Project budget update


The Clerk reported receipt of a number of quotations for work included in the Corporate Plan for coming years, and asked the Council for advice on how it wished to proceed. The three quotations for drainage to the playing pitches were discussed. It was agreed that the costs of installing effective drainage outweighed the likely benefit and that no further action would be taken whilst the situation was monitored.


Two quotations had so far been received for fencing replacement, which were within budget capabilities. It was agreed that the current condition of the fence was a source of concern and that work should continue to establish a preferred contractor for the new financial year.


An indicative quotation had been received for the refurbishment of the wooden bus shelter. It was agreed that Mr Page would commence consultation with affected residents as to whether the shelter be removed rather than repaired. Mr Page would report to the next meeting.
12/13/167 Winter preparations


The Clerk reported receipt of an offer of assistance from a resident who is employed within the highways maintenance company, and who has liaised with a local farm owner to store a one tonne bag of road salt for community use, within the Wiltshire Council parish support scheme. This Council was concerned for some of the practicalities involved in both securing and distributing the salt. It was agreed the Chairman, Vice Chairman and Clerk be delegated the authority to make a decision upon receipt of further information as to whether to proceed or not. The Clerk was asked to establish further contact to clarify the situation.
12/13/168 Reports from Village Organisations

The circulated report appended to these Minutes was noted. Mr May further reported that the Village Hall was planning to launch a community survey on proposals for redevelopment, in January. It was agreed that the Council would receive a presentation on the survey at its next meeting.
12/13/169 Planning matters


The following decisions were reported:


E/2012/1243/TCA 51 High Street, West Lavington, works to trees;


E/2012/1220/TCA 88 High Street, Littleton Panell, works to trees;


E/2012/1278/FUL Dauntsey’s School, canoe store;

E/2012/1301/TCA Dauntsey’s School, tree works;

E/2012/1316/TCA 12 High Street, West Lavington, works to trees;

E/2012/1319/TCA Cheverell Rd, West Lavington, works to trees.


All had been approved with conditions.


E/2012/0002/IND 5 Duck Street, West Lavington, proposed Tree Preservation Order had now been confirmed.
12/13/170
Disbursements


The following payments were approved:






Chq No







       £


001204
G Sheppard (repairs to play eqpt and bench)

  171.60


001205
Wiltshire Council (grass cutting)


  379.50



001206
D Coxhead (Closed burial ground grass)

1440.00



001207
Carer Support Wiltshire (S.137 donation)

     50.00



001208
Victim Support (S.137 donation)


     50.00



001209
Clerk (Domain name fee)



     11.99



001210
F Coles (Bins)





     50.00



001211
E Evans (refreshments)



     15.97

12/13/171
Correspondence and circulars received


The Clerk reported receipt of an email from a resident concerned for the safety of pedestrians emerging from FP1 onto the A360. A warning sign is positioned further up the road, but is proposed to be repositioned to the north side of the railway bridge for an improved effect. The Council considered photographs of the area, and it was agreed that the Clerk should propose the changes requested to the Highways dept
12/13/172
Date of next meeting


The next meeting will be on 3 January 2013 at 7.30pm, in the Giles Room, Village Hall. 

12/13/173
Items of Maintenance

The number and size of potholes at the entrance to the Village Hall car park were noted, and there was discussion on lighting levels. It was agreed to monitor the situation further whilst awaiting news of the possible redevelopment of the Hall.
12/13/174
Key Messages

There were none.
  The meeting closed at 9.30pm.

                    Signed……………………………………………..……………. (Chairman) 3 January 2013
Village Organisation reports, December   2012 



                      Appendix

Minute 12/13/168 refers
Dauntsey’s Aided Primary School

The school continues to prosper with179 pupils on role. Provision is valued as good with outstanding features based on the new Ofsted framework. Forest school is underway with each class exploring the outdoor learning environment. The link with St. Mary Redcliffe school in Bristol continues with St. Mary Redcliffe successfully visiting us on Nov 15th.

Orinoco class had a visit to Pencelli and Missippi spent a night on the Golden Hind as part of their Tudor topic. D A P S  will once again be participating in the Devizes lantern parade on Nov30th.

The school has agreed to contribute £750 to the Parish Council to support an informal crossing on the main A360, between the end of Sandfield and the village shop.

E Evans.

Community Speedwatch

Community Speedwatch carried out five & half hours of monitoring during November. The weather was a factor in the reduced number of hours, also some volunteers were not available.

The results of the sessions carried out, is as follows:-

2115 vehicles passed our monitoring points

42 vehicles were recorded travelling in excess of 35mph but not more than 40 mph

7 vehicles were recorded travelling in excess of 40mph but not more than 50mph

The highest speed recorded was 52mph by  a driver

Though our number of sessions was down, we achieved a number of firsts

1. 23 number vehicles were recorded exceeding the speed limit in one session

2. 52mph is the highest speed we have ever recorded through the village

We are still awaiting the results of the Metro tapes installed on the B3098 between West Lavington and Little Cheverell.

D Wood.
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