WEST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 7 JUNE 2012, 7.30PM
IN THE GILES ROOM, WEST LAVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
                                                            MINUTES
                                                                                 ACTION
Present: 
Councillors: Mrs E Evans (Chairman); Mrs J Collins; Mrs M Diccox; Mr T Jones; 
Mrs J Lee[later]; Mr M Page; 
Apologies:  Councillors: Mrs J Ford; Mrs S Gamble; Miss B Green; Mr M May; Mr M Wadman; 
Mr R. Gamble [WC].
Also present: Mr P Baxter (Clerk); Mr Wood [later].





12/13/054
Declarations of interest

There were none.

12/13/055
Minutes of the last meeting of the Council

The Minutes as previously circulated were agreed and signed by the Chairman.
12/13/056
Chairman’s Announcements


The Chairman thanked Mr Wadman and the Clerk for assistance in supplying refreshments for the Annual Parish Meeting, and to all those who contributed to the Jubilee Awareness Day.
12/13/057  Public participation


There were none present
12/13/058 Wiltshire Councillor’s report


In the absence of Mr Gamble there was no report.

12/13/059
Footpaths Working Group report


In the absence of Mrs Ford, the Clerk read out a prepared statement, detailing the activities of the Working Group and its planned work for the near future, including the use of volunteers for remedial works on some footpaths.
12/13/060

Neighbourhood Planning Working Group

In the absence of Mrs Gamble the Clerk read out a prepared statement, detailing the recent work of the Group, noting the success of the consultation stall at the Jubilee Awareness Day and the recruitment of two further volunteers. Mrs Gamble concluded by noting that Wiltshire Council are about to publish its Protocol for the preparation and approval of Neighbourhood Plans and that a copy is to be requested.

12/13/061 Annual Parish Meeting review


The Chairman invited comments on the meeting, with Mrs Collins suggesting that the organisation reports item be replaced with the production of a collated annual review of documentary and pictorial items gathered through the year by the organisations. Discussion concluded that a mixture of this plus stalls similar to the Awareness Day, and some formal reports would provide a mix of experiences and relevance for different groups. It was agreed that Mrs Collins would prepare a more detailed proposal for the next meeting, and would contact local groups to gauge views in the meantime.
12/13/062 Churchyard ash tree


The Clerk updated the Council on arrangements to fell the ash tree later in June.

12/13/063 A360 Roadworks 

The Clerk updated the Council on ongoing contact with the supervisors of the current roadworks, reporting that most of the requested improvements will not be provided due to funding constraints.
12/13/064 Temporary Speed Indicator Device (SID)

The Clerk updated the Council on contact received from the Road Safety Unit, indicating that the SID panel was due for deployment but that the roadworks made that unfeasible. Wiltshire Council would now require another Metrocount data survey to establish average speed before proceeding with the next deployment of the SID.

12/13/065 Highway verge hazards

 
The Clerk advised the Council that following a request for support from a resident, Wiltshire Council had in turn issued advice on the use of objects such as rocks to protect verge edges. After discussion, it was agreed that the next News and Views would carry an article asking residents to remove such hazards from highway verges and advising that approved posts were available instead, and that the matter be handed to Wiltshire Council for further investigation and enforcement where necessary. 

12/13/066 Internal Audit report


The Clerk referred to the previously circulated Audit Report, noting the small number of minor administrative actions to improve financial controls. The Clerk drew attention to the recommendation by the auditor that the size of the General Reserve be increased to improve resilience. The Council noted the report.

12/13/067 External Audit

The Clerk reported receipt of the Annual Return for submission to the External Auditor. The accounting and governance statements were agreed, and the Chairman signed the statements for the Council.

The Clerk also reported that consultation had been received from the Audit Commission on the proposed replacement of the External Auditor from the year 2013/14 onwards with Grant Thornton LLP. The Council had no objections to report.
12/13/068 Standards regime


The Clerk reported receipt of a consultation from Wiltshire Council on a proposed new Code of Conduct for Members, being required by virtue of the Localism Act 2011. Members requested the documents be circulated for consideration.
12/13/069 Dog Control orders

The Clerk reported receipt of Dog Control Orders variously made and proposed by Wiltshire Council. This Council had no comment to make.

12/13/070 Planning matters


The Clerk reported that four decisions had been advised:


E/2012/0365/FUL Strawberry Lee, White St West Lavington, alterations and extension

E/2012/0419/FUL 14 Lavington Lane – extension to rear/ over garage to form dwelling
E/2012/0486/TCA 11 Duck Street, West Lavington – felling of trees and other tree/hedge work;


The above three applications were each approved with conditions.


E/2012/0393/TCA 5 Duck St, West Lavington – felling of two trees was a split decision, with one tree approved and a temporary Tree Protection Order placed on the other. The Council had no objection to the consultation, pending any comments received from neighbours.


One application had been received:


E/2012/0650/TCA 81 and 85 High Street Littleton Panell, reduction of hedge and removal of Leylandii.

The plans were examined and the Council had no objections.

12/13/071
Disbursements
The Clerk reported income of £55 being reparations received for the damage to the Rickbarton bench.



The following payments were approved:






Chq No







    £


1116   Cyan Ltd (Jubilee benches)




799.98



1117   WALC (training course)




102.00



1118   Auditing Solutions Ltd (Internal Audit)


120.00



1119   Clerk (expenses for APM)




  38.15



1120   Village Care & Link (Jubilee Grant from WC)


302.71



1121   F Coles (Waste bins)





  50.00

Upon request from the Clerk, future expenditure was also agreed for the purchase of The Clerks Manual, published by the Society of Local Council Clerks in the sum of £45.
12/13/072
Correspondence and circulars received


There was none.
12/13/073 Area Board meeting dates



The planned dates were discussed and nominations to attend were made.

12/13/074
Date of next meeting


The next meeting will be on 5 July 2012 at 7.30pm, in the Giles Room, Village Hall. A municipal calendar was received, setting out key dates for the ensuing year.
12/13/075
Items of Maintenance

Mrs Collins reported the condition of the road surface in The Spinney and Eastfield. The Clerk was asked to write to the Area Maintenance team.


The potholes in the Village Hall car park were reported. The Clerk undertook to seek opportunities for rectification.
12/13/076
Key Messages

After discussion, Members agreed the issues that would be mentioned in ‘News and Views’ to be: Road verge hazards and encouragement to residents to use local businesses that have suffered lost trade during the roadworks.
The meeting closed at 8.50pm.

Signed……………………………………………..……………. (Chairman) 3 July 2012
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