WEST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 4 APRIL 2013, 7.30PM
        IN THE GILES ROOM, WEST LAVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
                                                            MINUTES
                                                                                   ACTION
Present: Councillors: Mrs E Evans (Chairman); Mrs J Collins; Mrs W Collins; Mrs J Ford; 

Mrs S Gamble; Mr T Jones; Mr M May; Mr M Page; Mr D Wood; 
Apologies:  There were none.
Also present: Mr P Baxter(Clerk); Mr Coxhead; Mrs L Dyson [for part].


13/14/001
Declarations of interest


There were none.
13/14/002
Minutes of the last meeting of the Council

The Minutes as previously circulated were agreed and signed by the Chairman. 
13/14/003
Chairman’s Announcements


The Chairman offered the thanks of the Council to Mrs Collins for her commitment to the Council and the community at this last meeting before retiring at the coming elections.
13/14/004  Public participation


 There was none.
13/14/005
Footpaths Working Group report


Mrs Ford gave an update on the kissing gates and reported that better weather was awaited before further assessing the work required across the network. Mrs Evans undertook to progress the offer received from a local young person in care to undertake some voluntary footpath maintenance.
13/14/006
Neighbourhood Planning Working Group


Mrs Gamble reported that the Steering Group had met on 20 March. Wiltshire Council had accepted this Council’s application for the parish boundary to be designated as a Neighbourhood Planning Area, with the public consultation from 8 April until 22 May as advertised in News and Views and on both Wiltshire Council and parish websites. No neighbouring parishes were currently in the application process. The first successful referendum had recently been held in Eden Valley, Cumbria. Some consideration is required as to how to manage the flow of public consultation and surveys in order that residents are not unduly burdened.
13/14/007
Playgrounds Working Group


Mr May reported that the Group had met on 21 March and recommended that the Council support the formation of a separate voluntary community group to manage the refurbishment and fundraising for Robert’s Playground. All agreed that subject to receiving formal Terms of Reference and notice of appropriate banking arrangements, the funds currently held by the Parish Council on behalf of the Playground could be released into the new Group’s custody. This matter to be placed on the next meeting agenda.
13/14/008
Village organisation reports

The report circulated was noted and is appended to these Minutes.

Mr May reported that the Village Hall AGM would be held on Wednesday 10 April.

Mrs Evans noted that Dauntsey’s Aided Primary School had been granted permission to adopt Academy status, and would become known as “Dauntsey Academy Primary School”.
13/14/009
War Memorial


The Chairman referred to a circulated letter from Mrs Dyson, in attendance, requesting the support of the Council for a proposal to add three names to the memorial. The Chairman invited discussion to cover the nature of the claim made for each name, approval of the Royal British legion (RBL) and church authorities, and whether public funds should be used to fund the inscriptions. Mrs Dyson noted that the RBL were supportive of all three names, as were the one relative found for one of the names. All were at risk of otherwise being forgotten. All agreed that in principle the work should be supported, subject to costs being established and the approvals of other authorities being obtained, with further discussion on the balance between fundraising and the potential use of council funds required. It was also agreed that the matter would be raised at the Annual Parish Meeting for the wider community to be consulted.
13/14/010
Financial Statement


The Responsible Financial Officer presented a written report for the year 2012/13 as circulated, there were no questions and the report was noted.

13/14/011
Final Budget 2013/14


The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) presented a revised budget from that previously drafted, being updated with recent cost pressures and technical variances. The potential for Grounds Maintenance costs to vary with a new contractor appointed by Wiltshire Council was noted. Discussion ensued on the placing of Reserves into accounts with improved interest-bearing properties. It was agreed that the RFO would monitor the level of Reserves and form a judgement as to when such funds should be transferred to such accounts whilst retaining cost-effective and timely access. The RFO reported the annual RPI uplift to the ‘free resource’ calculation for S.137 expenditure, it now being £6.98 multiplied by 928 electors permitting £6,477.44 expenditure. It was proposed by Mr Jones, seconded by Mr Page with all agreed that the Budget 2013/14 v4 be adopted with immediate effect.
13/14/012 Planning matters



There were none.
13/14/013
Clerk’s remuneration


The Chairman reported that as the Clerk had recently achieved the CiLCA qualification the decision of the Council (Minute 11/12/123 refers) that salary be incremented by one point on the salary scale was now applicable. It was proposed by Mrs Gamble, seconded by Mrs Ford, with all agreed that arrangements be made for salary to increase accordingly.
13/14/014
Disbursements


The following payments were authorised:



Chq No





    £


1225  Freetime Bookeeping Ltd  (RTI payroll fee)    180.00


The Chairman and Vice Chairman also signed a revised Standing Order mandate in 
respect of salary arrangements (Minute 13/14/013 refers).

13/14/015 Correspondence and circulars received


The Chairman reported receipt of a letter from Mr Miller thanking the Council for arranging the tidying up of the Stage Post site by the owners. 

The Chairman also reported receipt of notice of the forthcoming resignation of Maj. Matters as the Council’s representative on the Board of Governors of Dauntsey’s School. The appointment would be addressed at the Annual Meeting of the Council in May.
13/14/016
Date of next meeting


The next meeting, which will be the Annual Meeting, will be on 16 May 2013 at 7.30pm, in the Giles Room, Village Hall. 

It was also agreed that the presentation themes for the Annual Parish Meeting to be held on 24 May would be the Village Hall re-development and a discussion on options for improvements to the recreation ground and its facilities. Mr May undertook to arrange some refreshments.

13/14/017 Items of Maintenance

Concern was expressed for the continuing condition of The Spinney road surface. 


Mrs Ford undertook to attend a Wiltshire Council seminar on 23 May on revised Contractor’s arrangements for the management of highways and street scene works. The Chairman reported that agreement had been reached with Wiltshire Council and a local conservator for works to begin on the Robbers Stone.
13/14/018
Key Messages

It was agreed that an article would be placed in News and Views on the Annual Parish Meeting themes, the War Memorial proposals, police advice regarding the appearance of markings outside some houses, the Stage Post condition, and works pending to the Robbers’ Stone.
  The meeting closed at 8.30pm.

                                   Signed……………………………………………..……………. (Chairman) 16 May 2013
Village Organisation reports, April   2013 


  
                               Appendix

Minute 13/14/008 refers
Community Speedwatch
Community speed watch carried out three sessions of monitoring during March, the extreme cold was a factor in the reduced number of sessions, also some volunteers were unwell.

The results of the sessions carried out, is as follows:-


693 vehicles passed our monitoring points


8 vehicles were recorded travelling in excess of 35mph but not more than 40 mph


1 vehicle was recorded travelling in excess of 40mph but not more than 50mph

Following the article placed in the parish magazine seeking volunteers for CSW we can report that the response was nil from the parish.

We have received the results of the Metro tapes  installed on the B3098 between West Lavington and Little Cheverell and a request to the police to carry out a  risk assessment has been sent, which we are still awaiting a response.
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