WEST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL MEETING 16 MAY 2013, 7.30PM
        IN THE GILES ROOM, WEST LAVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
                                                            MINUTES
                                                                                   ACTION
Present: Councillors: Mrs E Evans (Chairman); Mrs Baxter; Mr Coxhead; Mrs J Ford; 

Mrs S Gamble; Mr M May; Mr Oglesby; Mr M Page; Mr D Wood; 
Apologies:  Mrs W Collins; Mr T Jones.
Also present: Mr P Baxter(Clerk).


13/14/019
Declarations of interest


There were none.
13/14/020
Election of Chairman

It was proposed by Mr May, seconded by Mr Page, and with all agreed that Mrs Evans 
be Chairman for the ensuing year.
13/14/021
Election of Vice Chairman


It was proposed by Mrs Evans, seconded by Mrs Gamble, and with all agreed that Mr 
Page be Vice Chairman for the ensuing year.

13/14/022
Delivery of declarations of office



The Clerk confirmed that all declarations had been properly made and received.
13/14/023
Declarations of interest


There were none.

13/14/024
Minutes of the last meeting of the Council

The Minutes as previously circulated were agreed and signed by the Chairman. 
13/14/025
Chairman’s Announcements


There were none.


13/14/026  Public participation


 There were none present.
13/14/027
Wiltshire Councillor’s report


Mr Gamble reported on the new members of the Area Board, and his continued chairmanship of the Area Traffic Group. The next Area Board would hear about changes to Streetscene and waste management, and the Campus project.


Mr Gamble noted the later agenda item on access difficulties for residents in Sandfield at peak school times especially those of a disabled child requiring taxi transport to his own school. Mr Gamble suggested the provision of a sign indicating the driveway concerned, and the Clerk was asked to make appropriate enquiries. Mrs Evans, as a school governor, noted that extensive efforts had been made by the school and governors within the School Travel Plan to change parents’ behaviour but that inappropriate parking still took place.

Mr Page noted that the school peak time coincided with the arrival of refuse collection lorries, and that damage to verges was occurring as vehicles manoeuvred. The Clerk was asked to write to Mr Gamble with a request that the timetabling of the collection round in Sandfield and adjacent streets is adjusted.

13/14/028
Footpaths Working Group report


Mrs Ford reported there had been a late start to the cutting season due to poor weather but by the end of this week, all scheduled footpaths would be ‘topped’, and cut back by the end of next week. 

FP 12 had a wooden batten replaced by voluntary effort, but no further progress has been made by Wiltshire Council with kissing gates or blocked route in Littleton Panell.


Mrs Ford sought additional support to take forward work with Erlestoke Prison. Mr Coxhead volunteered to assume a co-ordination and liaison role.


Mrs Ford encouraged more feedback from councillors as they walked the network.
13/14/029
Neighbourhood Planning Working Group


Mrs Gamble noted that the Area Designation consultation was still running until 22 May, and that the Council had been successful in obtaining a grant award of £6870 from central government to support an Environmental Assessment and consultation work. A conditional acceptance offer was likely to be received before the next meeting. It was proposed by Mr Page, seconded by Mr May, and with all agreed that the Clerk be authorised to sign acceptance of the offer on behalf of the Council. The next Steering Group is to meet on 23 May.
 13/14/030
Review of Standing Orders and Financial Regulations

The Clerk introduced the changes proposed, removing the rescinded Power of Well-being, and inserting the General Power of Competence. It was proposed by Mrs Ford, seconded by Mr Coxhead, and with all agreed that the revised Standing Orders and Financial Regulations be adopted. Copies of both documents were distributed to all Members of the Council present.
13/14/031
Code of conduct


The Clerk introduced a proposed revision to the Code adopted in July 2012, to include non-pecuniary interests and an additional paragraph related to inappropriate behaviour. It was proposed by Mrs Gamble, seconded by Mrs Baxter, and with all agreed that the revised Code be adopted.

13/14/032
The General Power of Competence


The Clerk explained the nature of the Power, and the eligibility of the Council to take the Power within the Localism Act, 2011. The Clerk noted that 100% of the members of the Council were elected at the May elections, and the Clerk holds the necessary qualification. It was proposed by Mr Page, seconded by Mr Coxhead, and with all agreed that the General Power of Competence be adopted.
13/14/033
Review of Committees and Terms of Reference.


No changes to the current arrangements were made.

13/14/034
Nominations to committees


Mr Coxhead was nominated to the Risk Management Committee. No further changes were made to existing appointments.

13/14/035
Review of nominations to external bodies

Nominations were made thus:


Dauntsey’s Aided Primary School: Mrs Evans


Dauntsey’s School: Mrs Gamble


Dauntsey’s Almshouses: Mr Page


Devizes Area Board: May, Mrs Ford; July, Mr Page; September, Mr May; November, Mrs Evans.

13/14/036
Memberships of the Council and staff of other bodies


It was proposed by Mr Page, seconded by Mr Oglesby, and with all agreed that the Council renews its membership of Community First and the Wiltshire Association of Local Councils, and that the Clerk be financially supported in his membership of the Society of Local Council Clerks, the latter in a subscription shared with Worton Parish Council.
13/14/037
Health & Safety Policy Statement review

The Chairman signed the statement for the 2013/14 year.
13/14/038
Requests made under the Freedom of Information Act or the Data Protection Act


The Clerk reported there had been none received.
13/14/039
Review of assets and the Asset Register


The Clerk introduced the Asset Register for the year, and explained the nature of the entries and the audit requirement. The register was agreed.

13/14/040
Internal and External Audit


The Clerk reported receipt of the previously circulated Internal Audit report for the Council, and undertook to manage the single item in the Action Plan related to the Procedures Manual. The Council reviewed its governance within the external audit framework, and agreed that the Chairman should sign the necessary Statements for submission in the Annual Return.
13/14/041
Review of insurances


The Clerk reported receipt of renewal terms from the Council’s insurers with improvements in the standard cover offered for a reduced premium, and with a further 5% reduction that would be subject to a Long Term Agreement for 3 years. It was agreed that the Council would enter the Agreement and the Clerk was asked to make the arrangements.

13/14/042
Sandfield parking

The Chairman noted that this item had been dealt with within Mr Gable’s report.

13/14/043
Informal crossing points


The Clerk updated the Council on discussions with the Community Area Transport Group and the recent pedestrian data surveys required before approvals are issued. Final reports were not available from the consultants engaged for the work. Further updates will be reported as available. 
13/14/044
Public letter bins

The Clerk reported receipt of a complaint about overflowing litter bins. A number of possible solutions were discussed, and the Clerk was asked to make enquiries with Wiltshire Council Streetscene managers and the High Street shop owners with a view to resolving the situation, as well as monitoring this Council’s own contractor.
13/14/045
Setting dates and times of ordinary meetings of the Council

It was agreed that meetings would continue on the first Thursday of the month at 7.30pm except in August, although further consideration would be given to commencing at 7.00pm subject to agreement of all Members.

13/14/046 Planning matters


The following decision was notified:

E/2013/0223/TCA Milton Brook House, 5 Duck Street, West Lavington – tree felling:

approved with conditions.


The following applications were considered:


13/00062/FUL 6 The Farm, Littleton Panell – Rear extension and alteration to roof windows;


13/00144/FUL 57 High Street, West Lavington – New garage and summerhouse;


13/00177/FUL Dauntsey’s School, West Lavington – Extension to Sports Hall entrance lobby;


13/00402/FUL Jeanne House, Dauntsey’s School – replacement of wooden windows with uPVC.


13/00403/LBC Dauntsey’s School – Reception area internal alterations – Listed Bdg Consent;


No objections were made.

13/14/047
Disbursements


The following payments were authorised:


Chq






    £


1226  Community First (subscription)

 36.00


1227  WALC (subscription)


            385.54


1228  Clerk (SLCC subscription share)

 64.00


1229  AON (insurance)


          1312.17


1230 
Auditing Solutions (internal audit)
            126.00


1231  Alphaprint.Me (copying)


 35.00


1232  F Coles (bins)




 50.00


1233  Clerk (expenses inc. website fee)

 94.28


1234  West Lavington Youth Club

          1500.00

13/14/048
Correspondence and circulars received

The Clerk reported receipt of notification of the transfer of the grounds maintenance 
service from Wiltshire Council to Balfour Beatty Living Places. Also received was an 
email from Mr Wood expressing concern for the timing of the metrocount survey 
when a SID panel was also in use. The Clerk was asked to express the Council’s concern 
to the Road Safety Unit and seek their comments on the potential validity of the data.

13/14/049
Annual Parish Meeting


The Council considered the agenda and management arrangements for the meeting to 
be held on 24th May.

13/14/050
Date of next meeting


The date of the next meeting was set for 6 June at 7.30pm in The Giles Room, Village 
Hall.

13/14/051
Items of maintenance


A fallen tree was reported on the recreation ground. The Clerk was asked to make 
arrangements for its removal.

13/14/052
Key Messages

The items for an article in News and Views were agreed. 
  The meeting closed at 9.35pm.

                                   Signed…………………………………………..……………. (Chairman) 6 June2013
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