WEST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 5 SEPTEMBER 2013, 7.30PM
        IN THE GILES ROOM, WEST LAVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
                                                               MINUTES
                                                                                   
Present: Councillors: Mr M Page (Chairman); Mr S Coxhead; Mrs J Ford; Mrs S Gamble; Mr T Jones; Mr M May; Mr R Oglesby; Mr D Wood; Mr R Gamble [WC, for part].
Apologies: Councillors:  Mrs W Collins; Mrs Evans.
Also present: Mr P Baxter(Clerk); 
        ACTION

13/14/095
Declarations of interest


Mr May declared his non-pecuniary interest in the Village Hall as its Secretary (Agenda item 22).
13/14/096
Minutes of the last meeting of the Council

The Minutes as previously circulated were agreed and signed by the Chairman. 

13/14/097
Chairman’s announcements


The Chairman announced the resignation of Mrs Baxter and the Clerk confirmed that a Vacancy Notice had been published.
13/14/098  Public participation


 There was none.
13/14/099
Wiltshire Councillor’s report


Mr Gamble noted the completed work to Sandfield and thanked the Clerk for his work. Recent low flying helicopters had received complaints and feedback received from MoD was explained. The ‘Lavington Loop’ proposed footpath is to be the subject of a Public Inquiry. A complaint had been received about the condition of the maple tree at The Gun, Church Street, Wiltshire Council having declined to treat the tree as a priority. It was suggested that this Council might wish to attend to the tree, with the permission of Wiltshire Council. It was agreed that Members would examine the location, and the matter was deferred to the next meeting. Mr Gamble reported that the matter of high-sided vehicle diversions had now been referred to the new Portfolio Holder to progress, and that the next Area Board meeting would have Neighbourhood Planning as its theme.

13/14/100
Wiltshire Police report


As circulated.
13/14/101
Sandfield on-street parking

The Clerk reported his actions since the last meeting and observations on driver behaviour since the opening of the new school term.
13/14/102
Informal Crossing Points


The Clerk reported on progress since the last meeting, having attended the Community Area Transport Group and a site meeting with the Highways Officer. Schematics of a proposed revised scheme were circulated and agreed, subject to satisfactory consultation with residents immediately affected. The Clerk was asked to continue with the project. 
13/14/103
Speed Indicator Devices


The Clerk reported on a site meeting with the Road Safety Officer responsible for allocations, noting that revised contractor rules prevented the Device from being installed in its usual location. Alternatives were being explored, but the Device would be installed next week along the B3098 Cheverell Road.

13/14/104
Village Hall car park

The Clerk reported that potential costs of enlargement had not yet been established. The need for enlargement was queried, now that the Sandfield works had been completed, whilst concern for the funding route and value for money was also expressed. The use of bus transport for children was noted as being unsuitable for their age. It was proposed by Mrs Ford, seconded by Mr Coxhead and with all agreed, that the Council would undertake monitoring of school parents’ car park use in a variety of conditions over the term. The Clerk undertook to prepare a common briefing and data collection method.
13/14/105 Waste management in the High Street


The Clerk noted that the Council had agreed to reconsider this matter after observing performance over the summer months. In the meantime, a revised collection scheme was in operation through Wiltshire Council’s contractor, with previous concerns for capacity seemingly resolved. It was agreed to close this matter.
13/14/106
Streetscene Community Action days


The Clerk reported receipt of an invitation from the Streetscene Co-ordinator for the Council to engage with its community and share a programme of Community Action that would include such as hedge cutting, sweeping, sign cleaning and litter picking. The Council agreed to participate, and made arrangements for Members to survey the village to list the work requirements and advise the Clerk accordingly.

13/14/107
War Memorial inscriptions

The Clerk reported on his recent site meeting with the stonemason, who indicated that completion might not be possible for this November. The Council agreed that the priority was for completion for the Centenary commemorations in 2014, and asked the Clerk to make appropriate arrangements.

13/14/108
Memorial bench request


The Clerk reported receipt of a request for a memorial bench to be established in the vicinity of Strawberry Hill. A location behind Dauntsey’s School was suggested and the Clerk was asked to progress.

13/14/109
Playground repairs


The Clerk reported receipt of a quotation for repairs to items of play equipment. It was proposed by Mr May, seconded by Mr Jones and agreed by all that the quotation be accepted and repairs made.

13/14/110
Report of the Footpaths Working Group

Mrs Ford reported that dates are in hand for the kissing gate installation at FP6, that FP11 had been cut back by voluntary effort with appreciative comments from passing walkers, and two further volunteers recruited as a result. Dog fouling was an issue and further publicity was requested. Overgown vegetation in both High Streets had been reported to the occupiers. FP15 has some leaning fence posts, which are in hand with volunteers. Motorbikes have been reported to the Police, using footpaths to the rear of Sunnyside and posts to restrict access are being investigated. Mr Coxhead reported on the interruption to the HMP Erlestoke work party programme due to an incident.
13/14/111
Report of Neighbourhood Planning Working Group


Mrs Gamble reported that the tender exercise to appoint a consultancy had now closed, and explained the differences between the two bids received. Mr Oglesby proposed and Mr Coxhead seconded with all agreed that the Clerk be delegated the authority to appoint Firm A, subject to final agreement on terms at a meeting to be arranged with the Core Group. Sub-group reports were now being collated for the Steering Group on 17 September, to which the Wiltshire Council Liaison Officer had been invited.
13/14/112
Village Organisation reports

There were none.
13/14/113
Planning matters


The following applications were considered:


   13/03101/TCA Parsonage House, 11 All Saints Road, West Lavington – Works to trees;


   13/02709/FUL Whites Mill, Mill Lane, West Lavington - Dormer and balcony alterations;


No objections were made.

13/14/114
External Auditors report



The Clerk reported a satisfactory report had been received, with no comments made by 
the Auditor.

13/14/115
Disbursements



It was proposed by Mr Coxhead, seconded by Mr Oglesby and with all agreed that a 
Grant of £400 be paid to the West Lavington Village Hall, principally to fund the waste bin 
service. Mr May took no part in the discussion or decision.


It was proposed by Mrs Gamble, seconded by Mr Coxhead and with all agreed that the 
overspent training budget be augmented by £35 to fund attendance by Mrs Ford on a 
Councillors’ course.


The following payments were then authorised:



Chq






       £



1245  Manchester Safety (cones)                                123.48


1246  Grant Thornton (Audit)                                      120.00



1247  West Lavington Village Hall (Grant) (GPC)      400.00



1248  F Coles (Bins)




 100.00


13/14/116
Correspondence and circulars received



A complaint about dog fouling had been received by email. It was agreed that the News 
and Views article would address the matter. The recent publicity across West Lavington 
regarding the provision of allotments was noted.
13/14/117
Date of next meeting



The date of the next meeting was set for 3 October at 7.30pm in The Giles Room, 
Village Hall.

13/14/118
Items of maintenance


There were none.
13/14/119
Key messages



It was agreed that the October edition of News and Views should include mention of 
crime prevention advice as circulated by the Police, and dog owner responsibilities with 
regard to fouling. 



The meeting closed at 9.30pm.





Signed…………………………………………. (Chairman) 3 October 2013
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