WEST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 3APRIL 2014, 7.30PM
        IN THE GILES ROOM, WEST LAVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
                                                               MINUTES
                                                                                   
Present: 
Councillors: Mrs Evans (Chairman); Mr Blundell; Mr S Coxhead; Mrs J Ford; 


Mrs S Gamble; Mr T Jones; Mr M May; Mr R Oglesby; Mr M Page; Mr D Wood.
Apologies: 
Mrs W Collins; Mr R Gamble [WC].
Also present: 
Mr & Mrs Herniman; PC J Sheate [for part]; Mr P Baxter (Clerk). 
                ACTION

14/15/001
Declarations of interest 


Mr Blundell declared a non-pecuniary interest in a Planning item, as the applicant.
14/15/002
Minutes of the last meeting of the Council

Mr Oglesby questioned the positioning of ‘Public Participation’ in the business of the Council, and queried the level of detail in the Minute. The Clerk gave advice on the Council’s Standing Orders, and undertook to bring a further briefing to the next meeting.


Mr Page proposed and Mr Jones seconded, with 10 votes for and 1 against that the Minutes be agreed as an accurate record of the meeting. Mr Oglesby asked that his name be recorded as voting against this resolution. The Minutes were signed by the Chairman. 
14/15/003
Chairman’s announcements


The Chairman confirmed that she would not be seeking re-election to the position at the Annual Meeting of the Council. Mr Page confirmed that he would not be seeking re-election as Vice Chairman.
14/15/004  Public participation


Mr Herniman set out his objections to the proposed zebra crossing, and deposited a copy of his letter to Wiltshire Council with the Clerk.
14/15/005
Zebra crossing and Informal Crossing Point


The Chairman brought this item forward on the agenda to follow the previous matter. After discussion, the Clerk was asked to write to Wiltshire Council expressing this Council’s continued support for the crossings, whilst raising its concern for the engineering proposal to narrow the head of Lavington Lane, potentially affecting queuing traffic; and seeking clarification that the zebra crossing would be lit in the dark hours.
14/15/006
Wiltshire Police report



PC Sheate introduced himself as the new Beat Manager, reporting that crime in the area continued its downward trend. Reports are circulated based on recorded crime, but there are incidents occurring at times that are not appropriate to publicise. PC Sheate advised that the longer evenings and finer weather can support incidents of anti-social behaviour, and the use of drugs such as cannabis should be reported. Mr Wood queried the nature of Police speed monitoring outside the High Street shop, which was clarified as part of routine operational roads policing.
14/15/007
Wiltshire Councillors report



In the absence of Mr Gamble the Clerk read from a report received, highlighting progress with a number of local drainage issues.
14/15/008
Footpath Working Group report



Mrs Ford thanked the volunteers completing survey reports. The Rights of Way Warden is also completing a survey, and arrangements are being made to share findings and distribute work required. Mr Coxhead confirmed that no further contact had been received from HMP Erlestoke, and the Clerk confirmed no contact received from the Probation service. Mrs Ford advised that the PIG grant scheme had just been launched for this year. The condition of Pagnell Lane surfacing, as a bridleway, was raised. The Chairman thanked Mrs Ford for her continued work on rights of way and for the survey.
14/15/009
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group report



Mrs Gamble reported receipt of a Wiltshire Council circulation advising that following Inspector’s comments on its draft Core Strategy, it would be undertaking their own review of settlement boundaries and housing site allocations, as well as reviewing ratios of affordable housing within developments. There was concern that this work would override Neighbourhood Plans unless close liaison was maintained, and that delay might ensue. It was proposed by Mr Oglesby, seconded by Mrs Ford and with all agreed that the Steering Group be asked to continue with its Plan preparations, in close liaison with Wiltshire Council. Mrs Gamble also reported that the Scoping Report final draft had been received, and that subject to some factual corrections was now ready for submission to Wiltshire Council and onwards to statutory consultees. The Consultant would now be asked to prepare initial site allocations. The Clerk then presented analysis of the questionnaire results, to be published on the website, notice board, and in hard copy at the Village Hall Fayre, Doctor’s surgery, and shop. An article would also be prepared for the next News and Views magazine. Mrs Gamble and the Clerk were thanked for their work.
14/15/010
Playgrounds Working Group report

Mr May reported that the recently arranged meeting had been postponed.

14/15/011
Village Organisation reports


The Community Speedwatch report for March, previously circulated, was noted. Mr Wood commented that speeding remained an issue, and it was agreed that volunteers to provide coverage in West Lavington were required. Education of drivers remained a continuing requirement.
14/15/012
Planning matters



13/07324/FUL 33 High Street – extension and alterations;



13/03978/LBC Littleton house – external rendering;



13/06333/OUT 8 Sunnyside – demolish hosue and build replacement;



14/01129/FUL 3 Ramscliffe – extension;



All approved with conditions.

14/03067/TCA The Garth, 67 High Street, Littleton Panell – fell two rubinias;

14/01873/FUL 24 White Street, West Lavington – alterations and extension.



 14/02757/FUL 9 Sandfield – extension


 No objections were made. Mr Blundell took no part in the discussion on 14/03067/TCA

14/02435/FUL Dauntsey’s School – extension to classroom and workshop space;

The application was supported on condition that the extension would have no adverse impact on the storm drainage system of the school grounds.

14/15/013
Financial statement 2013/14



The Responsible Financial Officer presented a report and accounts for 2013/14, which was noted. Mr May queried the rate of interest on deposits and undertook to assist in identifying providers of higher rates.
14/15/014
Grant request

The Clerk advised that a request had been received from the Worton & Cheverell Football Club, users of the recreation ground, for a grant of £150 toward the costs of weeding and seeding the pitches. It was proposed by Mr Coxhead, seconded by Mr Oglesby, with 7 for and 3 against, and 1 abstention, that a contribution of £75 would be made.

14/15/015
Disbursements


The following payments were authorised:


Chq





                                      £


   1291  SJ Stephens (trees inspection)
390.00


1292  West Lavington village Hall (room hire)                               18.00



1293  Worton & Cheverell FC (Donation, GPC/S.137)
  75.00



A revised Bankers Standing Order was also signed by the Chairman and Vice Chairman for revision of the Clerks salary, agreed at the last meeting.

14/15/016  Correspondence and circulars received


The Clerk reported receipt of a grant request from the NSPCC. It was agreed to hold on file and review budget availability later in the year. The Clerk also reported receipt of a Tick Aware campaign, run by Wiltshire Council. It was agreed that mention would be made in the next News and Views article, and that posters would be placed on the Notice Board.
14/15/017   Date of next meeting


The date of the next meeting, the Annual Meeting, was set for 8 May 2014 at 7.45pm in The Main Village Hall. The Annual Parish Meeting was confirmed for Friday 16 May.
14/15/018
Items of maintenance


The Clerk reported that revised arrangements had been received from the new Streetscene Co-ordinator. Mrs Ford, Mrs Evans, and Mr Coxhead undertook to attend a site meeting on 15 May.
14/15/019
Key Messages


It was agreed that recruitment of Community Speedwatch volunteers and the Tick Aware campaign would be mentioned in the May article for News and Views.


The meeting closed at 9.40pm     Signed……..….…………………. (Chairman of the meeting) 8 May 2014
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