WEST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 9 JANUARY 2014, 7.45PM
        IN THE MAIN HALL, WEST LAVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
                                                               MINUTES
                                                                                   
Present: Councillors: Mrs Evans (Chairman); Mr Blundell; Mrs W Collins; Mr S Coxhead; Mrs J Ford; Mrs S Gamble; Mr T Jones; Mr M May; Mr R Oglesby; Mr M Page; Mr D Wood.
Apologies: Mr R Gamble [WC].
Also present: Mr P Baxter (Clerk). 
                ACTION

13/14/185
Declarations of interest and requests for dispensation


Mrs Ford declared an interest in a planning application for her house, and Mrs Gamble declared an interest as the Council’s nominated representative on the Board of Governors of Dauntsey’s School, in regard to recent flooding involving the school premises.

Cllrs Blundell, Collins, Coxhead, Oglesby and Wood each requested dispensation from the Council to participate in discussion on the setting of the precept, being property owners in the parish. It was proposed by Mr Jones, seconded by Mr Coxhead, and with all agreed that the dispensations be granted for four years.

13/14/186
Minutes of the last meeting of the Council

The Minutes as previously circulated were agreed and signed by the Chairman, having been corrected at Minute 13/14/173 to include the record: “After discussion it was agreed that the Council would set up social media facilities, and the Clerk undertook to seek professional assistance”. 
13/14/187
Chairman’s announcements


The Chairman invited all Members to introduce themselves to Mr Blundell, who had joined the Council at its last meeting.
13/14/188  Public participation


There was none. 
13/14/189  Wiltshire Councillor’s report

There was none.
13/14/190
Bank reconciliation

The Responsible Financial Officer presented a bank reconciliation and statement of reserves. Mr May queried the investment strategy of the Council. It was agreed to sustain previous decisions to hold reserves in interest-bearing Instant Access accounts.
13/14/191
Precept 2014/15

The Responsible Financial Officer presented a further draft budget that required the same precept as at 2013/14, taking into account a reduced grant from Wiltshire Council. It was proposed by Mr Page, seconded by Mr May, and agreed by all that the precept be set at £25,259.46 to be supported by a grant of £840.54 from Wiltshire Council. This would provide a budget of £26,100 with a 0% impact on Council Tax for a band D equivalent house.

The Clerk reported receipt the previous day of a consultation from the Police and Crime Commissioner on his proposal to raise his element of the Council Tax by 2%. It was agreed that the matter would be discussed at the next meeting, to enable full consideration of the proposal, with information to be circulated by the Clerk.

13/14/192
Footpaths Working Group report


Mrs Ford reported that a number of trees had fallen in recent storms but obstructions to paths had been cleared. Mrs Ford sought clarification as to whether an annual condition survey of rights of way should again be undertaken, which was agreed. Several Members volunteered to participate, and Mrs Ford undertook to prepare a survey schedule in due course. The Clerk reported receipt of a formal Notice that an Order had been made by Wiltshire Council to stop-up several ‘tails’ on and around Salisbury Plain, subject to final consultation. There were no objections.
13/14/193
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group report



Mrs Gamble reported that the Steering Group had met on 8 January, receiving a report of a meeting between Impact Planning Services and Wiltshire Council. The Scoping Report, which Mrs Gamble explained in response to a query, was now due which would be considered before submitting to Wiltshire Council for approval and then consultation with statutory consultees. Core Strategy progress had again been interrupted with concerns raised by the Inspector for the number of homes to be planned across Wiltshire, how settlement boundaries might be reviewed, and the ratio of affordable housing to be found in larger developments. The outcomes of these queries may affect the content of the West Lavington Plan. A consultation plan had now been developed, with a leaflet drop in w/b 27 January promoting a questionnaire process for w/b 24 February, and a public exhibition on 1 March. After a vote, the Steering Group had agreed not to use social media. Cllrs Blundell, Collins, Ford, Jones and Wood volunteered to assist with leaflet and questionnaire distribution in support of the Steering Group, all the members of which had also volunteered.
 13/14/194
Village organisation reports

Mrs Gamble reported a statement issued by Dauntsey’s School, in response to concerns raised for the flow of surface water from its fields in recent storms, affecting properties in Sunnyside and Orchard Place. The report set out the investment made in recent years on drainage and noted previous weather-related experiences in 2009. The Council acknowledged that investment, but took the view that professional enquiries should be commissioned by the school with a view to further controlling run-off from the playing fields, as the incidence and consequences of further episodes of extreme weather events were now reasonably foreseeable for the future. Mrs Gamble undertook to convey this view to the School’s Estates Committee when it next meets. 
13/14/195  Playground equipment inspection


The Clerk advised that the number of new items of equipment installed in the Junior 
Playground now meant that a post-installation inspection and risk assessment was 
required, to comply with current standards. It was proposed by Mrs Ford, seconded by 
Mr May, and with all agreed that a quotation from RoSPA Playsafety for £395 be 
accepted, and the Clerk undertook to make the arrangements.

13/14/196
Playgrounds management



The Chairman queried whether established arrangements for the routine inspection of 
play equipment were effective. Mr May, as Chairman of the Playgrounds Working Group, 
reported that there were some gaps in the routine. It was agreed that the Group would 
review the matter, and that Mr Jones would attend a course at Calne Town Council on 
23 
January and report back. Cllrs Coxhead and Jones undertook to join Mr May in sharing the 
weekly condition inspection task.
13/14/197
Insurances



In response to a question at the last meeting, the Clerk explained the nature of 
insurance 
cover in place should legal action be taken against the Council.
13/14/198
Social media policy and accounts



The Chairman introduced discussion on how the Council should further proceed, noting that a decision had been taken at the last meeting that social media accounts be set up. The Clerk confirmed that two Facebook and one Twitter account were now open and available. Benefits and management issues that may arise with the use of Facebook and Twitter were noted. It was proposed by Mrs Ford, seconded by Mr Coxhead, and with 8 in favour, 1 against and 2 abstentions that Twitter continue to be used, and that the two Facebook accounts be deactivated. 


The Clerk then presented a draft policy on the use of social media, noting that it provides rule-based controls for the management of accounts. Additions were agreed that placed obligations on councillors in their private use of their social media accounts if commenting on Council matters. It was proposed by Mr Page, seconded by Mrs Gamble, and will all agreed that, subject to changes and additions as agreed, the Policy be adopted.
13/14/199
Planning matters



The following decisions were reported. 

   13/05662/TCA 8 Rickbarton, West Lavington - raising of crown;

13/05665/TCA Wyneshore, White Street – fell cypress tree and crown reductions.


No objections had been made.



The following applications were considered:

   13/05536/TCA 5 Lavington Lane, Littleton Panell – fell Leylandii tree;

13/06490/FUL SW of Highlands Farm, Gore Cross, West Lavington – Hardstanding;

13/05536/TCA 5 Lavington Lane, Littleton Panell – fell Leylandii tree;
13/06863/LBC Old Post Office, Church St, West Lavington – replace roof, install rooflights, and construct porch; [Mrs Ford took no part in this item]


No objections were made.

13/04587/FUL Dauntsey’s School, West Lavington - new Sports Pavilion;


This application was supported, provided an assurance could be sought that the works would not adversely impact on ground water drainage.


The Clerk reported recent site discussions with the Planning Officer, accompanied by Mrs Ford, to discuss works to the yew trees surrounding the war memorial and to a holly tree near the East Window. It was proposed by Mr May, seconded by Mr Oglesby, and with all agreed that a planning application should be made for the required work. The Clerk further explained that this work and the new inscriptions to the memorial would coincide with preparations for the commemoration of the First World War centenary. It was agreed that the Clerk suggests a co-ordination meeting to interested parties.
13/14/200
Disbursements


It was proposed by Mr Page, seconded by Mr Coxhead, and with all agreed that a requested donation be made to Victim Support. It was proposed by Mr Page, seconded by Mr Jones and with all agreed that a requested donation be made to Wiltshire Citizens Advice. The donation to Community First was approved at the last meeting.

The following payments were then authorised:


Chq





                                   £


   1268  HMRC (PAYE)                                                                        464.40

   1269  Wiltshire Council (Kissing gates)                                       400.00


   1270  Community First (GPC donation)
50.00


   1271  F Coles (Bins)



50.00


   1272  Wiltshire Citizens Advice ( GPC donation)
50.00


   1273  Victim Support (GPC donation)
50.00

13/14/201   Correspondence and circulars received


The Clerk reported newspaper publicity for the Informal Crossing Point, and a letter of complaint concerning the same. The Clerk was asked to make a response. An invitation to Ebenezer Baptist Church Anniversary celebrations on 5 April was reported by the Clerk. The Chairman tendered her apologies, Mr Page, Mr Coxhead and Mrs Gamble undertook to attend, and the Clerk was asked to make a response.

13/14/202   Date of next meeting


The date of the next meeting was set for 6 February 2014 at 7.30pm in The Giles Room, Village Hall. The date of the Members’ Seminar was set for 20 February subject to confirmation of room availability.
13/14/203  Items of maintenance


Mr Coxhead reported water run-off from the access to Littleton Farm houses. The Clerk undertook to make a report. Mr May reported damage beyond repair to the dog waste bin in the Village Hall Car Park. The Clerk undertook to remove the damaged bin.
13/14/204
Key Messages


It was agreed that mention would made in the next edition of News and Views of the council tax precept decision and to acknowledge the disruption caused by recent extreme weather and water run-off.


The meeting closed at 10.00pm     Signed……..….…………………. (Chairman) 6 February 2014
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