WEST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 6 MARCH 2014, 7.30PM
        IN THE GILES ROOM, WEST LAVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
                                                               MINUTES
                                                                                   
Present: Councillors: Mrs Evans (Chairman); Mr Blundell; Mrs W Collins; Mr S Coxhead; Mrs J Ford; 

Mrs S Gamble; Mr T Jones; Mr M May; Mr R Oglesby; Mr M Page; Mr D Wood; 
Apologies: Mr R Gamble.
Also present: Mr & Mrs Lane [for part]; Mr P Baxter (Clerk). 
                ACTION

13/14/224
Declarations of interest 


Mr May declared a non-pecuniary interest in the item for Grants, as Secretary of the Village Hall.
13/14/225
Minutes of the last meeting of the Council

The Minutes as previously circulated were agreed and signed by the Chairman. 
13/14/226
Chairman’s announcements


The Chairman announced changes to the agenda order to accommodate members of the public and confidential staff items.
13/14/227  Public participation


Mr and Mrs Lane presented their objections (as neighbours) to the planning application for a first floor extension to 3 Ramscliff, citing concerns for their right to light, that the proposals are out of keeping with the area and are of excessive size for the plot. Comments were also noted regarding the suitability of the existing wall structure, and access to both construct and maintain the extension over a link-detached flat roof.
13/14/228
Planning matters


14/01129/FUL 3 Ramscliff, West Lavington. A number of observations made by councillors that had visited the site were made. Clarity was also sought on matters of relevance to the planning process. It was proposed by Mr Page, seconded by Mrs Gamble and with all agreed that an objection be made to the application, raising concerns for the right to light, character of the area and plot size. The Clerk was asked to make the appropriate notification to the planning officer.

14/00424/FUL Australia Wood, north of Tilshead, MoD Training Area – hardstanding;


There were no objections.


There were no decisions to advise.
13/14/229  Wiltshire Councillor’s report

In the absence of Cllr Gamble, there was none.
13/14/230
Footpaths Working Group report


Mrs Ford reported that rights of way surveys were now being undertaken and thanked volunteers for their work. The Wiltshire Council consultation on the Countryside Access Improvement Plan (CAIP) is due to close on 28 March, there were no observations to make. FP 10 condition has worsened and the neighbour volunteering to resurface the path will be approached again. The Clerk reported receipt of a number of dog fouling notices from Wiltshire Council, that were handed to Mrs Ford for distribution. The Clerk also reported a possible renewed contact with the Probation Trust Community Payback scheme, and undertook to make further enquiries.

Mr Wood noted the apparent construction of a vehicle track to the rear of Littleton Farm.

13/14/232
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group report



Mrs Gamble reported that the first consultation phase was now concluding, and that the public exhibition on 1 March had been successful with approximately 50 people attending. Volunteers and the Clerk were thanked for their support. Questionnaires would now be collected and analysed. The Scoping Report has been returned to its author for amendment to reflect some local issues. Mrs Gamble thanked Dauntsey’s School for their generosity in printing the questionnaires free of charge.
13/14/234
Health & Safety – fallen trees


The Clerk reported on the recent fallen trees in the recreation ground, advising that urgent works had been commissioned to mitigate the hazards arising. The area is now cordoned off, the website updated, and an article is to appear in News and Views magazine to warn residents to stay clear of the area. The Clerk also reported that in liaison with the Chairman, and the Chairman of the Playgrounds Working Group, an Arboriculturist had visited that morning to examine the remaining trees. As a result another tree had been identified for urgent felling, with prudential management of others recommended. A full survey report would be supplied to the Council. The Clerk was asked to continue with these arrangements, making the remaining trees safe, and to arrange for the remaining debris to be cleared.
13/14/235
Traffic data

The Clerk explained the circulated data received from the metrocount in Littleton Panell High Street. Mr Wood and Mr Coxhead commented that the data had been gathered at the same time as the Community Speedwatch Team had been deployed, and additional comparative data was being requested by the Team from the Police.
13/14/236
Corporate Plan 2014/15-2016/17

It was proposed by Mr May, seconded by Mrs Gamble, and with all agreed that the revised Plan be adopted and published. The Clerk undertook to include reference to the Community Payback scheme previously removed.
13/14/237
Grant request

The Clerk reported that two grants had been requested by the Treasurer to the Village Hall, one to support the provision of picture frames, and another to contribute to the installation of a new rainwater soakaway. The Clerk advised that the Council usually makes a grant toward the cost of the annual waste collection costs, and recommended that the Council combine all these grants into one, if it were minded to approve the requests made. It was proposed by Mr Coxhead, seconded by Mr Page and with all agreed that the grant requests be approved, to a combined total of £550.00, to be paid after the April precept had been received.
13/14/238
Village organisation reports


Youth Club

Mr May reported that changes to staffing arrangements were being introduced, including the appointment of a senior leader, as well as changes to activities, trips, and adventure schemes. Significant donations had also been received from the Costcutter shop and from local football players. A major fundraising event is also planned in the Manor House gardens in June, with catering and banners being organised by the Club.


Village Hall


The Committee now have a phased re-development plan, with first priorities to upgrade heating, lighting, insulation and acoustics in the Main Hall. A fundraising Spring Fayre event is planned for 5 April. 


13/14/239
Disbursements


The following payments were authorised:


Chq





                                      £


   1282  BBLP (grass cutting)


  390.89


1283  BBLP (grass cutting) 


1172.66



1284  Wiltshire Council (Informal Crossing point)
2468.75



1285  Kennet print (exhibition printing)
  150.00



1286  E Evans (refreshments)

    10.22



1287  P Baxter (stationery & H&S materials)
    90.88



1288  F Coles (bins)



  100.00



1289  HMRC (PAYE) 



  464.40



1290  P Baxter (pay adjustment)

1324.69

13/14/240  Correspondence and circulars received


The Clerk reported receipt of an invitation from the Village Hall to participate in the Spring Fayre event on 5 April. After consideration, the Council agreed that it could not resource attendance at this event, and the Clerk was asked to notify the organiser.


An invitation has been received to enter the Best Kept Village Competition, and to attend an associated seminar on neighbourhood planning. The Council agreed to decline the invitation, and noted the seminar date.

13/14/241   Date of next meeting


The date of the next meeting was set for 3 April 2014 at 7.30pm in The Giles Room, Village Hall. The Chairman proposed that the date of the May Annual Meeting be changed to 8 May, which was agreed. Mr Page noted that he would prefer not to stand for re-election as Vice Chairman.
13/14/242
Items of maintenance


The Clerk reported that revised arrangements had been received from the new Streetscene Co-ordinator, undertaking to circulate these to Mrs Ford and Mr May. Mr Coxhead reported a trip hazard on FP4, Mr Jones undertook to investigate.

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

13/14/243
The Chairman proposed and all agreed:

a) That under Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following item as it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part I of Schedule 12A of the 1972 Act, and 


b) That the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosure for the following reasons:-  

The item relates to staffing and the need to protect the privacy of employees.

13/14/244   Staff terms and conditions.



The Clerk explained proposed arrangements for amendments to pay and paid leave relating to 2013/14 and 2014/15. It was proposed by Mr Page, seconded by Mr Jones and with all agreed that the arrangements be approved. It was proposed by Mr May, seconded by Mrs Ford, and with all agreed that the Clerk’s hours (inc. paid leave) be temporarily increased to 10 per week for 2014/15 to accommodate Neighbourhood Planning requirements. It was also agreed to defer discussion for matters related to 2010 to 2013. All matters agreed were placed in a letter to the Clerk, signed by the Chairman.

THE MEETING WAS RE-OPENED TO PRESS AND PUBLIC

13/14/244
Budget 2014/15


The Responsible Financial Officer set out v7 of a revised Budget for 2014/15, accommodating the implications of the staffing item previously agreed. It was proposed by Mr Page, seconded by Mr Coxhead, and with all agreed to adopt the revised Budget v7.


The meeting closed at 9.35pm     Signed……..….…………………. (Chairman) 3 April 2014
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