WEST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL MEETING 8 MAY 2014, 7.45PM
        IN THE MAIN HALL, WEST LAVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
                                                               MINUTES
                                                                                   
Present: 
Councillors: Mrs Gamble (Chairman); Mr Blundell; Mr S Coxhead; Mrs Evans; Mrs J Ford; 


Mr M May; Mr R Oglesby; Mr D Wood.
Apologies: 
Mrs W Collins; Mr T Jones; Mr M Page; Mr R Gamble [WC].
Also present: 
Mr J Cox; Mr P Baxter (Clerk). 
                ACTION

14/15/020
Election of Chairman


It was proposed by Mr May, seconded by Mrs Ford and with all agreed that Mrs Gamble be the Chairman for the ensuing year. Mrs Gamble signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
14/15/021
Election of Vice Chairman


It was proposed by Mrs Evans, seconded by Mr Coxhead, and with all agreed that Mr May be the Vice Chairman for the ensuing year. Mr May signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

14/15/022
Resignation


The Clerk reported the resignation of Mrs Collins. The vacancy would be advertised in due course.

14/15/023
Declarations of interest 


There were none.
14/15/024
Minutes of the last meeting of the Council

The Minutes as previously circulated were agreed and signed by the Chairman.
14/15/025
Chairman’s announcements


The Chairman thanked Mrs Evans for her service as Chairman for the last three years, and looked forward to working with the council in the months ahead.
14/15/026 
Public participation


There was none.
14/15/027
Wiltshire Councillor’s report


There was none.
14/15/028
Footpath Working Group report



Mrs Ford reported on a recent meeting with the Rights of Way Warden, agreeing rights of way survey results and an action plan. Waymarkers and dog foul signage put up, and working party tasks and dates to be established. Dauntsey’s School have noted that once paths have dried out it will be repairing surfaces and installing a gate to deter motorbikes. Enquiries in hand regarding the potential dis-establishment of FP 24 and 25.
14/15/029
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group report



Mrs Gamble noted that Wiltshire Council had clarified its position since the launch of its own review of settlement boundaries. The Steering Group had now published the questionnaire responses on the website, and the final version of the Scoping Report is to be sent to Wiltshire Council for comment. Once site allocations work has commenced, a further public consultation would take place on a first draft Plan in the autumn. Mrs Gamble reported the consultant’s advice that to prepare initial site allocations would be beyond work agreed in the original fee proposal and that additional costs would be required beyond that approved in the Locality grant award. It was proposed by Mr May, seconded by Mr Coxhead with all agreed that an additional £900 be set aside from the Neighbourhood Plan earmarked reserve to meet this contingency, but that efforts are to be made to reduce this burden by negotiation.

Mrs Gamble proposed a response to the Devizes Neighbourhood Plan which was agreed.
14/15/030
Review of Standing Orders and Financial Regulations

The Clerk introduced discussion papers setting out proposals for adopting new national models recently published. It was proposed by Mr Oglesby, seconded by Mrs Gamble and with all agreed that the 2013 model Standing Orders, modified in regard to the recording of public participation and the retention of the existing facility for the asking of questions by Members, be brought to the next meeting for adoption. It was further proposed by Mr Oglesby and seconded by Mrs Ford and with all agreed that the model 2014 Financial Regulations also be brought to the next meeting for adoption, with provision made for the use of internet banking for the administration of banking and internal transfers, but not payment transactions.
14/15/031
Review of Committees and Working Groups

It was agreed that the existing structure of the Council was satisfactory, with the addition of a Personnel Panel. It was agreed that Lead Members may be appointed from time to time on subjects of interest.
14/15/032
Nominations to Committees and Working Groups

The following nominations were agreed:


Risk Management Committee: Cllrs Coxhead, Ford, Gamble, Jones, May;


Footpaths Working Group: Blundell, Coxhead, Evans, Ford, Wood (plus members of public);


Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group: Coxhead, Evans, Gamble, May, Page (plus members of public);


Playgrounds Working Group: Blundell, Evans, Gamble, May (plus members of public).


Personnel Panel: Coxhead, Evans, Gamble, May.

14/15/033
Review of nominations to external bodies and reporting back


The following nominations on behalf of the Council were agreed:


Dauntsey Academy Primary School: Evans;

Dauntsey Almshouses: Page;


Village Hall: Evans, Gamble, May, Wood.


Devizes Area Board: 19 May Blundell, 28 July Coxhead, 29 Sept May, 24 Nov Gamble.

14/15/034
Review of memberships of the Council and staff of other bodies


It was proposed by Mrs Evans, seconded by Mr May, and agreed by all that the Council retains its membership of Community First, the Wiltshire Association of Local Councils, and that it supports the Clerk’s membership of the Society of Local Council Clerks.

14/15/035
Review of Health and Safety Policy Statement


The Chairman signed the Statement for 2014/15.

14/15/036
Requests under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and the Data Protection Act 1998


The Clerk reported that there had been none during the year.

14/15/037
Member/Officer Protocol and Communications Protocol


The Clerk introduced drafts of each Protocol, explaining the link to the draft Communications, Consultation and Engagement Policy (next item). It was proposed by Mr Oglesby, seconded by Mr Blundell and with all agreed that they be adopted.

14/15/038
Communications, Consultation, and Engagement Policy

Mr Coxhead introduced the draft Policy to replace the current Consultation and Engagement Policy. It was proposed by Mr May, seconded by Mrs Gamble and agreed by all that with the addition of a link to the existing Social Media Policy the policy be adopted.
14/15/039
Policy Directory


The Clerk introduced a draft Directory, setting a review timetable over a recurring three year cycle for the review of each of the Council’s Policies and Protocols, which was agreed.
14/15/040
Review of Complaints policy


The Policy was found satisfactory.

14/15/041
Review of Assets Register


The Clerk introduced a revised Register as at 31 March 2014, to include the acquisition of new play equipment, which was agreed.

14/15/042
Review of Insurances

The Clerk reported receipt of renewal terms for the council’s insurances, for the second year of a three-year Long Term Agreement. Renewal on offered terms was agreed.
14/15/043
Internal and external Audit


The Responsible Financial Officer reported that the Internal Auditor had returned a satisfactory report, with no items identified for action. The error in the pay rate calculation had since been corrected. The Council accepted the report. The Council reviewed its governance arrangements in compliance with the External Audit process, and authorised the Chairman to sign the required statements.

14/15/044
Setting dates, times and place of ordinary meetings of the Council


The Council agreed to continue meeting on the first Thursday of each month except August.

14/15/045
Planning matters

The following applications were considered:


14/03575/FUL 9 Sandfield West Lavington – 2 bed bungalow in garden;


14/03622/FUL 8 Lavington Lane Littleton Panell – replacement porch and outbuilding;


14/03570/FUL 8 Sunnyside West Lavington – replace existing roof;

14/04208/FUL Stage Post site High St., West Lavington – demolish outbuildings, construct new beer garden.
No objections were raised.


14/03466/FUL 79A High Street Littleton Panell – demolish building, erect new cottage;

It was proposed by Mr May, seconded by Mrs Ford and with all agreed that an objection be made with regard to proposed on-street parking.
14/15/046
Disbursements


The following payments were authorised:



Mr May declared his non-pecuniary interest in items for the Village Hall and Youth Club.



Chq





                       £



1294  WALC (Subs)



                 400.96



1295  JKH Masonry (war memorial cleaning)              672.00



1296  Impact Planning Services  (NP Consultancy)   1942.20



1297  Aon Uk (Insurance)



  1205.18



1298  AlphaPrint.Me  (printing)


      17.50



1299  Auditing Solutions  (Internal Audit)
                 132.00



1300  West Lavington Village Hall (GPC Grant)
    550.00



1301  P Baxter  (Stationery, website, travel)                173.68



1302  West Lavington youth Club  (GPC Grant)         1500.00



1303  F Coles  (Bins)




      50.00

14/15/047
Correspondence received, key messages and public contact

No correspondence had been received. The Clerk reported that no further contact had been received about the proposed zebra crossing, and suggested that the Highways Officer recommendation that personal consultation with neighbours near the proposed crossing be pursued. Mr Coxhead and Mrs Gamble undertook to make contact.
14/15/048
Annual Parish Meeting


Final agenda and facilities arrangements were agreed.

14/15/048  Date of next meeting


The date of the next meeting was set for 5 June 2014 at 7.30pm in The Giles Room. 
14/15/049
Items of maintenance

There were none.

The meeting closed at 10.30pm     Signed……..….…………………. (Chairman) 5 June 2014
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