WEST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 26 MARCH 2015, 7.30PM
        IN THE WEST LAVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
MINUTES
Present: 
Councillors: Mrs S Gamble (Chairman); Mr P Blundell; Mr M Challinor; Mr S Coxhead; 

Mrs E Evans; Mrs J Ford; Mr M May; Mr R Oglesby; Mrs M Rowles; Mr D Wood; Mr R Gamble [WC later].
Apologies: 
none.
Also present: 
Mr A North (Community First); Mr P Baxter (Clerk). 

Before the meeting opened Mr Alex North, of the Community First Good Neighbours Scheme, gave a presentation on his recent work in the community.



ACTION
15/16/001
Declarations of interest 


Mr May declared a non-pecuniary interest in the item for a Village Hall grant application.
15/16/002
Minutes of the last meeting of the Council

The Minutes as previously circulated were agreed and signed by the Chairman.
15/16/003
Chairman’s announcements


The Chairman reported the retirement of Mr Jones from the Council, and thanked him for his service to the Council and the community. Arrangements are in hand to mark the occasion with Mr Jones. The Chairman also noted the Clerk’s decision to retire at the end of June, which would require consideration later in the meeting.
15/16/004    Public participation


There was none.
15/16/005
Wiltshire Councillor’s report


A written report was read by the Clerk, and Mrs Ford reported on attendance at the last Area Board meeting, the minutes of which are on the Wiltshire Council website. The Clerk undertook to circulate further details on the Devizes Safe Places scheme. Mr Blundell undertook to attend the next Area Board meeting on 18 May.
15/16/006
Report of the Footpaths Working Group


Mrs Ford referred to the circulated report, with some outlying paths requiring inspection to complete the Annual Survey. A meeting with the Rights of Way Warden to allocate tasks arising is arranged for 20 April. A number of complaints about dog waste have been received.
15/16/007
Report of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group



The Chairman advised that the consultant had now approached identified landowners or their agents and replies had been received from all except one. All respondents had agreed that their land could be considered and discussed within published documentation and consultation processes. Some access issues remain to be resolved, and further enquiries are ongoing. 

The Chairman explained Wiltshire Council’s informal consultation on its proposed methodology for selecting sufficient sites to meet the target for 210 new homes in the Devizes Community Area, and to meet a rolling 5 year land supply as required by the Core Strategy Inspector. The Steering Group had considered the detail of the questions set out for the consultation, and had recommended responses for consideration by the Council. All were agreed, and the Clerk was asked to make the submission by the deadline of 31 March.  [Cllr Gamble R joined the meeting at 8.50pm]
15/16/008

Post Office facilities


Mrs Rowles reported on a meeting with the new owner of the shop, who had expressed interest in re-opening Post Office services and had asked the Council to make an approach to the Post Office on his behalf. The Clerk reported that an online submission had been made with no response to date. Mrs Rowles undertook to enquire whether contact had been arranged directly.
15/16/009
Defibrillator project


The Clerk reported that the final defibrillator had now been installed in the Rutts Lane kiosk, and mains power connected. Authority was agreed for essential additional expenditure for the installation, being £16 for materials, £64 for signage, £40 for paint and £172 for electrician services. The date for the public awareness session was noted as Monday 27 April at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. It was noted that the kiosk retains space for shelving should the Council wish to proceed with a community book-swap facility in the future.
15/16/010
Planning matters



The Clerk reported the following decisions:


14/11601/FUL Dauntsey’s School – partial demolition of classroom indirectly linked to listed Main 
Building;

14/11672/LBC – listed building consent for above works; 



Both approved with conditions.


The following application was considered, with no objections made:

15/02369/FUL 10 Lavington Lane, Littleton Panell – 2 storey extension and internal alterations;



The Clerk reported an incident of unauthorised tree works in a Conservation Area, at the Haven Care Home, High Street, Littleton Panell. Planning Enforcement officers are investigating the breach, with a view to taking formal action.
15/16/011
Finance 2015/16


The Responsible Financial Officer reported on an interim review of the predicted closing position   and opening 2015/16 position with carried forward balances. A full Financial Statement would be made at the May meeting. Since the budget had been agreed in January, a number of opportunities had arisen following successful grant applications by the Youth Club and Village Hall. It was agreed that planned works for fencing and tree works in the recreation ground be commissioned in due course, and it was noted that the opening balance, in-year project budget allocation and the Youth Club grant would be sufficient in due course to enable the refurbishment of the BMX track. Mrs Gamble reported a successful outcome to an initial meeting of community volunteers concerned for making improvements to the street-scene with floral displays. It was agreed to defer funding decisions on this project to later in the year. Mr Blundell proposed that the grants budget be increased to £4000 which was not seconded and the proposal fell. 

15/16/012
Village Hall grant request


The Clerk reported receipt of a request for grant funding from the Chairman of the Village Hall committee, being required to support improvements to the Hall electrical and heating systems. The Hall had been successful in attracting partial funding from the Area Board, which was conditional on securing match funding from other sources. Mr Coxhead proposed, seconded by Mr Oglesby, that a grant of £2000 be made, acknowledging that a budgeted £1,200 remains available for allocation to the Youth Club for potential increase later in the year as available funds permit. On being put to the vote, 5 were for, 1 against, with 4 abstentions by those councillors also on the Village Hall committee. The proposal was agreed.
15/16/013
Disbursements

There were none.
15/16/014

Clerk’s vacancy



The Clerk introduced a proposed vacancy advert and circulated copies of a proposed Job Description and Person Specification. The advertised salary scale was agreed to be LC1 SCP22. The Clerk was asked to circulate to Members for comments by Tuesday 31 March, prior to advertisement.

15/16/015    Correspondence and circulars received, key messages and public contact.

There was no correspondence. Items for the News and Views magazine were agreed related to dog waste, street-scene floral improvements by residents, an invitation to donate books for a book-swap facility at the Churchill Arms, and the success of the luncheon clubs.
15/16/016    Date of next meeting


The date of the next meeting, being the Annual Meeting, was set for 7 May 2015 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall Giles Room. The date for the Annual Parish Meeting was set for 27 May in the Main Hall.
15/16/017
Items of maintenance


There were none.
   The meeting closed at 10.30pm                              Signed…………...………..…………………. (Chairman)  7 May 2015
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