WEST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 8 JANUARY 2015, 7.30PM
        IN THE WEST LAVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
MINUTES
Present: 
Councillors: Mrs S Gamble (Chairman); Mr P Blundell; Mr S Coxhead; Mrs J Ford; Mr T Jones; 

Mr M May; Mr R Oglesby; Mrs M Rowles; Mr D Wood;
Apologies: 
Mrs E Evans; Mr R Gamble [WC].
Also present: 
Mr M Challinor; Mr P Baxter (Clerk). 


ACTION
14/15/176
Declarations of interest 


Mrs Rowles declared a pecuniary interest as the owner of property subject to council tax, and sought dispensation to participate in the precept item. It was proposed by Mr Coxhead, seconded by Mr Jones and with all agreed that the dispensation be granted. Mrs Rowles also declared a non-pecuniary interest in the item on disbursements, as an invoice had been submitted by her spouse for repairs to the hall terrace.
14/15/177
Minutes of the last meeting of the Council

It was proposed by Mrs Gamble, seconded by Mr May, and on being out to the vote, 6 were for, 1 against and with two abstentions the Minutes as previously circulated were agreed and signed by the Chairman.
14/15/178
Co-option to councillor vacancy


The Clerk clarified the vacancy advertising process, initiated on this Council’s request by Wiltshire 
Council and supported by local advertisement for the statutory time limit. Mr May proposed, 
seconded by Mrs Gamble and 
with all agreed that Mr Michael Challinor be co-opted to the Council. 
Mr Challinor signed the declaration of office and took his seat. Mr Challinor sought  
dispensation to 
participate in the precept item as the owner of a property subject to council tax. It 
was proposed 
by Mrs Ford, seconded by Mr Jones and with all agreed that the dispensation be granted.
14/15/179
Chairman’s announcements


The Chairman looked forward to the return of Mrs Evans, and noted the receipt of arrangements for nominations to a selection process for tickets to a Buckingham Palace Garden party.
14/15/180    Public participation


There was none.
14/15/181
Wiltshire Councillor’s report


There was none. 
14/15/182
Report of the Footpaths Working Group


A written report had been circulated. The Council offered its thanks to Mr and Mrs Ford for their work in effecting repairs to a stile on FP12 over the Christmas season, and for their continuing support for rights of way generally. Further work on the stile was demonstrated as being necessary. FP1 requires some brambles to be cleared, and liaison with Network Rail as adjacent landowner is required by the Rights of Way Warden. Confirmation had been received from Market Lavington PC that work would be done on MLAV4 when water levels had fallen to permit access. A number of electric fencing and animal feedstuff blockages to rights of way were reported, together with rutting on BW5 that may be hazardous to horses or walkers, with photographic support. The Clerk undertook to inform the Rights of Way Warden.  Annual Survey packs were distributed to members volunteering to inspect sections of the parish network.

The Clerk reported two responses, and Mr Oglesby none, to the residents’ consultation exercise for a proposed permissive path from the Chocolate Poodle area to Littleton Panell. It was agreed that a Polish translation would be sought and the exercise repeated for relevant households.

14/15/183
Report of Neighbourhood Planning Steering Group


The Steering Group had yet to meet again, so there was no report.
14/15/184
Grounds maintenance quotation 

The Clerk reported that further negotiation with the preferred supplier had elicited an offer of a three-year deal with the price fixed to the 2015 base plus 1.5% inflationary rise per annum. Mr Jones proposed, seconded by Mr Oglesby and with all agreed that this offer be accepted. The Clerk was asked to complete the contract process.
14/15/185
Precept 2015-16

The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) presented a draft budget for 2015-16. It was proposed by Mr May, seconded by Mr Oglesby, and agreed by all that a precept of £25,725.02 be demanded, being a Band D house equivalent of £57.28 representing a 0% rise on last year.
14/15/186
Nomination to external body


The Chairman reported that with the retirement of Mr Page, there arose a need to nominate a replacement representative to the Dauntsey Almshouses charity. Mrs Gamble proposed, seconded by Mr Challinor and with all agreed that Mr May be the Council’s nominee.

14/15/187
Flooding preparedness


Mr Jones noted that it was about a year since the water run-off incident involving Dauntsey’s School playing fields, and that there seemed to have been no report received about any actions the school planned to take for the future despite a joint-agency site meeting some months after the event. The Clerk was asked to write a letter to the school seeking a statement of its intentions.

14/15/188
Planning matters

The following decisions were notified:

14/10560/TCA 28 White St, West Lavington – fell one ash tree;

14/10564/TCA Parsonage House, All Saints Road, West Lavington – fell one blue Arizona cypress;

14/10923/TCA 9 Orchard Place, West Lavington – fell one Cherry plum tree;

14/11072/TCA The Old Post Office 20 Church St, West Lavington – fell one Maple, crown reductions to Birch and Beech;



 No objections had been made.


The following application received after the agenda was published was deferred to the next 
meeting:



15/00135/TCA 11 Duck Street, West Lavington – fell two yew trees.
14/15/189
Damage to High Street Notice Board



The Clerk reported on damage sustained to the Notice Board by vandalism, and the work in hand 
to effect repairs.
14/15/190
Disbursements

The Clerk reported receipt of charitable donation requests from Wiltshire Citizens Advice and Victim Support. Cllr Blundell declared a non-pecuniary interest in the matter regarding Citizens Advice as a volunteer. Mrs Ford proposed, seconded by Mr Coxhead and with all agreed that £50 be donated to each charity.


The following payments were authorised (with Mrs Rowles and Mr Blundell abstaining):


Chq





                                        £


    1345  D Coxhead  (Closed Burial ground maintenance)
1500.00


1346  HMRC (PAYE)



  586.80



1347  D & M Services (Hall terrace repair)
    35.00



1348  P Baxter (expenses – glass, printing, postage)
    69.45



1349  Victim Support (GPC donation)

    50.00



1350  Wiltshire Citizens Advice (GPC donation)
    50.00 



A Bankers Mandate was also revised to provide for the 2014-16 national pay award for the Clerk.
14/15/191    Correspondence and circulars received


The Clerk reported receipt of a consultation from the Police and Crime Commissioner on his proposal to increase the Policing element of the Council Tax. The Clerk undertook to circulate the paper to councillors.
14/15/192    Date of next meeting


The date of the next meeting was set for 5 February 2015 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall Giles Room.
14/15/193
Items of maintenance


Overhanging brambles at head-height on the pavement near 60 High Street Littleton Panell were reported. The Clerk advised that the next Streetscene co-ordinator visit would be on 5 March. Mr May, Mr Jones, Mr Coxhead and Mrs Ford undertook to attend.
14/15/194
Key Messages


It was agreed that mention would be made in an article for News and Views of the precept, the telephone kiosk consultation, and the retirement of Mr Page.
The meeting closed at 8.40pm                                 Signed……..………..…………………. (Chairman)  5 February 2015
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