WEST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 7TH APRIL 2016, 7PM
        IN THE WEST LAVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
MINUTES
Present: 
Councillors: Mrs S Gamble (Chairman),  Mrs J Ford, Mr M May, Mrs B Matters, Mr M Challinor,  Mr R Oglesby, Mr P Blundell, Mr R Scott, Mrs M Rowles, Mrs E Evans  and Mr S Coxhead.
Also present:
Cllr R Gamble [WC], Mr and Mrs J Hodges, and Ms C Holloway




ACTION
16/17/001
Apologies for absence

There were none.
16/17/002
Declarations of interest

Mr May declared a non-pecuniary interest in the West Lavington Youth Club, if the grant request

should be discussed.
16/17/003
Minutes of the last meeting of the Council 03/03/16

The minutes were agreed to be a true and accurate record.

Proposed: Mr S Coxhead, Seconded: Mrs J Ford and all councillors present in agreement.

16/17/004
Chairman’s announcements

John Wells –the Chairman was delighted to announce that Mr Wells, now 96 and born and bred in West Lavington, had been appointed Chevalier of the Legion d’Honeur for his part in the D-Day Landings.
Clean for the Queen – coverage of the parish response has been in the Gazette and Herald, News and Views and published on the parish council website.  The Chairman thanked everyone involved including Mr Blundell for taking the photographs and Mr Coxhead for drafting the communications.  The bus shelters have also been cleaned and the one on Lavington Lane has been painted.  The telephone box at The Gun , which houses one of the defibrillators, was cleaned.  Thanks also to Mr Coxhead and Mr Challinor for their leadership on this project.

 

West Lavington Post Office – there has been an “official”opening but the post office is not operational yet due to technical issues. 

Streetscene – daffodils have been planted around  the Robber’s Stone  with thanks  to Mr and Mrs Rowles .
British Telecom proposed work – this was due to take place at the same time as the Manor Sculpture and Art Exhibition but negotiation has taken place so that it will now not commence until after closure of the event on 13/06/16.


Blue car parked in Village Hall carpark  - the police have been advised and a relevant form
V888 has been completed to DVLA.  The owner, when identified, will then be notified that if the car is not removed within 14 days, the council can have it removed from the Village Hall carpark.
Widening of pavement in Lavington Lane – a complaint received in relation to the narrowing of the pathway due to erosion of the bank had been referred to Wiltshire Council.  The parish steward had reportedly cleared some of the pathway, but the complainant had further complained that only two thirds of the width of the pathway was open.  Wiltshire Council responded that heavy equipment would be required to clear the growth and this would be very expensive and impact road usage whilst the work was being carried out.  Cllr R Gamble is still trying to progress with Philip Whitehead, Cabinet Minister for Highways, but Wiltshire Council does not consider the issue to be a priority. West Lavington footpaths team would be willing to help move back the earth if Market Lavington’s Parish Council would also help.

Parking in The Spinney – response from Wiltshire Council is that yellow markings would not be

considered under CAT G.  Mr Challinor has spoken to local residents and it is hopeful that people


will try to be more considerate when parking.

Robert’s Playground – Robert’s Playground Community Group have a working party day planned for 17th April to tidy up and carry out some maintenance.  Clerk to check when the first grass cut of the season will take place.  The damage to the birch tree needs to be investigated further as councillors believed that the grass cutting company had accepted liability.  Clerk to contact Peter Baxter and then to be discussed at Playgrounds Working Group meeting on 21st April.  Robert’s Playground Community Group have confirmed that they do not have any funding for projects.  There is a lot of rubbish around the back of the Village Hall and Mr May agreed to look into having it removed.

West Lavington Village Hall – the current Chair, Mr Steve Barr, will be stepping down due to moving away from the area.  Therefore the committee is looking for a chair, secretary and another committee member from the Parish Council following the vacancy  which arose following the death of David Wood.
Queen’s Birthday on 11th June – The Churchill public house will be having a BBQ, live music a bouncy castle and stocks to support celebrating. The theme is red, white and blue.
16/17/005
Planning Applications and Public Participation

16/01955/FUL Cliffe Farm, Stibb Hill, West Lavington SN10 4LQ – change of use and extension

of former diary building to create holiday cottage – Mr and Mrs J Hodges, as members of the public, came to the meeting to present their concerns about  future potential  development  which they felt would increase the traffic on a small country lane, that does not have a footpath application. However, they wished to confirm that they have not been communicated with about the present application, although the report in the local newspaper advised that they have been. Although not objecting to the current planning application, Councillors felt development of the site should be subject to the following conditions: restricted to holiday use only, relate to the standing structure and not any additional buildings, require clay pen tiles (red) as roof material and, due to quiet country lane setting used by cyclists and pedestrians, seek to maintain low level traffic flow.

16/02518/FUL White Hill Cottage, Strawberry Hill, West Lavington SN10 4LZ – conversion of


agricultural store and link to dwelling plus extension to dwelling and 16/02519/FUL at the

same address to reinstate previously demolished section of the open barn and convert to office.  Construct to office extension– Caroline Holloway, the site owner, attended to answer any questions. Councillors raised no objections but advised the applicant to ask if the application should be treated as a listed building.


16/02017/FUL 129 High Street, Littleton Panell, SN10 4EU – detached dwelling including 


demolition of studio – Councillors were very concerned that traffic exiting  from the property

onto the road would create a dangerous situation for road users on the A360 as well as pedestrians on the pavement. As yet there is no highway report to look at this. In addition, they felt  that the proposed development would be cramming too much onto one site and there would be a loss of amenity to the houses at the front of the site. Consequently, they wished to object to this application.  

16/02540/REM 7 Lavington Lane, Littleton Panell  SN10 4EY – demolition of existing dwelling 

and garage and construct new dwelling – there were no objections to this application.


16/02414/TCA 41 High Street, West Lavington SN10 4JB – felling of section of beech hedge


between 14 High Street and Hedges House – no objections.

Clerk to respond to Wiltshire Council planning.

Planning Decisions

16/00652/FUL Dauntsey’s School, High Street, West Lavington SN10 4HE – revisions to an 


Existing consented scheme ref 14/11601/FUL


16/00771/LBC Dauntsey’s School, High Street, West Lavington SN10 4HE – revisions to an 
existing consented scheme re 14/11672/LBC

Member of the public left after this agenda item.
16/17/006
Wiltshire Councillor’s Report  - Cllr R Gamble

Balfour Beaty contract with Wiltshire Council has now come to an end and Ringway will be the


new contractor.


Parish Steward  - this scheme is to be reintroduced and each parish council should be aware of


their contact.

Closure of B3098 – this is the route to Westbury and work will commence next week, so closures
will be in the evenings.  Mr Steve Coxhead advised that the signs are not located in the right place.


SID – this is still in progress

Bus Review – there have been 10,000 plus responses.  Half of the bus routes are commercial and these will not be affected but Wiltshire Council budget pressure will inevitably require changes to 

to subsidised services.
Area Board meeting 16/05/15 – there will now be a 30 minute question period at some point in meetings.

Neighbourhood Watch Scheme – there will be an AGM in June. Currently there is no  


co-ordinator from West Lavington Parish. The parish is invited to participate.

West Lavington Annual Parish meeting on 12th May – this is the same date as the Eastern 


Area Planning meeting.

Councillor R Gamble left the meeting.
16/17/007
Report on the Footpaths Working Group

Annual Surveys – Mrs Ford thanked councillors for completing their walks and handing in the


paperwork.


Meeting with local farmers – date agreed as 5th July and Mrs Rowles will ask The Churchill if the
function room can be used. Letter to be drafted to send to farmers once the room has been confirmed.

Fly-tipping – following a discussion, it was agreed to write to local residents to advise that fly


tipping is a criminal offence. Mrs Ford to draft a letter.

RoW Leaflets - have been printed and delivered to all households.  Invoice received for £110.24.

16/17/008
Neighbourhood Plan
The report of the consultation findings had been distributed to councillors. One amendment was tabled: concerning the number of questionnaires delivered to households and other stakeholders. Given the number of dwellings in the parish and the number of additional questionnaires circulated to organisations and landowners, the number should reflect a figure of around 1050 questionnaires with the percentage returned being around 30%.  It was agreed that the report, with this one amendment on page 2, be published on the website and in other prominent locations (The Churchill, Courtyard Surgery and Market Lavington Library) and a summary be posted on the Council’s notice board and obtainable in the aforementioned locations as well as Costcutters.  

Proposed: Mr S Coxhead


Seconded: Mr R Oglesby


All councillors present in agreement

The nine residents and site agent who wrote letters alongside returned questionnaires will also

be written to and provided with a copy of the report.  The deadline for completion of all these tasks would be Monday 11th April.  It was further confirmed that funding for completion of the Environmental Report was available and would be applied for in due course.
16/17/009
Community Resilience
Councillors had received draft documentation to complete regarding contact details of the newly formed Emergency Group and which has been sent to Wiltshire Council.  Areas of the plan still to be developed concern Flood Plan, Flood Warden, Snow Plan and Snow Warden, Pandemic Flu Plan, Volunteer Co-ordinator, Loss of Utilities.  There will also be a need in due course to produce a ‘telephone tree’ and identify local people with resources e.g. chainsaw, generators.  Mr Coxhead will split these tasks into manageable sections.

16/17/010
Budget – grant and project fund allocations

Potential projects  put forward include refurbishment of  the Robber’s Stone, training for the clerk, carpark at the Village Hall, Community Resilience, elderly in the parish, maintenance of Robert’s Playground and recreational ground equipment including the BMX track, and Streetscene.  At the next meeting, allocations will be confirmed.  A small group of councillors (Mr Challinor, Mr May and Mrs Ford) would look at ideas in support of a grant for the elderly.

BMX Track  - this will cost £1500 - £3000 per annum to maintain and it was agreed that this was

a significant amount.  There was, therefore, potential for considering a different surface with less maintenance costs attached.
Precept – the first tranche will be paid at the end of April, so will be available to allocate and spend where necessary.
16/17/011
Annual Parish Meeting – 12th May at 7pm

Guest speaker from Wiltshire Council has now been booked to talk about Community Resilience.


Need to publicise and invite neighbouring parish councils.
16/17/012
Disbursements

Cheque Number                    
Payee                                 
£


1421
Wiltshire Council
110.24

1422
WLVH (NHP hire)
11.00


1424
Kaye Elston (waste sacks)
26.99


1425
Kaye Elston (clerk salary)
246.55


1426
HMRC
492.40


1423
WLVH (waste clearance)
520.00


1427
WLYC (grant)
1000.00

The last two cheques will only be sent once the precept has been received.

16/17/013
Correspondence

Lavington Lane – letter received advising of the disgusting state of the lane in relation to rubbish, 

dog fouling, poor pavement and graffiti. Mr Coxhead agreed to have a look at the condition. 

Parish Steward Scheme – Mrs Ford attended the meeting and advised that Wiltshire Council will


carry out work on a health and safety or statutory basis only and any other work will be


discretionary. Wiltshire Council will collect up rubbish on a public highway but not on private


land.

West Lavington Village Hall – thank you letter received from Village Hall chairman for the contingency grant to the Village Hall agreed by the Parish Council for the forthcoming financial year.

16/17/014
Date of next parish council meeting


Thursday 5th May at 7pm
16/17/015
Items of maintenance

News and Views – Mrs Gamble will submit Neighbourhood Plan information and notice of


Annual Parish Meeting.


Motorbikes up on Sunnyside – this has been reported to the police and a crime number 
recorded.


Corporate Plan meeting  - normally in April, but will defer until  June as a lot happening in 


May.


Area Board Meeting 16/05/16 – Mr Coxhead to attend.

Meeting closed at 10.10pm
   Signed……………………………………………………………………………..5th May 2016
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