WEST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 3RD MARCH 2016, 7PM
        IN THE WEST LAVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
MINUTES
Present: 
Councillors: Mrs S Gamble (Chairman),  Mrs J Ford, Mr M May, Mrs B Matters, Mr M Challinor,  Mr R Oglesby, Mr P Blundell, Mrs M Rowles, Mrs E Evans  and Mr S Coxhead.




ACTION
15/16/188
Apologies for absence

Mr R Scott and Mr Richard Gamble (WC) - these were accepted.
15/16/189
Declarations of interest

There were none.
15/16/190
Minutes of the last meeting of the Council 04/02/16

The minutes were agreed to be a true and accurate record.

Maintenance of the BMX Track – as discussed at the last meeting the maintenance of the track is 


very expensive and volunteers have come forward to carry out the work.  Clerk has checked this 


with the insurance company who advised that an authorised company needs to be used to ensure


that any potential claims by the workmen or the public for injuries would be covered.
15/16/191
Chairman’s announcements


British Telecom work planned at the Junction of White Street and Church Street – these planned
works have been published in the Gazette and are confirmed to be taking place for the whole of March.  They are described as of a nature that will cause “severe disruption”.


Wessex Water – this is work also planned for 7th – 9th March at the crossroads in West 
Lavington.  

West Lavington Post Office – the re-opening of a post office in the village has now been confirmed as from 1st April.  The parish council supported the application when it was made and is pleased it has been successful .


Parked cars in Market Lavington cause problems for the fire service – this was the headline of an article appearing in the Gazette & Herald which highlights the problems that could also occur in The Spinney as a result of parking behaviour there. A CAT G application has been made for markings to be placed on the road. Mr Challinor offered to speak with an owner of one of the parked vehicles to explain the problem.  Residents are reminded that if emergency vehicles are called and cannot get through then then police should be called.

Blue car parked in Village Hall carpark  - this vehicle, which has been parked for many weeks in the car park and appears to be abandoned, has been reported to the police.  On the other hand, the owner may be a resident of the area. Concerns were voiced over parking issues around The Spinney and the Village Hall due to a lack of parking spaces. Aster would be approached to enquire if more parking spaces for residents could be provided. Many already park on the grass as well as the streets. In addition, Councillors would welcome once more attendance of a  community police officer at parish council meetings, although they appreciate that this can be challenging due to resource issues.  Clerk to write to the Police and also to Aster Housing.

Thank you to councillors – Mrs Gamble thanked councillors for all their support in running a

number of activities over the last month such as Clean for the Queen, working on the budget, 
footpath walks, Streetscene,  community resilience, playground and equipment and the 
Neighbourhood Plan.


Dauntsey Academy Primary School – has a new Headteacher and the school has just been

Ofsted inspected and received a grading of ‘good’.  Mrs Evans read part of the Ofsted report to councillors. The Chair will extend the Council’s congratulations to the school in her report for News and Views.

15/16/192
Public Consultation


There were no members present, so no matters raised.
15/16/193
Wiltshire Councillor’s Report – Mr Gamble had sent an email report prior to the meeting noting

the following:

Dauntsey’s Almshouses Charity – a vacancy has been advertised for one of the two Dauntsey’s almshouses in The Spinney.  The property is a one bedroom bungalow suitable for a couple or a single person.  The vacancy was brought to councillors’ attention in the hope that a new tenant might be found before the closing date of 18th March.


Road works along B3098 – there are various works towards Westbury that may be disruptive.

15/16/194
Clean for the Queen

Mr Coxhead had prepared communications for the local newspaper, noticeboard and website. 
Volunteers will meet at the Village Hall at 0930 on Saturday 5th March.  Mr Challinor and
Mr Coxhead will organise volunteers, distribute equipment provided by Wiltshire Council, brief on health and safety and  arrange for photographs etc.  Tea and coffee will be served from the Youth Club at the Village Hall. Councillors thanked Mr Chris Maddaford who had offered to clean Orchard Place signs together with the bus shelter and paving around the bus stop.

Artwork in the bus shelter – Mrs Sue Robson had advised that she and her husband would be willing to paint the bus shelter in Lavington Lane as part of the Clean for the Queen project. Councillors were delighted by her offer and would pay any costs incurred for the paint. Mrs Gamble would advise Mrs Robson and thank her for her offer.


CPRE Wiltshire Best Kept Village Competition 2017 – invitation has been received but councillors


feel that this year may be too soon. Consideration would be given next year. 

15/16/195
Report of the Footpaths Working Group
Leaflet – Rights of Way leaflets have been reprinted by Wiltshire Council which will submit an invoice.  The leaflet will be circulated to households with News and Views.


Local Farmers/Landowners letters – there has been some response to these so a date will be


organised.

Annual Survey – paths were allocated to councillors and Mrs Ford distributed survey sheets to be returned by the April meeting.

Dog Fouling – an ongoing issue.  


Parish Steward Programme – Wiltshire Council would like to have a link person from each parish


council and there is an area briefing on 6th April.  Mrs Ford agreed to be the nominated person


and attend the briefing.
15/16/196
Neighbour Plan
Mr Scott has been working on the analysis of the responses to the consultation questionnaire along with Mr Thorne.  The first draft report of the analysis has been completed and members of the Steering Group will meet with members of Wiltshire Council planning department on 10th March to inform them of the results and consult on further plan requirements, including the need, or otherwise, to complete the scoping report in a final report. The full Steering Group will then meet to receive and agree the analysis report before its submission to the Parish Council and publication.
Letters of Representation – draft letters in response to correspondence received from some parishioners in addition to the public consultation questionnaires had been circulated to councillors prior to the meeting for their consideration.  

It was agreed that the letters in the forms circulated be accepted and sent to respondents. 

Proposed: Miss E Evans


Seconded: Mrs J Ford


All councillors present in agreement


Clerk to send out letters.

15/16/197
Budget

Introduction of spreadsheet – a spreadsheet, currently in draft form but which is intended will record on a monthly basis expenditure against budget lines, was presented to councillors. The proposal is that it will be circulated and viewed at each meeting commencing in May so that councillors are kept updated on budget progress. Councillors unanimously endorsed this approach.
Grants – discussion about how to support the elderly of the community.  Agreed to bring forward proposals at the next meeting.

15/16/198
Financial Audit Arrangements

External audits for smaller authorities – as from 1st April 2017 the external audit arrangements for


parish councils will be overseen by the Smaller Authorities Audit Appointments Limited (SAAA).


West Lavington Parish Council will automatically be considered to have opted into the audit

requirements of SAAA unless the decision is made by the parish council to opt out, in which case it would need to set up an independent Audit Panel to procure external audit itself. Parish councils have been advised that the costs of the service to be provided by SAAA will not exceed those applicable for the 2014/15 financial year.  Councillors agreed to opt into the service to be provided by SAAA as from April 2017.


Proposed:  Mr R Oglesby


Seconded: Mrs B Matters


All councillors present in agreement

15/16/199
Community Resilience – Emergency Plan


Mr Coxhead had attended the Devizes Area Community Resilience workshop and shared the

information with councillors. Councillors were in favour of development of a Community Emergency Plan.  There were a number of decisions that will need to be made, including setting up a Community Emergency Group. There is also the SSE Resilient Communities Fund that can be applied for to purchase equipment. Applications can be made in April and June. Mr Coxhead agreed to act as co-ordinator as he is chair of the parish council’s Risk Management Committee and, as a first step, to provide Wiltshire Council with emergency contact details, these being the details of the members of the Risk Management team. Community Resilience Planning should also become a standing parish council agenda item and appropriate reference should be made on the risk register.
15/16/200
Planning Applications

16/01955/FUL Cliffe Farm, Stibb Hill, West Lavington SN10 4LQ – change of use and 

extension of former diary building to create holiday cottage.  Clerk advised that this item had only been listed today and the plans had not yet been received.  Councillors proposed that the deadline for comments of 31/03/16 be extended so that councillors can review the plans at the next parish council meeting. Clerk to request such extension of Wiltshire Council .

Decisions


15/12610/FUL Springside Cottage, 4 Rickbarton, West Lavington SN10 4LU – extension and 

works to existing cottage.  Granted 25/02/16.

15/12483/TCA Birch Tree, 5 Russell Mill Lane, Littleton Panell SN10 4ET – to remove lower


three branches and reduce crown by 24-30%.  This has been granted.

15/16/201
Disbursements


Cheque No                       Payee                                      Amount


1418                                  Kaye Elston (Clerk salary)    £246.15

1419                                  Kaye Elston (expenses)            £7.95

                       1420                                   1st West Lavington Guides  £200.00

15/16/202
Correspondence and Circulars Received

Letter from West Lavington Guides – letter received seeking a donation towards replacing tents for the guides  to use at the Wiltshire South Guiding county camp.  Councillors were in agreement to make a donation of £200.


Proposed: Mrs J Ford


Seconded: Mrs B Matters


All councillors present in agreement


Wicksteed Playscapes – notification to advise that bi-annual inspection is due.  Clerk to confirm


request.


Devizes Area Board – the next meeting will take place on 21st March at Devizes School.  


HM Queen 90th Birthday Commemorative Medal – letter and medal sent to parish council, with


details of where to purchase more if required.
15/16/203
Date of next meeting – Thursday 7th April 2016 at 7pm.


Annual Parish Meeting  - Thursday 12th May 2016 at 7pm.  Agreed to a Community Resilience

Presentation by Mr  Surriya Subramaniam, Head of Public Protection, Wiltshire Council.  Clerk to invite to the meeting.

15/16/204
Trees in church yard – Bob Giles has advised that there may be two laburnums that need to be


taken down.  Awaiting further assessment and potential quotes for the trees.


Post at crossroad – one of the posts at the informal crossing has been broken.  Clerk to contact Sarah Hanks at Wiltshire Council.

Meeting closed at 9.25   Signed……………………………………………………………………………..7th April 2016
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