WEST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 1ST SEPTEMBER 2016, 7PM

IN THE WEST LAVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
MINUTES
	Present:
	Councillors: Mrs S Gamble (Chairman), Mrs J Ford, Mr M May, Mr M Challinor, Mr R Oglesby, Mrs M Rowles, Mrs E Evans, Mrs B Matters, Mr S Coxhead and Mr R Scott.
	

	Also present 
	Mrs K Elston (Clerk), PSCO Fiona Marno (until 7.30pm) and Cllr Richard Gamble (until 7.45pm)
	

	16/17/97
	Apologies for absence
· Mr P Blundell as he was on holiday.  These were accepted.
	

	16/17/098
	Declaration of interests
· .There were none recorded
	

	16/17/099
	Minutes of the last meeting held on 07/07/16 
· Minute 16/17/084 Councillors felt a sentence would need to be added which confirming that further discussions were ongoing with the owner of Site 7.

· Once the above amendment has been made the councillors are in agreement that a sentence will need to be added to reflect this. 
	SG


	16/17/100
	 Public Participation - Vandalism and Police Visits/Litter/Thefts – Action Planning (Items 3 and 12)
Councillors in agreement to move this item further up the agenda as PSCO Fiona Marno was present. Mrs Gamble advised that there have been a number of incidents recently that had resulted in some members of the community feeling less secure than previously.  The concerns began small but Councillors and the community feel they are escalating.  Mrs Gamble and Mr May have met with PSCO Fiona Marno at the beginning of the summer to discuss these concerns.
· Recently  that the end of last week there was vandalism at Roberts Playground whereby berries had been squashed in the playing equipment.  This has since been cleaned up by Mrs Ford and a member of the community.

· The community have reported that many cars and motorbikes have been coming into the carpark at the Village Hall in the evenings.

· Litter and rubbish – there has been a lot of mess and litter left around the Village Hall on many mornings.  The cleaner found the bin by the BMX track burnt out.

· Cost to the Village Hall – there has also been a broken window at the Village Hall that cost £150 to replace and repair.  Also there were stones put in the guttering that caused the drains to block.

· Reporting to the police – PCSO advised that the public need to keep reporting these incidents. People can report to 101 anonyoumously. Police Patrols are ensuring that they are in the area more and have moved cars on from the carpark.  PSCO also advised that prevention work can occur by them visiting the local school and organisations in the community.  PSCO Fiona Marno advised that the aim is to change behaviour of these people as opposed to giving them criminal records if they are young people.  Restorative Justice can also be put in place which helps the offenders think about the consequences of their actions.  If an event is actually happening then the community need to telephone 999 and for other times after the event then the community needs to call 101 to report a crime.  Fiona Marno agreed that the Police team would also visit the Youth Club.  If children and young people are found in the area then the police will talk to the children and their parents. 

· PCSO Marno did confirm that crimes have been committed and the community have been affected by these crimes.

· The parish council feel strongly that education is important in the prevention of these behaviours.  PSCO Fiona Marno advised that they will go into schools and speak to the local heads with a view to following this up with the students as well. They will write a letter to the local schools so that they can include it in their newsletters.
Mrs Gamble thanked PCSO Fiona Marno for attending the meeting and for providing 

more of a presence in the village.
	

	16/17/101
	Chairman’s Announcements
· MOD work in Earlestoke Woods – there is significant forest clearance in Erlestoke Woods to take place commencing in mid September.  The lorries to remove the felling of trees will route via the B3098 to West Lavington and the A360 via Devizes.  Richard Gamble has recommended that the MOD contractors carrying out this work communicate with Highways to minimise disruption.
· Blue car in the Village Hall carpark – this has now been removed.

· Parking on the green by the Memorial Cross – initially there was just one car parking on the green and it is believed that this was for mobility reasons.  It has been noted that there are now several other cars parking on the green.

· Historic England – have asked if West Lavington Parish Council would like to have the War Memorial in the churchyard awarded listed building status.  Councillors agreed that this would be additional protection and would like it to be considered.
· Dog Mess – there are ongoing reports of dog mess in the village.  At Eastfield between the fences there are a large number of bags that have been thrown there.   Also the footpath between Eastfield and Lavington Lane continues to be a problem.
	

	16/17/102
	Wiltshire Councillor’s Report
· Area Board on 11/07/16 – this was held at West Lavington Village Hall, attended by many West Lavington Parish Council and received well by Wiltshire Council.  There were 47 people who attended.  The next one will be in Devizes on 26th September.  There will be discussions at that meeting about the proposals for The Wharf and also how to use defibrulators.
· Lavington School – GSCE and A Level results are very good and early reporting would suggest that would place Lavington School in the top 3% of schools nationally.
	

	16/17/103
	Report of the Footpaths Working Group
· Report sent out to councillors prior to the meeting.
· Path Improvement Grant (PIGs) – reminder to councillors that we need to put in requests.  There are a number of tasks identified from the surveys which are listed in the report.  It was agreed that Mrs Ford would put forward the suggestion of improving the ‘white steps’ on Lavington Lane and replace the stile on opposite Conops on Stibb Hill.
· Weeds on the pavement at The Spinney – Mrs Ford believes this could be covered on the Parish Steward Scheme.  The top 5 requests have been submitted and work should commence in September.
	JF

	16/17/104
	Black Dog – Action Planning
· A360 Black Dog cross roads – this issue was raised at the Area Board meeting on 11th July for improvements to the vision splays to improve safety, by the Market Lavington Parish Council.  Although this is not in West Lavington Parish, councillors were in agreement to support the request to Wiltshire Council.  Clerk to email Market Lavington Parish Council.
	KE

	16/17/105
	Review of Standing Orders

· Length of meetings – Councillor Oglesby requested this item and his proposal is that the meeting is restricted to two hours long.  After that time councillors would vote to extend to discuss important business if necessary.  
Proposal to limit meetings to 2 hours and then councillors would need to vote to extend by 30 minutes.

Proposal: Mr R Oglesby

Seconded: Mrs E Evans

3 councillors in agreement, 6 councillors against and 1 councillor abstained.  Motion not carried.

· Councillors are reminded to read through documents and papers prior to a meeting, including planning applications so that they are fully prepared for the meeting which should reduce the length of the meeting.  Councilllors aware that there are many issues that need to be discussed to ensure they serve the community.
	

	16/17/106
	Community Resilience Update
· Community Resilience Plan – this has been updated by Mr Coxhead and a meeting needs to be arranged to delegate the tasks.  Volunteers for the group are Mrs Ford and Mr May.  Mr Coxhead to arrange a meeting.
· Councillors need to print off the plan to ensure they have a hard copy in the case of a powercut.

· Entry to be put on the website and a notice on the Noticeboard.
	SC
KE

SC

	16/17/107
	Playgrounds Working Group – update
· Email with updates sent by  Mr P Blundell to all councillors.
· The bench has arrived along with the anchors and the Management Company that are building at the Stagepost site have agreed to cement the anchors in.
· Play Equipment Inspection Report by Wicksteed – a revised report has been sent which now includes all the equipment in the park.  This will be reviewed by the Playgrounds Working Group when they next meetin.
· Fencing – the quote has been agreed and awaiting the work to commence. Clerk to chase the contractor.
· Bench payment – the cheque drawn at the July meeting in the sum of £329.99 did not include the cost of the anchors which were an additional £50.  Therefore Mr Blundell sent this payment to Corindo over the summer break and a cheque has been sent to Mr Blundell in the sum of £50.  See Minute 16/17/115 below.
	KE



	16/17/108
	Vandalism and Police Visits/Litter/Thefts
· Neighbourhood Watch – need to have a volunteer.  Mr Coxhead put forward a suggestion and Mrs Gamble, Mr Cox and Mrs Ford will approach to secure.
· See also Minute 16/17/100 above.
	SC
JF

SC

	16/17/109
	Dog Fouling – Action Planning
· Farmers meeting – dog fouling was raised at this meeting as it is also a major concern for them as it can have a serious impact on livestock as well.  Mr J Grove provided several options for signage that could be used to try and deter irresponsible disposal of dog mess.  May need to ask landowners for permission to display posters.
· Publicity campaign – discussed how this could be put in place.  Posters which emphasise the health issues of dog fouling.  Trying to deter people from letting their dogs foul and how to report this through the right process.
· Mr Coxhead to speak to Mr Grover regarding posters.
· Consider detailing in the Western Gazette particularly in the Farmer Column.
	SC

	16/17/110
	Harvest – straw on the roads
· This can a problem as it can block drains.  A letter has been sent to a local farmer and they have acknowledged the problem and cleared the road.  It is an annual problem that needs the community to work together and a clean up of the drains should prevent any problems.
	 

	16/17/111
	Corporate Planning
· The Plan was distributed to councillors with the amendments made at the last Corporate Planning meeting.  Suggestions were made for further minor amendments and councillors were in agreement to adopt the plan.
Proposed: Mr M May

Seconded: Mr S Coxhead

All councillors present in agreement
	

	16/17/112
	Database – community communication

· Mr Coxhead has spoken to other town and parish councils to research how they manage to communicate effectively with their community.  The plan is to have a database so that information can be sent out quickly.  Will need to advertise the opportunity for people to be able to send in their details.  To be advertised in News and Views, the Noticeboard and on the website.  Mr Coxhead to produce a flyer.
	SC


	16/17/113
	Budget Monitoring

· The budget monitoring sheet has been sent out to councillors prior to the meeting.
· Budget lines for expenditure for salaries, insurance etc are within planned expenditure.  Budget lines with funds remaining are as follows:
Projects £2618 as the fencing has not yet been completed, Emergency Planning £200 as the group has not met to recommend to the council which items to purchase, Grants £3264 as the second instalment for the Village Hall and the Youth Club are due for payment until October and the project for the elderly has not commenced yet, but will be starting soon.  Neighbourhood Plan budget line has not been spent to date, but there will be expenses before the end of the financial year.  

· The second instalment of the precept from Wiltshire Council will come into the budget at the end of September.
· The balance in the current account is £7281.
· It was agreed to make an additional budget line for the grant donation that came to the parish council to purchase the bench and swing for Roberts Playground.
	KE

	16/17/114
	Planning Applications

· 16/08069/TCA – 86 High Street, Littleton Panell SN10 4EU – T1 and T2 two silver Birch trees – no objections.
· 16/07000/FUL 4 Russell Mill Lane, Littleton Panell SN10 4ET – rear extension to dwelling and extension and alteration to garage to become studio/home office and utility – the parish council have no objection to the Sun Room or to the garage conversion to Studio/office and utility use as long as the latter does not reduce current parking provision.  There are inconsistencies in the description of the materials for the south elevation and the roof of the studio that need to be clarified.  However, the parish council do not approve of the roof treatment in dark grey or grey green (to be clarified) profiled metal to the Studio.  This is described as ‘reflecting the local agricultural vernacular’ which the council do not perceive to be a feature of this residential street and will be out of keeping.  It is significant that, although not in the Conservation Area, it abuts the Conservation Area on two sides.
· 16/07858/PNTEL – PN Telecommunications – land at Strawberry Hill, West Lavington SN10 4LZ – replacement of existing 15m Portastor monopole with new 15m Alifabs monopole and 1 no. additional equipment cabinet in existing cabin – no objections from the council.
Planning Decisions

· 16/04844 FUL Dauntseys School, High Street, West Lavington SN10 4HW – a new single storey pool viewing area and associated canoe store which is an extension to the existing swimming pool.
· 16/05613/FUL Mr and Mrs J Grew, Pyt House, 9 Duck Street, West Lavington SN10 4LG – change of use and minor internal alterations to convert from the office to residential dwelling.
· 16/05849/LBC Mr and Mrs J Grew, Pyt House, 9 Duck Street, West Lavington SN10 4LG – change of use and minor internal alterations to convert office to residential dwelling.
	

	16/17/115
	Disbursements
Cheque Number                    Payee                                 
£

DD                                          1&1 (monthly website fee July       8.39

DD                                          1&1 (monthly website fee Aug       8.39

1446                                       Pete Blundell (anchors for seat)    50.00              
1447                                       Charlton Baker (payroll admin)      139.20
1448                                       Kaye Elston (clerk salary Jul)        246.55
1449                                       Kaye Elston (clerk salary Aug)      246.55

1450                                       The Landscape Group Ltd             1209.46
	

	16/17/116
	Items for the website 
· Computer courses for the elderly – these will be commencing 17/10/16 in the Village Hall.

· Flytipping notification

· Bonfire safety awareness
	KE

	16/17/117
	Correspondence 
· News and Views article – to include brief description of the damage to the Village Hall and playfields,  anddog fouling campaigne.
· Earlestoke Prison – Mrs Ford has received the mandatory report and it has been forwarded to councillors.
	SG

	16/17/118
	Date of next meetings 

· Thursday 6th October at 7pm – apologies Mr M May
· Risk Management Committee – Thursday 6th October at 1830
	

	16/17/119
	Items of Maintenance 
· Agenda for 06/10/16 – Additional noticeboard for the village.
	


Meeting closed at 9.30pm
Signed……………………………………………………………………………..6th October  2016
