WEST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 5th MAY 2017, 7PM

IN THE WEST LAVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
MINUTES
	Present:
	Councillors: Mrs S Gamble (Chair), Mr M May,  Mr R Oglesby, Mrs J Ford, Mrs B Matters, Mr S Coxhead, Mr M Challinor and Mr R Scott.
	

	Also present 
	Mrs K Elston (Clerk)
	

	17/18/027
	Apologies for absence
Mr P Blundell, Mrs M Rowles and Mrs E Evans.
	

	17/18/028
	Declaration of interests
· Mr R Scott declared an interest in Item 8 CCTV cameras and Item 12 Telephone Kiosk.
	

	17/18/029
	Minutes of the last meeting held on 06/04/17 and Matters Arising

· Some amendments made in relation to Minute 17/18/018 in terms of the reserves and funding carried over, were viewed by Councillors and the differences as printed out agreed by them.  Chair signed the amended minutes.
	

	17/18/030
	 Chairman’s Announcements
· The work to the beech tree in Duck Street has now been completed.
· Letter from a resident regarding the council’s dog fouling posters has been responded to.

· Annual Parish Council Meeting – due to unavailability of the Giles Room on the originally proposed date, the Clerk to confirm with West Lavington Village Hall revised proposed date for Annual Parish Council Meeting of 15 May.
	KE



	17/18/031
	Public Participation
· There was no participation.
	

	17/18/032
	Wiltshire Councillor 
· Apologies from Cllr Richard Gamble due to local elections.
	

	17/18/033
	Vandalism and police visits/litter/anti-social behaviour - update

· Neighbourhood Watch – Mr Coxhead reported that, as well as local schemes, he had discovered that a Wiltshire Neighbourhood Watch Scheme exists.  Mr Coxhead is seeking to arrange a meeting between local people who are keen to re-activate the local scheme and appropriate Neighbourhood Watch representatives. If this can happen before the Annual Parish Meeting it will be reported on at the meeting.  Councillors feel it would be beneficial to attract, as start-up participants, residents who live around the recreation ground - given the long spate of anti-social behaviour experienced there last summer.
· CCTV Cameras – the cameras put up by the police at the Village Hall on a temporary basis are due to be removed tomorrow.  

· Litter – renewed litter reported at the recreation ground. Mrs Gamble advised councillors about a campaign initiated by Great Cheverell Parish Council, and which has apparently found favour with Highways, regarding posters that Great Cheverell has had professionally designed to be put up on verges entering the village where litter is substantial and difficult to remove. Great Cheverell is willing to share use of these posters with surrounding councils once approved by Wiltshire Council. Agreed to follow up with Great Cheverell.

.
	KE

	17/18/034
	CCTV Village Hall Camera Costs update
· Mr Scott reported that he had reviewed quotes by T White and Smart Solutions regarding potential installation by the council of a CCTV system at the Village Hall. 
· Asbestos concern – in view of the age of the village hall, T White queried whether an asbestos log exists recording the presence of any asbestos in the building. Should no log exist, the situation will need to be investigated. Mr Scott provided the Clerk with a list of companies that could be contacted by the hall committee to carry out such an inspection. No installation of a CCTV camera system should go ahead until an inspection has taken place and a report has been produced.
· Costs of CCTV camera – if the cost of providing a long distance camera is taken out of the comparison then T White is cheaper than Smart Solutions by £1200.  Call out charges are still being confirmed for Smart Solutions.
More information to be provided at the next meeting.
	KE

RS

	17/18/35
	Report of the Footpaths Working Party

· Report distributed to councillors with the agenda.

· Parish Steward – Mrs Ford advised that the Steward is working through the jobs requested. He is only temporarily in post until Wiltshire Council can appoint a permanent steward.
	

	17/18/036
	Neighbourhood Plan – update
· Papers sent to councillors prior to the meeting.
· Three fee proposals had been received with regard to completing the Neighbourhood Plan. Anthony Northcote appeared as the preferred provided and gave the lowest quote.

· Calne Town Council had used Anthony Northcote to provide its own Neighbourhood Plan and highly recommended his services. Melksham Town Council is about to use his services for its own plan.
·  It is anticipated that £9000 is obtainable through a central government grant to cover a significant part of the costs.  Therefore, subject to receiving the grant in full or a major part, it is anticipated that costs will be within the Parish Council’s capabilities.
· The Parish Council confirmed its wish to continue with the Neighbourhood Plan to completion but, due to the loss of key Steering Group members with particular technical skills, it acknowledged that there are not volunteers on the current  Steering Group qualified, without employing the professional services of a planning consultant, to complete all outstanding tasks
· Councillors were in agreement, therefore, that an initial meeting should be arranged with Anthony Northcote to meet him and to discuss such matters as fee wrap-up, grant availability, housing assessment, Plan completion date, etc. 
Proposed: Mr M Challinor

Seconded: Mr M May

All councillors present in agreement

Councillors to meet Anthony Northcote will be Mrs Gamble, Mrs Ford, Mr May, Mr Scott and Mr Coxhead.  Dates proposed are 10th or 12th May.  Feedback from the meeting at the next meeting on 15/05/17.
	

	17/18/037
	Tree Work in  Old Burial Ground - update
· Clerk to chase tree company for a progress report on the planning application submitted by them to Wiltshire Council on behalf of the Parish Council.
· 
	KE
 

	17/18/038
	Telephone Kiosk on Lavington Lane - information
· Notification displayed in the box advised that, following a consultation period which ended in January 2017, Wiltshire Council would advise the outcome, i.e. whether BT was prepared to retain the kiosk as a telephone box or not . Councillors were not aware that they had received this notification and requested confirmation from Wiltshire Council that it had been served. However, it seems, on enquiry, that BT will be unwilling to retain the kiosk since its usage has been less than 10 calls in the last twelve month period. The alternative is for the Parish Council to purchase the kiosk for £1 and be responsible for its future maintenance. Contacting Wiltshire Council to ascertain if it were still possible to purchase the kiosk, which has not yet been removed, the Clerk was directed to contact BT direct and has lodged an email request (receiving an automated return confirming a full response will take a period of time due to the high number of enquiries). It was agreed to pursue purchase of the box.
· Potential use of the box if kept – a number of proposals have been advanced. The current preferred one is provision of an additional parish council notice board inside the box. This will require BT to retain lighting.
	KE



	17/18/039
	Speed Indication Devices – update and discussion
· Mr Coxhead reported that Erlestoke Parish Council is currently holding former Wiltshire Council cameras which parish councils can obtain for local use. Delay in progressing matters has occurred following the resignation from Erlesoke Parish Council of the council member driving the project. There are seven parish councils interested in co-operating. Training, at a cost of £200 per person, will first need to take place to enable use of the SIDs.  Mr Coxhead has identified a West Lavington parish volunteer. 
· Currently awaiting a decision from Erlestoke Parish Council to appoint a representative for the project.
	

	17/18/40
	Protocol re parish communication/information between councillors – policy review
· Councillors received, prior to the meeting, suggested amendments which were discussed.  Agreed to present, at the meeting on 15.05.17, to agree.  To be placed on that agenda.
	KE

	17/18/041
	Dog Fouling update
· Posters regarding the “worrying of livestock”, sent by Wiltshire Police with a request to display in the parish, need to be laminated.  However, when printed, they are difficult to read and, as a consequence, a request for legible copies will need to be made.
· Dog waste bins in Trowbridge – Mrs Gamble read out an article concerning dog waste dispensers recently installed inTrowbridge containing bio-degradable bags and subsidised by a local veterinary group. Although public observations were complimentary with regard to the efforts made, remarks were less positive about the potential outcome, with comments such as: “who will continually refill them when kids pull all the bags out?” and “the prevalence of dog poo bags found slung in the bushes suggest the problem isn’t a lack of bags [or bins] but a lack of consideration for others and the environment”.  
	KE

	17/18/042
	Registering the Churchill Arms as a Community Asset
· The application form has been partly completed by the Clerk. Mr Scott agreed to check it through and add any additional information required.
	RS

	17/18/043
	Planning for Annual Parish Meeting
· The Clerk has booked Guy Salkeld of the MoD to talk about archaeological conservation on the plain.  Notices have been placed on the website and the noticeboard.  Mrs Matters will put up publicity A boards and Mr Coxhead will provide additional posters in prominent places in the village.
· Refreshments – Mrs Matters will purchase the wine on sale or return and the Clerk will purchase fruit juice.
	BM/SC

BM/KE

	17/18/044
	Budget Monitoring and Budget allocations for 2017/18

· Budget Monitoring sheet was sent to all councillors prior to the meeting.

· Budget allocations – these will be confirmed at the next meeting as an agenda item.  Clerk advised that she has not received any requests to date for parish council grant funding from the youth club.
	

	17/18/045
	AON Insurance Renewal – for information
· Agreement to renew the current cover.  Clerk advised that if CCTV cameras are installed the cover will need to be reviewed since there is no cover in the policy currently.
	

	17/18/046
	Planning Applications 
Applications

· There were none.
Decisions

· 16/11547/FUL – The Stage Post, 9 High Street, West Lavington, Devizes SN110 4HQ.  Demolition of existing vacant public house and erection of four residential dwellings with associate parking.  Approved with conditions. 
· 17/02363/TPO End Farm, Strawberry Lee, 27 White Street, West Lavington, Devizes SN10 4LW – T1 Ash remove secondary leader over drive, T2 Sycamore reduce canopy by 2-3 metres, T3 Sycamore reduce by 2m remove dead wood, remove first major limb from ground level, remove dead wood, T4 remove basal suckers and reduce crown laterally by 2m.  T5 remove limb over road back to main stem, reduce remaining crown over road by 1-2 metres.  Councillors have no objections to the plans.  Discussed at previous meeting.
	

	17/18/047
	Disbursements
Cheque Number                    Payee                                 
              £

DD                                          1&1 (monthly website fee Sep)                  8.39

1491                                        West Lavington VH                                  83.25

1492                                        West Lavington VH (bin collection)        520.00

1486                                        WALC (subscriptions)                            438.42

1487                                        AON Uk Ltd                                          1211.51

1488                                        Kaye Elston (clerk salary)                      246.55

1489                                        AP Sharp (bus repair)                              35.00

1490                                       Wiltshire Council (waste collection)        457.60
	   

	17/18/048
	Items for website and News and Views
· Annual Parish Meeting
	

	17/18/049
	Correspondence and circulars received, key messages and public contact
· Annual Parish Meeting
	

	17/18/050
	Area Board Representative for 4th June

· Mr M Challinor.
	

	17/18/051
	Date of next meetings 

· Annual Parish Council Meeting – 15th May at 1900
· Parish Council Meeting – 1st June 2017 at 1900
· Annual Parish Meeting – 26th May 2017 at 1900
	

	17/18/052
	Items of Maintenance
· None
	


Meeting closed at 2200
Signed……………………………………………………………………………..1st June 2017
