WEST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
   MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 6th DECEMBER 2018, 7PM

IN THE WEST LAVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
MINUTES
	Present:
	Councillors: Mrs S Gamble (Chair), Mrs H Freeman, Mr A Morton, Mrs J Ford, Mr P Blundell, Mr M Challinor, Mr R Oglesby, Mrs B Hernimann, Mr M May and Mr R Scott. 
	

	Also present 
	Mrs K Elston (Clerk) and Mr R Gamble (Wiltshire County Councillor)
	

	18/19/208
	Apologies for absence
· Mr S Coxhead.
	

	18/19/209
	Declaration of interests
· There were none.
	

	18/19/210
	The Minutes of the last meeting of the council on 01/11/18 and Matters arising  
· The minutes were agreed as a true record and the Chair signed them.
· Matters arising:

         Minute 18/19/175 Visit to Dauntseys Academy Primary School – Mrs 
         Hernimann, Mrs Freeman, Mr Challinor and Mr Oglesby have visited

         the school and enjoyed the experience.
         Minute 18/19/176 Christmas Carol Service – Mr Challinor attended 

         and reported back that it was excellent.

         Minute 18/19/185 Boundary Wall to Littleton House – the safety

         concerns were addressed by Wiltshire Council and this was reported 
         in News and Views.

         Minute 18/19/190 Parking in Sandfield – information in relation to 
         parking in Sandfield at school dropping off and collecting times has

         been put in News and Views.        
	

	18/19/211
	Chairman’s announcements

·  Bird Boxes – it was agreed at the Playgrounds meeting to order some boxes and, after a quick enquiry of councillor views via email, it was

         agreed to order them from Youth Action Wiltshire.

·  Devizes Area Board – Mr Blundell attended and has circulated notes   in relation to the items covered.

·  Community Led Housing email – Clerk had received an email advising 

  of potential land near A’Becketts Vineyard on which three houses could be built.  Councillors agreed that a response should be sent to Community Led Housing highlighting that West Lavington Neighbourhood Plan is nearing referendum stage and recommending that they contact the owners of the land identified. 
·  Pharmacy application -  an application by A & H Pharmacies 

    Limited to offer a pharmacy service within 450m of

    Courtyard Survey has been refused by Primary Care Support England (PCSE).  This application had been referred to in Minutes of previous meetings.
·  Data Usage Report for website – Mrs Herniman had circulated a 
    report which provides information on how much individual sections of the new council website are being used.  This will be discussed further at the next meeting. The next report is due in March.

·  West Lavington Village Hall – Clerk advised that the parish council 

    had received an electronic Christmas card from the Village Hall.
	

	18/19/212
	Public Participation

·  There was none.
	

	18/19/213
	Wiltshire Councillor’s Report

·     Rave at Pear Tree Hill – this occurred recently and within a short 

    period of time 400 people were present.  Police had no prior knowledge. Significant health risks attached to the rubbish left on the site afterwards. The public are urged to contact the police by calling 999 if in future they become aware that any similar event/s may be in preparation.
·     Blackdog Crossroads on A360 – an application to ameliorate visibility is now on the CATG list. The current plan is to move back the fence. Further improvements, however, could be desirable in the event that more housing development goes ahead as a result of the West Lavington and Market Lavington Neighbourhood Plans.

·     Devolution of Wiltshire Council assets – Wiltshire Council is
    providing the opportunity for towns and parishes to take ownership of   Wiltshire Council assets.  Councillor Richard Gamble advised he would look at the list to ascertain what is available.

·     Bus route Number 2 – Councillor Gamble advised that there is a   discussion taking place with a view to the Number 2 route stopping at Stonehenge.
	RG

	18/19/214
	Planning Applications
DECISIONS

·  18/09481/FUL Wishmead, Russell Mill Lane, Littleton Panell
    SN10 4ET – replace roof over existing single storey bedroom wing

     with attic trussed roof with gable dormers and rooflighters containing

     further domestic accommodation.
	

	18/19/215
	Budget Monitoring
·    Budget monitoring documents were circulated to councillors prior to
     the meeting.

· Additional columns added to the budget monitoring spreadsheet are intended to clarify which budget lines have had additional funds granted and what budget remains in each budget line.  No budget lines, apart from Streetscene, are currently overspent and this is only by £83.70.
·     A credit has come back to the parish council in the sum of £3.59 for

      the cancelled website host contract with 1&1.
	

	18/19/216
	Precept Setting – first draft
·    Clerk has circulated the options for precept requests and an 
      indication of what should be allocated to each budget line.

·    Calculations based on the impact to tax payers are completed using 

a tool provided by Wiltshire Council. Councillors considered two    options with respect to increasing the council tax: by 2% and 5%. Also a further option of increasing the amount of precept requested by 2% would avoid a tax increase to tax payers. 
· Councillors will consider the options at the January meeting.

· The precept request needs to be submitted to Wiltshire Council by
      25th January 2019.
	KE

	18/19/217
	Footpaths Report
·    The report was circulated to councillors prior to the meeting.        
·    Fallen beech tree on a footpath in the vicinity of Strawberry Hill – Mrs Ford had contacted the land owner and it has been removed.  
·     Parish Steward – there is currently a locum covering the post whilst
      the permanent steward is on sick leave.  No visit in January and February is a possibility since parish stewards can be redeployed to other weather related tasks.

· Flooding in White Street – there had been no response from householders circulated with a letter seeking help to discover the origins of the flooding.  Clerk and Mrs Ford to confer on a further approach.
· Railings at Rickbarton – current estimate of replacing the railings is £9000.  Mr Scott queried what reduction in cost might enable councillors to consider the issue further. It would need to be significant. Mr Scott agreed to source additional quotes.
·    Overgrowth in Rickbarton – letter to be sent to residents.
	JF/KE

RS
KE

	18/19/218
	Dauntsey’s School – new athletics track
· Concerns had been expressed at the previous council meeting regarding ‘visual amenity’ in view of the colour of the track and apparent absence of planning permission.  Clerk had contacted the school’s Deputy Bursar, Nick Barnes. Mr Barnes requested that councillors be informed that the school would, following discussions with its planning officer and planning consultant, be seeking to regularise the position by submitting a Variation of Condition to Wiltshire Council. He agreed to keep the parish council informed.
·       Councillors were in agreement that the parish council should raise 

      their concerns directly with the Planning Department at Wiltshire

      Council.  Clerk to email the Planning Department.
	KE

	18/19/219
	Neighbourhood Plan - update
· The Steering Group had met with Wiltshire Council to discuss the Examiner’s recommendations.

· Mr Mike Gaiger of Gaiger Bros., the developers of the Plan’s chosen site allocation, had contacted Mrs Gamble to enquire about the timing of the next stages.  He indicated an intention to speak with DAPS concerning the extra school parking proposed in the Plan and, as the Plan draws closer to the Referendum stage, to conduct an open public meeting at the Village Hall aimed at communicating their proposals with regard to development of the site.

· NHP consultant fee invoices for October and November were presented for payment. They would be would be allocated to the NHP 2018-19 budget provision with any overspend allocated for payment from the parish council’s NHP reserve.
	

	18/19/220
	Risk Committee meeting – update
·      To be placed on next agenda when Mr Coxhead will be attending.
	KE

	18/19/221
	Parish Council noticeboard - replacement
· Clerk advised that the cost of two noticeboards will total £440.39  (£366.99 net). An order had been placed as agreed at the last meeting. A cheque would now be signed for £440.39 so that the order would be released.  Clerk will confirm order with the supplier.  

·   Once the noticeboards are received, a handyman will be
      employed to erect them outside the shop. The Village Hall has requested to be permitted to take possession of the old boards.
	KE


	18/19/222
	Village Hall – Business Plan
·     The Plan was circulated to councillors prior to the meeting.

· Substantial funding for some of the items in the plan would be required. There was potential for some of this to come from CIL moneys if the Neighbourhood Plan is adopted. It is anticipated that the site will be developed in one stage.

·   A query was raised concerning when it was anticipated that the Village Hall would financially break even - since this was not noted in the Business Plan.  Mr May (Chair of the Village Hall Committee) advised that it was hoped that in two years’ time the hall committee would no longer require funding from the council. He also informed members that in the last two months there had been an increase in bookings.  It is anticipated that income will increase between 30% - 40% over the next two years.

· However, major building redesigns (e.g. kitchen,entrance hall,toilets) will need funding in the region of £100,000 and will require significant grant funding.
	

	18/19/223
	Older Persons’ Concessionary Bus Pass Renewal - information
· Notification had been received from Wiltshire Council that not all passes from 1st January 2019 will automatically be renewed.  If they have not been used and scanned recently then applicants will need to contact Wiltshire Council on 0300 456 0100.  As requested by WC, a notice has been placed on the Noticeboard and also on the website.  
· Councillors to advise any groups with which they are connected and whose members may be affected.
	All 
Councillors

	18/19/224
	Dog waste and litter bin collections – payment process
· Payment of the annual commercial waste service – the blue commercial bin is currently located by the Village Hall and the caretaker of the Village Hall holds the key.  The waste collected in the bin is from Village Hall hirings and also from the waste bins around the Recreation Field.  Currently the Village Hall is charged by the waste company and is reimbursed by the parish council.
· The recommendation is for the parish council to take over the contract.  Councillors were in agreement but proposed that half the annual cost should be charged back to the Village Hall.
Proposed: Mr A Morton

Seconded: Mrs J Ford

All councillors present in agreement.

· The invoice for the current year is £457.39. Clerk to obtain details of the contract to commence in April 2019 and to raise an invoice for 50% of the costs in April 2019.

· Dog waste and litter bin collections – decision made at the last

    meeting on 1st November.
	KE

	18/19/225
	Tree Survey of Recreation Ground – information and decision
· Survey of the Recreation Ground had been completed and circulated to councillors.  In the summary it advises that there are several trees that need work carried out within three months of the date of the survey as they pose a risk.  There are also other actions that will need to be taken but of a less urgent nature.  The amount invoiced for the survey (£600, £500 net) corresponded to the quote given.  The cost of the immediate work that needs to be carried out  totals £1800 (£1500 net).  Councillors were in agreement to instruct Wessex Tree Care to carry out this work.  
Proposed: Mr M Challinor

Seconded: Mr M May

All councillors present in agreement

Clerk to instruct Wessex Tree Care.

· Survey of trees in the churchyard of All Saints– a quote had been received in the sum of £480 (£400 net).  Councillors were in agreement to instruct Wessex Tree Care.  Clerk to action the survey.

· Sycamore Tree outside playing fields on Sandfield – Mr Scott to arrange for a Tree Preservation Order to.
	KE

KE

RS

	18/19/226
	Clerk’s Appraisal and salary review – for information
· The Clerk’s appraisal had been completed and the documents signed by the Chair and Vice Chair of the council and shared with the Clerk. 

· As required by the council’s Appraisal Policy, a Resolution was passed approving that a confidential written summary of the completed review and appraisal had been passed to the Chair of the Personnel Panel.    
Proposed: Mr M May

    Seconded: Mrs H Freeman

All councillors present in agreement
·     Pay increases occur annually on the recommendation of NALC 

          Payscales.
	

	18/19/227
	Standing Orders and Financial Regulations
·    Standing Orders – agreed at the last meeting.
Financial Regulations – Mr Morton’s recommendations for the final amendments were received and approved.
     Proposed: Mr M May

    Seconded: Mr M Challinor

    All councillors present in agreement.

    Clerk to circulate final agreed version.
	KE

	18/19/228
	Grants Policy

· Draft policies had been circulated to assist councillors in formulating an agreed policy at the next meeting.  Clerk advised that, as a significant proportion of the precept is spent on grants, a policy should be in place that enables an audit trail.

    To be placed on next agenda.
	All 
Councillors

KE

	18/19/229
	FOI and Communications Policies
· To be placed on next agenda.
	KE

	18/19/230
	Closed Burial Ground maintenance - update
·       Letter had been received from the PCC requesting that the
   maintenance of the Closed Burial Ground be taken over by the 

   parish council.  

·       Councillors were in agreement to pass a Resolution to transfer the 

                  said responsibility for maintenance to Wiltshire Council under   

                  Section 215 (3) of the Local Government Act 1972.
·       Letter to be drafted by the Clerk and checked by Mr Oglesby before forwarding to Wiltshire Council.
	KE/RO

	18/19/231
	CCTV system – user manual and training
· Mr Scott and Mr Challinor had studied the user manual and would undertake some self-training on operating the camera, following which the Clerk would contact Mr Noel Woolridge for any further training required.
	MC/RS/KE

	18/19/232
	General Data Protection - update
·      Nothing to report.
	

	18/19/233
	WW1 Commemorative Trees – planting update
·   One of the 25+ trees to eventually be planted to form a copse commemorating the parish’s 25 WWI dead was planted on 11th November on land owned by Miss Caroline Holloway near Gore Cross adjacent to the site under negotiation with the MOD for siting of the copse.  A service of blessing had been held by the Rev Pat Stowger with several councillors and Cllr Richard Gamble present. Photographs had been put on the website and on the Noticeboard and also been sent to Colonel Tim Jalland at the MOD. An article and photograph had appeared in the Gazette & Herald.
· Landford Trees have agreed to provide 35 young beech trees for £50 and the commemorative plaque has been collected from Devizes.
· Mr Blundell has sent a message to the community requesting suggestions of names for the copse.

·   Seat at the copse – agreed to place one seat at the site.  Mr Blundell to source a quote in order for the clerk to place the order.
	PB/KE

	18/19/234
	Playgrounds - update
· Proludic had visited and completed some of the tasks but not yet replaced the swing.  

· They have also advised that there are now additional jobs that need

    to be completed and the estimated cost will be £608.78.

· Tree stumps – Mr Blundell is awaiting delivery of new stumps to replace damaged stumps in Roberts Playground.
	

	18/19/235
	A360 Blackdog Crossroads - update
· See Minute 18/19/213 above.
	

	18/19/236
	Disbursements

Cheque Number                    Payee                                                            £                                 
              £                                         

SO                                          Chris Hardwick (website)                              28.00
1612                                        Hazel Freeman                                             40.00                                          
1613                                        Wicksteed                                                   108.00
1614                                        Ansell Excavations                                   1824.00                                               
1615                                        PFK Littlejohn                                             360.00                                        

1616                                        Display Wizard Ltd                                      440.39

1617                                        Mark Goddard Landscaping                       864.00 
1618                                        Kaye Elston (clerk salary)                           256.37

1619                                        Wessex Tree Care Ltd                                600.00

1620                                        Anthony Northcote Planning                       250.00

1621                                        Anthony Northcote Planning                       750.00

1622                                        Longford Trees                                             19.86                                 
	

	18/19/237
	Items for website/News and Views
·     Concessionary Bus Passes – renewal.
	

	18/19/238
	Correspondence and circulars received

·     Wiltshire Council Briefing Note 373 Service Devolution and Asset
    Transfer to Towns and Parishes

·     Community Policing November 2018 – this has been put on the 

    website as well.
	

	18/19/239
	Area Board

·     14th January 2019 
	

	18/19/240
	Date of next meeting

·    Thursday 3rd January 2019 at 1900     
	

	18/19/207
	Items of Maintenance

·     Precept agreement at next meeting.   
	


Meeting closed at 9:45
Signed……………………………………………………………………………..3rd January 2019
