WEST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
   MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 1ST NOVEMBER 2018, 7PM

IN THE WEST LAVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
MINUTES
	Present:
	Councillors: Mrs S Gamble (Chair), Mrs H Freeman, Mr S Coxhead, Mr A Morton, Mrs J Ford, Mr P Blundell, Mr M Challinor, Mr R Oglesby, Mrs B Hernimann, Mr M May and Mr R Scott. 
	

	Also present 
	Mrs K Elston (Clerk). 
	

	18/19/173
	Apologies for absence
· Mr R Gamble – Wiltshire Councillor.
	

	18/19/174
	Declaration of interests
· There were none.
	

	18/19/175
	The Minutes of the last meeting of the council on 04/10/18 and Matters arising  
· The minutes were agreed as a true record and the Chair signed them.
· Matters arising:

        18/19/146 Scarecrow Trail and visit to Dauntsey Academic Primary

         School – the Headteacher has advised that she would welcome 

         members of the parish council to visit the school on any Tuesday

         during November. Councillors were in agreement to ask if 6th
         November would be suitable.  Clerk to email Head and then

               advise councillors.
	KE

	18/19/176
	Chairman’s announcements

·  Planting has now been put in place in the newly refurbished telephone
kiosk.

·  Blackdog Crossroads – councillors understand that there is a 
    substantive Highway Fund that could be accessed.  Need to establish 

    if there was any further progress with Market Lavington Parish  

    Council since West Lavington supported them in their representation
    to Wiltshire Council.  Clerk to contact Market Lavington Parish
    Council Clerk.

·  Tuesday Club donation – letter sent by the Treasurer of the club to 

    thank West Lavington Parish Council for their recent donation of 
    £100.

·  Slimming World - an advertising sign has been bolted by a chain to a street pole on the Millennium green. In view of recent Enforcement Officer advice, councillors were in agreement that the sign needs to be removed from permanent streetscene display. Slimming World is advertised in the parish diary on the parish council website and a removable sign can be displayed on the night the club meets. Clerk to contact Leader of the club.
·  Christmas Carol Service invitation received for the County of Wiltshire Carol Service on 4th December.  Mr Challinor agreed to attend.  Clerk to confirm attendance to Lieutenancy Office.
	KE

KE

KE

	18/19/177
	Public Participation

·  There was none.
	

	18/19/178
	Wiltshire Councillor’s Report

·      Councillor Richard Gamble was unable to attend as he was 
     attending a Wiltshire Council event at the History Centre in
    Chippenham.  The following came in an email as a communication for
    councillors:

·      Cheverell Road, B3098, will be closed on Friday 2nd November for
     repair.

·      Sunnyside and Orchard Place will be closed during the week 
     commencing 12th November for resurfacing that will last three days.

·      Councillors and their families are invited to a community concert in 

     Dauntsey’s Memorial Hall on Sunday 11th November at 1500  

     involving our choirs, musicians and schools in remembrance of all
     those who lived in the Lavingtons, Cheverells and Easterton and 

     those of the Empire who passed through to fight and die in the Great

     War.

·      Councillors are invited to the Big Conversation at Devizes Town Hall

     on Monday 12th November when the public can have their say on 

     local issues such a loneliness and isolation, physical health, mental 

     health, support for carers and housing.  There are two sessions to 

     choose from, 1400 to 1630 and 1800 to 2030.

·      The next Area Board meeting will be on Monday 19th November at

     Devizes School.  There will be presentations about health services

     and youth.
	

	18/19/179
	Community Policing – PCSO Georgina Dodds

·    PCSO Georgina Dodds attended the meeting with her manager,

      Sargeant Rob Milne.

·    Mrs Gamble introduced them and advised that two years ago the

      parish council  had experienced a series of anti-social behaviour,

particularly around the village hall and playing fields’ shelter. Last year the parish council installed CCTV cameras and there has been no such reported activity since.
· Currently there were no incidents of criminal behaviour of concern in the local area that the police needed to report.
·    Speedwatch – clerk to pass to PCSO Dodds contact details of the Team Leader, Mr Coxhead.
·     Black Dog Highways Junction – PCSO Dodds agreed to provide statistics of reported incidents. 
·    She agreed to return to parish council meetings periodically.
	KE

GD

	18/19/180
	Planning Applications
· 18/09481/FUL Wishmead, Russell Mill Lane, Littleton Panell,  
  Devizes SN10 4ET – replace roof over existing single storey  

  Bedroom wing with attic trussed roof with gable dormers and 

  roof lights containing further domestic accommodation.  
                  Councillors have no objections.  Clerk to advise Wiltshire Council.
Decisions
·    18/03936/FUL Dauntsey’s School, High Street, West Lavington,

            Devizes SN10 4HE – erection of Storage building, landscaping,

            access, turning area and associated works.

·     18/07986/TCA 101 High Street, Littleton Panell, Devizes SN10 
      4EU – large spruce to be felled to ground level.

·     18/08557/FUL 6 Orchard Place, West Lavington, Devizes SN10
      4JD – replace single storey extensions.  Replacement flat roof 

      (above bedroom and garage/car port).
·     18/09271/TCA The Garth, 67 High Street, Littleton Panell,
      Devizes SN10 4ES – Sycamore tree – fell.


	KE


	18/19/181
	Budget monitoring

· Budget monitoring sheet, operating budget, scanned bank statements and Financial Statement sent out prior to the meeting.
·  See Financial Report.
	

	18/19/182
	CIL re Stagepost development

·  Stage Post development CIL payment – following further

communication, Wiltshire Council had paid the CIL money in relation to the above mentioned development into the parish council bank account. However, the  sum paid - £8714.20 - amounted to an overpayment of £3485.68 as Wiltshire Council were under the misapprehension that the parish’s Neighbourhood Plan had already been adopted (entitling it to 25% instead of 15%).  Although Wiltshire Council advised they would deduct the overspend from the next CIL payment, councillors were in agreement that the overspend should be reimbursed to Wiltshire Council and a cheque would be made out.
               Clerk to inform Wiltshire Council and action.
               Proposed: Mr M May

               Seconded: Mr S Coxhead

               All councillors in agreement
	KE

	18/19/183
	Precept Setting – first draft

· Clerk advised the first draft on setting the precept would need to be carried over to the December meeting. The calculator for the 

impact on residents’ council tax had not yet been provided by Wiltshire Council.  When received, the clerk would send out draft 

    precept setting proposals for December’s discussion.

    Final decision to be made at the January parish council meeting for 

    submission by 25th January 2019.
	KE

	18/19/184
	Report of the Footpaths Working Group
· White Street – no response to letters sent to residents in White Street regarding recurring flooding. 
· Railings in Church Street – replacement is of continuing concern to councillors. The railings are on land that is the responsibility of Wiltshire Council.  Therefore councillors consider repair and financing is the responsibilityof Wiltshire Council. Mrs Gamble has communicated the parish council’s concern in News &Views and the steps taken to seek amelioration of the situation and safety.
	SG


	18/19/185
	Boundary Wall to Littleton House in Littleton Panell on Footpath 7 – action taken by Wiltshire Council regarding safety.
· It  had been reported at the last meeting that the boundary wall on this 
property was bulging and could potentially collapse onto the adjoining public footpath.  A member of the community had simultaneously raised the issue.  
Due to the potential danger to the public, the Clerk was requested to write immediately to the householder and to Wiltshire Council, whose building control officer promptly visited the site. He reported that the wall was unstable, at danger of collapse and requiring immediate attention to maintain the safety of members of the public. Unable to locate the owners, he proceeded to remove the top part of the wall as the quickest, least intrusive, least costly and most efficient measure. The removed bricks were deposited behind the wall in the owner’s garden.  
The Clerk was informed that these steps had been undertaken under section 78 of the Building Act 1984. 
· Mrs Gamble to provide guidance in News & Views re the safety action instigated by the parish council.
· There is also a matter of  overgrowth of vegetation at the

    Property, reported to be obstructing views for drivers.  Since the owner of the property  appears not to be on site, this has also been reported to Wiltshire Council.
	SG


	18/19/186
	Annual Tree Survey – quotation
· Following a request, Wessex Tree Care Ltd. had provided a quotation (in the sum of £480) to carry out annual inspections of the trees in the Closed Burial Ground. This is in addition to the quote for a similar inspection of trees around the Recreation Ground, in the amount of £600.  

The combined amounts are within the parish council’s deminimis cap. Councillors were in agreement, therefore, to instruct Wessex Tree Care (without seeking further quotes) to carry out both inspections.  It was noted that the trees in the Closed Burial Ground should become the responsibility of Wiltshire Council if responsibility for maintenance of that ground is transferred.  

    Proposed: Mr M Challinor

    Seconded: Mrs J Ford

    All councillors in agreement
Councillors requested the Clerk to enquire of Wessex Tree Care if a three year contract in relation to the recreation ground would reduce the overall costs and, in addition, to obtain a quotation for a post - storm inspection.  
· Clerk to action the inspections and seek responses to the further questions raised.
	KE

	18/19/187
	Emergency Assistance Scheme salt and sand supplies – update

·    Wiltshire Council have provided a scheme to support communities in 

          in bad weather. A  number of items, such as salt and sand, can be collected and stored so that they can be used should bad weather

          occur.  Mr Coxhead advised councillors what was available and

confirmed that Mrs Ford and he would be undertaking collection during the week. 
· Mr Coxhead is also attending an Emergency Planning Seminar with the flood warden in November.  The Emergency Plan needs to be updated and the Emergency Planning Group will be meeting in the near future.
	SC

	18/19/188
	Dauntsey’s School – new athletics track viewed from Strawberry Hill

· A concern had been raised in relation to “visual amenity” regarding the school’s new athletics track, particularly when viewed from Strawberry Hill.
· The apparent lack of consultation or planning application for the development of this major aspect of landscaping (hardstanding) - i.e. the red coloured running track and surrounding fencing - was queried.

· Mrs Gamble had contacted the school and it was understood that it would be in discussions with its consultants and WC over the planning situation and apparent lack of consultation.

· The Clerk was requested to write to the school saying that the parish council would appreciate being informed of the outcome of discussions.
	KE

	18/19/189
	Neighbourhood Plan – update

· The first draft Report from the Examiner had been viewed by  

    Core members of the Steering Group for comment on any inaccuracies.  The Report was confidential at this stage. Once the Examiner’s final report is communicated to Wiltshire Council, members of the Core Group will be allowed sight. They may also meet with WC’s special planning team before a decision by WC is made as to whether to accept all (or any or none of) the Examiner’s recommendations. From there, an Extraordinary meeting of the parish council may be necessary to inform all councillors before their December meeting. A January referendum is being contemplated by WC.
· Mrs Gamble’s November chairman’s report in News &Views had outlined some of the benefits of adopting the Plan. Nearer the referendum, the parish council, as plan promoter, will be further informing the public.
	

	18/19/190
	Parking in Sandfields

· The Clerk had received an email from a resident in Sandfield raising 

    concerns about parking in the streets at school pick up and drop off 

times.  The resident was advised that the issue would be discussed at the council’s November meeting and was invited to attend. The Chair of DAPS’ Governors and the Headteacher were also informed.
It was noted that the Parish Council has made available the Village Hall carpark for school parking at these times of day and the school periodically requests parents to show regard when parking. Nevertheless, school parking continues along Sandfield and in surrounding streets. Altercations then unfortunately can arise.
The situation is not something within the powers of a parish council to resolve. However, the parish council has taken advice from Highways in the past. Their response is that “managing parental parking in close proximity to a school is ultimately for the school to take the lead”. Preventing parental parking can only be achieved through both legislative restriction (such as Waiting restrictions) in combination with effective enforcement to ensure compliance. Highways point out, however, the knock-on consequence of this is that it also directly affects those living in the area.

· In the longer term, it is hoped that positive developments from the Neighbourhood Plan (if adopted by the community) and the potential for alternative and additional school parking that the Plan advocates will alleviate this area of concern. 
	

	18/19/191
	Risk Committee meeting – verbal update

· Committee had met prior to the full council.    
· Email Policy was reviewed and there are no changes recommended to the policy and procedures adopted by the council before the summer.

·    Risk Register has been updated and will be circulated.
	

	18/19/192
	Parish Council Noticeboards – replacement
·    Mr Coxhead had investigated the noticeboards at Courtyard
   Surgery. They would cost £380 including VAT for the size required
by the parish council.  Councillors agreed to order two. A contractor would then be sourced to put them in place outside of the shop in the High Street.  
· Clerk to place the order.
Proposed: Mrs S Gamble

    Seconded: Mrs J Ford

    All councillors in agreement
	KE



	18/19/193
	Village Hall – Business Plan
· Mr May advised that the draft Business Plan is ready but needs to
    be seen by the Village Hall Committee first at its meeting on 15th
    November.  The new Hall Manager and Mr May have drawn up a plan for day to day running. The accounts have been reviewed.  There is now a dedicated telephone number to make hall bookings and it is hoped that soon the hall will have its own website. The Business Plan will come to the December parish council meeting for discussion.
	MM
KE

	18/19/194
	Dog Waste and litter bin collections
· Clerk advised that the parish council has already paid the Village Hall in advance the sum of £457.39 for the commercial bin to be emptied. 
· Also payment in advance for the emptying of the bins around the recreation field, along with the dog bins, has been paid to the Village Hall in the sum of £640.
· The reason for the arrangement is historical in that the person responsible for undertaking these duties was also responsible for Village Hall duties. However, as these responsibilities are now carried out by separate individuals, Mr May considered that payment for the emptying of the waste and dog bins should now be via a direct payment from the parish council to the person providing the service.

· Councillors were in agreement for direct payment and this will commence in April 2019 once the pre-paid period has been completed.  
· As for payment for collection of waste from the commercial bin, a decision needs further study since the bin is secured by a chain in the keeping of the Village Hall. To be placed on next agenda when the precept is discussed.
	KE

	18/19/195
	Clerk’s Appraisal
·    This will take place on Wednesday 9th November.
	

	18/19/196
	Standing Orders and Financial Regulations
·    Revised Financial Regulations 2018 to be finalised by Mr Morton.

· Revised Standing Orders 2018 were agreed.
	

	18/19/197
	Grants Policy

·    To be placed on next agenda.
	KE

	18/19/198
	FOI and Communications Policy
· To be placed on next agenda.
	KE

	18/19/199
	Closed Burial Ground Maintenance – update
· Clerk advised that Mr Bob Giles, warden of the Parochial  Church Council, has reported that agreement has been reached by the PCC for maintenance of the Closed Burial Ground to be assumed by Wiltshire Council and the required letter of request will be signed at the next PCC meeting ready  for the December meeting of the parish council for actioning.  To be placed on the next agenda.
	KE

	18/19/200
	CCTV System – user manual and training
· Mr Challinor and Mr Scott have been viewing the User Manual acquired and will now use it as a first step to self-train to be followed by a formal days training.
· Mrs Gamble requested that it be recorded that since SMART did not wish to sign a Data Processor agreement to cover circumstances in which they might access the council’s CCTV system remotely at the council’s request, the council will not in future request SMART to provide any remote services. 
	MC/RS

	18/19/201
	WW1 Commemorative Trees – update

· The council has been advised that documents to ensure official acceptability of all parties regarding the preferred MoD site for WWI commemorative tree planting are almost in place.

·  Mr Blundell has been researching an alternative site and this could

    be used as a ‘back up’.  This site will require clearing and Mr 

    Blundell has estimated that this will cost approximately £1500.

·     Need to consider public access to alternative site.

·     Quotes have been received for fencing which will require to be 

          discussed further when the site has been finalised.
	

	18/19/202
	Playgrounds – order for Rocker and Swing
·     Wicksteed parts have arrived and the Proludic order has been 

    dispatched along with the booking of the engineer to fit the parts in

    half a day.
·     Two rotten stepping stumps in Roberts Playground will be replaced.
·     Basket Ball hoop now relocated.
·  Playgrounds Group to meet next on Thursday 8th November at 1900.
	

	18/19/203
	Disbursements

Cheque Number                    Payee                                                            £                                 
              £
DD                                          1&1 (monthly website fee)                             8.39

SO                                          Chris Hardwick (website)                              28.00
1606                                        Kaye Elston (Clerk salary)                          256.37                                             
1608                                        Cardiac Science                                         172.74
1609                                        Wicksteed                                                     90.00
1610                                        Wiltshire Council                                       3485.68                                        

1611                                        The Royal British Legion                               18.40      
	

	18/19/204
	Items for website/News and Views
·     Littleton House boundary wall.
	

	18/19/205
	Area Board

·     19th November 2018 – Mr P Blundell, stand-by Mr S Coxhead.
	

	18/19/206
	Date of next meeting

·    Thursday 6th December 2018 at 1900     
	

	18/19/1
	Items of Maintenance

·     Precept considerations at next meeting.   
	


Meeting closed at 10:40
Signed……………………………………………………………………………..6th December 2018
