WEST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
   MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 4th APRIL 2019, 7PM

IN THE WEST LAVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
MINUTES
	Present:
	Councillors: Mrs S Gamble (Chair), Mr M May, Mrs H Freeman, Mr P Blundell, Mr R Scott, Mr R Oglesby, Mrs B Herniman, Mr M Challinor and Mr S Coxhead. 
	

	Also present 
	Mrs K Elston (Clerk), Mr D Muns, Mr G Bishop, Mrs P Bishop, Ms J Danielle and Ms E Cook.
	

	18/19/338
	Apologies for absence
· Mrs J Ford and Mr A Morton.
	

	18/19/339
	Declaration of interests
· There were none.
	

	18/19/340
	The Minutes of the last meeting of the council on 07/03/19 and Matters arising  
· The Minutes were amended to ensure that public participation is recorded anonymously. The minutes have been viewed by Wiltshire Association of Local Councils to ensure the public participation has been recorded correctly.  Clerk advised that the Chair can decide not to have public participation but this parish council welcomes public contribution as it is important that councillors hear the voice of the community.   Councillor Oglesby had requested that a disclaimer be added to the Minutes which had now been done. With this amendment, the Minutes were agreed as a true record and the Chair signed them.
·  Matters arising:
    Visit to Dauntsey’s Academy Primary School – Mrs Gamble advised 

    that Mr Morton, Mr Blundell and she had visited recently.  They 

    found the visit very informative and the Head very welcoming.

·  Chair resignation – Mrs Gamble reminded councillors that she will be

    stepping down as Chairman and as a parish councillor at the next meeting on 2nd May.  She requested councillors who are interested in the Chairman or Vice-chairman position to advise the clerk by Thursday 25thApril 2019.
	All

Councillors



	18/19/341
	Chairman’s announcements

·  Commercial Waste for Village Hall – Chairman confirmed that the
    contract has now passed to the parish council and the blue bin, which

    was removed, is not back in place.  Clerk to email West Lavington
    Village Hall for 50% of the cost as agreed at the meeting on 06.12.18

· Information Commissioners Office (ICO) annual payment – Clerk 
    advised that a reminder had not been received. She had noticed the absence when preparing the annual accounts, had personally paid the fee and would  request reimbursement.  Councillors in agreement to reimburse the clerk the fee of £40.  This should not occur in 2019/20 as the email address of the parish council has been updated with the ICO.
	KE



	18/19/342
	Public Participation

·  A number of representations were made in respect of planning

         application 19/00516/FUL for a Glamping Site at Home Farm.
         Representation 1

         This is an unusual site, which will locate tents on the side of the road.

         Worried about the positioning on the perimeter of Mill Lane and is

         not an attractive plan.

         Representation 2

         Concerned about the security of the site when it is not occupied as

         well as concerns about the recycling of water in Withy Pool as it is a 
         a distance from the site. Questioned whether this would create a smell?  Also concerned about the amenities in general for the tents/pods and the noise that could come from the site when occupied.  Another consideration was the number of parking spaces, indicated in the application as being 16 although there could be a maximum of 32 people on site.
         Representation 3

         Concerns about the materials to be used on the boundary as 

         screening.  Need to consider the landscape as the trees planted could
         take a long time to grow.  The site is within the conservation area and 
         there is a need to ensure that the glamping does not affect the view. 

         Will the restrictions for a previous planning application for a farm shop

         still be in place and what does DAPS the local school think of this

         application as it is very close to their playground?

         Representation 4

         Need to consider the closeness of this site to the local amenities, for

         example the Recreation Ground, BMX track and play equipment. The
         use could be increased and this will place an additional financial 

         burden on the parish council which maintains them.  Access on the plan is shown as across onto Mill Lane but this access is not currently there.  Also if the application is granted how can any further development be limited to ensure it is sustainable? The experience at a similar site in Poulshot indicated that such a site might grow considerably. 

         Chairman thanked the members of the public who had participated for 
         their contributions and advised that councillors would also discuss  

         during the planning section of the agenda.
	

	18/19/343
	Wiltshire Councillor Report

· There was no report from Councillor Richard Gamble who was 

   recovering from a minor procedure.  Councillors expressed their good
   wishes.
	

	18/19/344
	Planning 

APPLICATIONS   
· 19/02490/FUL Strawberry Lee, 27 White Street, West Lavington,
   Devizes SN10 4LW – extension to rear of and over garage.  There

   were no objections.
· 19/00516/FUL Home Farm, 61 High Street, West Lavington, 
   Devizes  SN10 4JB – proposed glamping site to include – 6 Timeless

   glamping pods  - 4 Shepherd’s huts – Existing highways access – 

   informal access track – Reinforced grass parking area – Native, 

   mixed thorn field boundaries to reinforce existing – Native  species 

   tree planting with under-story planting – Composting bin within 

   existing yard – Mains water and electricity to pods – excavation to 

   follow informal track.  
Councillors were in agreement to object to the application. The concerns raised were; regarding the dangers of an increase in traffic on the access road alongside the turning into the site from the A360, the environmental impact on the land, what controls would be in place for future growth and extension, security in relation to proximity to the playground and DAPS Primary School, the length of time for additional screening from planting proposals, the effect of headlights on bat movements and the need for a bat survey, the controls for vehicular access across the site to each unit, the potential for group bookings creating disturbance, the need for an additional register as for caravan sites and additional usuage of visitors on the facilities like the playground etc..       
· 18/11759/VAR Dauntsey’s School, High Street, West Lavington, 

   Devizes SN10 4HW – variation of condition 2 of planning permission

   K/42974 to allow for different surface material for outdoor sports track,

with proposed landscaping to reduce visual impact. 
The parish council strongly objects to this application. The most recent communication from Planning Officer, Morgan Jones, indicated that this application was likely to go to the Area Planning Committee on 25th April. The parish council agreed to submit further information prior to Mr Jones making his final recommendations to the Area Planning Committee.  Mr Scott and Mrs Herniman would put together the information for the Clerk to submit.  It was also agreed that if the application were referred to the Committee then a letter would be sent prior to the meeting to each member of the committee. Three people in support of the parish council’s position are able to speak for 3 minutes each at the committee meeting with a summing up of 4 minutes by the Parish Council. Therefore, volunteers would need to be identified.

· 19/02689/FUL 40 High Street, Littleton Panell, Devizes SN10 4ES – 

Proposed orangery to side elevation.  
This application had not been noted on the agenda as it had been listed by Wiltshire Council after the agenda had been published. However, there were no objections to this application.
               Clerk to submit the above comments to Wiltshire Council planning.
DECISIONS

· 19/01465/TCA 1A Pagnell Lane, Littleton Panell, Devizes SN10 

   4EW – Purple Leaf Plum – cut back to clear overhead cables, Norway

   Maple – reduce by 20% and Beech – Reduce by 20%.

·  19/01113/FUL Land adj 6 Eastfield, West Lavington, Devizes
   SN10 4HW – Erection of detached dwelling.

·  19/00503/FUL 119 High Street, Littleton Panell, Devizes SN10
   4EU – single storey extension at the rear of the existing single storey

   extension, including all other associated works.
	KE

	18/19/345
	Budget Monitoring
·  Budget monitoring sheet was sent to councillors prior to the meeting. 

·  Budget lines that are overspent and need to be noted are: 

               Admin due to a change of website provider during the year and  one
               month payment to both the retiring and new provider to ensure there
               was no loss in service;  the closed burial ground as the grass cutting
               invoice submitted was for the last two years; maintenance and    

               repairs  since all three defibulator batteries were replaced during this
               financial year; and tree work since the parish has now completed all
               the surveys and subsequent work required.  
               Balancing this overspend are several budget lines that have been 
               underspent.  
The balance carried forward will be in the sum of £9076 of which £5228.52 is CIL money received.  

·  Budget allocation for 2019/20 was circulated prior to the meeting.
· Changes to budget allocations that require noting relate to
increases in grants, footpaths, waste and playground maintenance.     Budget allocations reduced relate to reserves as no further input is currently needed, data protection and more significantly maintenance and repairs. Councillors approved the budget allocation for 2019/20.
·  VAT has been reclaimed in the sum of £4120 for the financial year.  
   There had been a notification that VAT reclaim for non-registered parish councils would need to be made electronically.  However, confirmation has just been received that this will not be the case for 2018/19 or 2019/20.

·  No claim had been made against the Clerk’s office expenditure allowance which will now be claimed in the next month against the carry forward from 2018-19. The amount is £25.90 per month with a total of £310.80 to be paid in May.
·  Payroll fees – payroll and PAYE are administered by Charlton Baker
   and a letter has been received to advise that the annual cost for this

   service is to increase from £147 gross per year to £150 gross per 
   year.  Councillors were in agreement to accept this increase.  There is

   also a request that the fee is now paid monthly by standing order. The amount per month would be £12.50 and councillors were in   agreement for this to be set up.  Clerk to complete paperwork and return to Charlton Baker.
	KE

	18/19/346
	Footpaths Report
·  Footpath Report was circulated to councillors prior to the meeting.
·  Councillors were requested to return their annual footpath survey forms as soon as possible to Mrs Ford so that areas of maintenance can be identified.

·  WLAV7B Strawberry Hill – Mrs Ford had received an email from 

   Paul Millard at Wiltshire Council to advise that work on this path 

   should commence next week.
	

	18/19/347
	Hedges House Steps
·    Mr Blundell had obtained one quote for the steps with a 

   a handrail in the sum of £7110; steps with a DDA compliant ramp

   and handrail in the sum of £8690; and a DDA compliant ramp and 

   handrail only in the sum of £6270.  Mr Blundell is awaiting another two
   quotes before the council can make a decision on how to proceed.   
	PB

	18/19/348
	Great British Spring Clean
· The date of the Spring Clean will be 6th April 2019.  The Youth Club
will act as the gathering point for the event.

· Advertising of the event is in place with the A boards, posters, notices on the website and the noticeboard.

· Equipment has been collected from Wiltshire Council and  

   arrangements for rubbish to be collected after the event.
	

	18/19/349
	Neighbourhood Plan – update and Referendum information
·  Wiltshire Council have published their Decision Statement regarding the parish’s Neighbourhood Plan, which means that the Referendum can now go ahead in June.
· It is possible for members of the community to vote in person but alternatively to have postal votes and this will need to be communicated to the community.
· The parish council’s Neighbourhood Plan consultant, Anthony Northcote, is amending the Plan in line with Wiltshire Council’s and the External Examiner’s requirements and to be returned to Wiltshire Council by 23.04.19 for publication.

· Wiltshire Council will publish the Referendum date 28 days

   prior to the date on which it will be held. 
	

	18/19/350
	Annual Parish Meeting on 20th May 2019
· Gaiger Bros. will hold a display to communicate their draft Masterplan proposals for the site chosen by the community as its preferred site for development. Consultants will be available to answer questions and an opportunity will be afforded for attendees to leave their feedback.
· The display will start late afternoon and extend into the council’s evening Annual Parish Meeting to which the community is invited.

· Clerk to enquire if the hall is free from 1500 onwards on 20.05.19.
· Notices to be prepared for the council’s website and noticeboard requesting members of the community “to save the date”.
	KE
SG

	18/19/351
	WW1 Tree Planting – costs for MOD land and bench proposal update
· Mr Blundell advised that the fee for an MOD solicitor to draft the necessary lease of MOD land for tree planting (which the MOD expects the council will pay) will likely be in the region of £1500 plus VAT, but nothing is as yet confirmed.

·     Councillors agreed it would be wise to employ an independent 

    solicitor to review the documentation on the council’s behalf.  It was agreed that Wansborough should be approached.

· Caroline Holloway has agreed the lease of a small portion of her own land for tree planting as well which will require legal input. 
· Bench carpentry work- Dave Seabourne has agreed to take a look and provide a quote.
	PB



	18/19/352
	Purchase of Speed Indicator Device - information
· Information has been received from another parish council which has purchased SIDs using Area Grant funding.  The approximate cost 
would be in the sum of £5000 but an area grant might well be available for 50% of this cost.
	

	18/19/353
	Parish Council Noticeboard
· A larger noticeboard has now been ordered and once it arrives it will be be fitted along with the two smaller ones already delivered.
	KE

	18/19/354
	Village Hall update
·  Mr May advised that the three year Budget has now been produced.  Clerk to circulate to all councillors.

·  An architect has been approached to look at some viability studies.
	KE

	18/19/355
	Volunteer Policy and Parish Council Logo – review and agreement
· The Volunteer Policy in draft had been circulated prior to the meeting and councillors were in agreement for it to be adopted.  Clerk to put policy on website.

· West Lavington Parish Council logo – designed by Mrs Herniman had been circulated and parish councillors agreed to adopt:

    Proposed: Mrs B Herniman

    Seconded: .Mr R Scott  

    All councillors present in agreement
To be placed on the Volunteer Policy prior to its posting on the council’s website and to be incorporated on all parish council policies
In due course.
	KE

	18/19/356
	Website History – response from WW1 Military Historian
· Contact had been made by Mrs Herniman. Mr Thompson has agreed to come back to the parish council.
	

	18/19/357
	Closed Burial Ground – update
· Wiltshire Council had written to the clerk to confirm that they will take over liability for, and maintenance of, the closed burial ground as from 1st April 2019.  Clerk was asked to and had confirmed that the parish council had not previously formally assumed responsibility.
· Liability will now need to be removed from the parish council’s insurance, ensuring that cover is retained for any liability that may subsequently arise in relation to any maintenance work previously undertaken by the council.
· The council has agreed to undertake grass cutting prior to individual weddings should the need arise and Mr David Coxhead would be approached and invited to carry out the work.
· Mr Coxhead had been advised by letter that his grass cutting services in the churchyard would not be required in view of Wiltshire Council’s assumption of maintenance.
	

	18/19/358
	Devolution of Wiltshire Council Assets - update 
· There is an area of land in which the parish council is interested but further investigation is required.
	

	18/19/359
	General Data Protection Regulations - update
· No further updates currently.
	

	18/19/360
	Playgrounds update
· Mr Blundell advised that the piece of play equipment chosen by the
children, following his meeting at DAPs, will cost approximately

£3000 but he is currently hoping to negotiate a price.  Once the final cost – within this cap - is established and agreed, the Clerk will raise the order.

Proposal to spend up to £3000

 Proposed: Mr S Coxhead

 Seconded: Mr M May

All councillors present in agreement

· Wicksteed Inspection – took place on 1st April and the Playgrounds Group will review the report at their meeting on 25th April
	

	18/19/361
	Dauntsey’s Board of Governors – response to Chair of Governors’ letter
·    A letter from the Chairman of Dauntsey’s Board of Governors had
   been received by the Clerk and circulated to councillors.  It specified

   an updated skills gap that their Board was looking to recruit to.

   Regrettably this had not been included by the school in the initial

   application process, leading two councillors putting themselves 

   forward for the role and going through the interview process, only to

   be then told that they didn’t meet the updated skills requirements.  

   Councillors felt that the application process had been poorly managed.

   All councillors were then given the opportunity to apply for the role,

   knowing the contents of the revised skills matrix.  No new applications

   were received and therefore the council would not be making any
   nominations for this current vacancy to the Board.

   Councillors felt it was very unfortunate that after many years, that 

   there was no longer any parish council representation on the Board

   of such an important local educational establishment.  The council felt 

   it important to seek another format of regular meetings to continue to

  ensure close cooperation and ties between the school and the local

  community.

  The Chair will be contacting the Headmaster of Dauntsey’s in due

  course to explore how this could be facilitated.
	

	18/19/362
	Disbursements

Cheque Number                    Payee                                                            £                                 
              £                                         

SO                                          Chris Hardwick (website)                              28.00
1638                                        Kaye Elston (clerk expenses)                       47.52                                                                                               
1639                                        HMRC (PAYE)                                            512.80                                                   
1640                                        Kaye Elston (clerk salary)                           256.37                                                                                                                                                             
	    

	18/19/363
	Items for website/News and Views
· NHP Referendum and Annual Parish Meeting
	

	18/19/364
	Correspondence and circulars received

·    Wiltshire Council Briefing Note on Calne to Chippenham Cycle Path. 


	

	18/19/365

	Area Board.
· Next Area Board on 13th May and Mr Morton will attend.
	AM

	18/19/366
	Date of next meeting – Annual Council Meeting and Monthly meeting
·    Thursday 2nd May 2019 at 1900     

	

	18/19/367
	Items of Maintenance

·  Nominations for Chair and Vice Chair to be received by the Clerk.   
	


Meeting closed at 2135
Signed……………………………………………………………………………..2nd May 2019
