WEST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
   MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 7th FEBRUARY 2019, 7PM

IN THE WEST LAVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
MINUTES
	Present:
	Councillors: Mrs S Gamble (Chair), Mrs H Freeman, Mrs J Ford, Mr P Blundell, Mr R Scott, Mr R Oglesby, Mrs B Herniman, Mr A Morton and Mr S Coxhead. 
	

	Also present 
	Mrs K Elston (Clerk), Mr S Herniman (until 1930), Mr D Muns and Mr R Gamble (Wiltshire County Councillor)
	

	18/19/273
	Apologies for absence
· Mr M May and Mr M Challinor.
	

	18/19/274
	Declaration of interests
· Mr R Scott noted that he had a conflict of interest for Agenda item 
   number 7 – Planning application 19/00549/PNCOU.
	

	18/19/275
	The Minutes of the last meeting of the council on 03/01/19 and Matters arising  
· The Minutes were agreed as a true record and the Chair signed them.
· Matters arising:

         Visit to DAPs – more dates to be sought and circulated by the clerk.      
	KE

	18/19/276
	Chairman’s announcements

· Chair thanked Mrs Ford for attending the last Area Board on 14th 
  January.

· The contact email address for the Clerk to Market Lavington Parish

               Council recently changed and it is now marketlavpc@gmail.com.

·    Great British Spring Clean – this will now be from mid-March to mid

   April 2019.

·    Best Kept Village competition – this is an annual competition and it is

  hoped that Streetscene  may be able to support an entry for West

  Lavington in the near future!
·    Badgers Cull – Mr Oglesby advised that he is aware that farmers in 

  the community have been asked to support the badger cull and will be

  shooting at times after dark.  Therefore residents need to be aware if

  they are out at night on footpaths. 
	

	18/19/277
	Planning 

APPLICATIONS

· 18/11759/VAR Dauntseys School, High Street, West Lavington, 
   Devizes SN10 4HW – variation of condition 2 of planning permission

   K/42974 to allow for different surface material for outdoor sports track, 

   with proposed landscaping to reduce visual impact.  Mr S Herniman 

   as a member of the public spoke about the application and advised

   he has not spoken about the application before but the time had come
   as the construction now in place is very different to the original 

   planning application.  The original indication was for a grass track, 

   but this has now become all weather surface that is orange, as well as

   very visible white posts around the track, which changes the   

   landscape The structure can be seen from many vantage points.
   Councillors believe that what has been put forward as a minor
   variation is far more than minor.  The major concerns are the colour of

   the track, the inadequate planting of trees for landscaping purposes

   and the visual impact of the white posts.

There was a discussion about asking Wiltshire Council to suspend 

   use of the track until this variance application had been resolved.  But

   councillors also do not want to prevent children being able to use the

   track.  Councillors suggested that they would potentially be available
   to work with the planning consultants commissioned by Dauntsey’s 

   School during the process.  Councillor Richard Gamble advised that if 
   Wiltshire Council grant the variation then he has called for it to be 

   heard at the Area Planning Board.

Councillors were in agreement to object to the variation application as

   they believe it is an abuse of variation planning laws.  Clerk to advise

   Wiltshire Council planning by 8th February 2019.

·  19/00549/PNCOU 1 The studio, Russell Mill Lane, Littleton Panell, 
   Devizes SN10 4ET  - Notification of prior approval for a Change of 
   Use from Premises in Light Industrial Use (Class B1 (C)) and any land
within its curtilage to a single dwelling house (Class C3).  This application is a change of use only to which the parish council has no objections. Important to note that it is outside the settlement boundary.  Councillors also wished to note that visibility out onto the main road is limited from this location.

·  18/11948/FUL 5 Orchard Place, West Lavington, Devizes SN10
   4JD – single storey rear/side extension.  Councillors objected to this. They considered the lounge would now face a different way from the surrounding properties and would overlook number 4.

·  19/01113/FUL Land adj 6 Eastfield, West Lavington, Devizes
    SN10 4HW – erection of detached dwelling.  This was not listed on 

    the agenda as notification came out after the agenda was published.  
    Councillors believe it is important to ensure that there is still access to

    to the High Street.
DECISIONS

·  18/11991/TCA 74 High Street, Littleton Panell, Devizes SN10 4EU 

                Cherry tree – crown reduce 30%, Oak tree – crown raise to 5m-6m,

                Beech tree (over shed) – crown raise to 7m, 3 Beech trees and 1

                Chestnut tree – crown raise to 7m.  Hedging – reduce to 2.5m 

                (including Alder tree), Prunus tree – reduce spread by 2m, 4 Holly 

                trees – crown raise to 4m-5m.

·   18/11605/TCA Wyneshore House, 2 White Street, West 
    Lavington, Devizes SN10 4LW – T1 Fell sycamore.
	KE

	18/19/278
	Public Participation

·  See Minute 18/19/277 above.
	

	18/19/279
	Wiltshire Councillor’s Report

·      Planning application 19/01113/FUL at Eastfield – Councillor Richard
     Gamble is consulting with Aster, the housing company, who are 

     converting garage sites into housing.  There is a footpath near to the

     site that allows pedestrians to access the High Street and there is a

     request for a non-material amendment to the planning to ensure 

     there is still footpath access onto the High Street.

·      Road closure on A342 at Stert– Councillor Richard Gamble reported

     that highways officers believed that the redirection of traffic during

the road closure worked well.  Some members of the communities affected have reported differently.

·      Parking in the Market Place carpark in Devizes – the devolution of
     council assets includes this parking site and it will be transferred to
     Devizes Town Council.  The plan is to charge for this parking which 

     would then take away the 30 minute free parking that is currently in

     place.  The plan is to allocate 30 minute free parking elsewhere.  
     This will be an item at the Area Board meeting on 18th March 2019.

·      Wiltshire Council have confirmed that council tax will rise by 2.99%.

·      Police Report – there have been three recent incidents of theft from

     parked cars in Littleton Panell, Erlestoke and Little Cheverell.  The 

     public are reminded to keep valuable items out of sight.
	

	18/19/280
	Budget Monitoring
·    Budget monitoring documents were circulated to councillors prior to
     the meeting.

·    The Financial Statement for February advises that the parish council
           has received £45 5received £45 559 income for the year, which 

           uncludes the precept, VAT reclaimed, CIL money from Wiltshire

           Council and insurance payout for damage to the shelter at the BMX

           track.  The total expenditure to date has been £39 877 gross

           (£36 730 net).  Costs were within prediction on the majority of budget

           lines with very small overspends which will be balanced by 

           underspends in other budget areas. The report concludes that the

           parish council is in a sound financial position and able to meet it’s

           current financial commitments with funding in reserves in the sum of

           £20 953 to support the completion of current projects and to be able

           to plan for future projects.

·    Commercial Waste contract – councillors have agreed to take on the

           contract from West Lavington Village Hall and then invoice it
           for part of the cost.  Clerk advised that she is currently negotiating 

           with Hills who supply the waste bin and they have advised that the

           parish council have to set up a credit account.  They have advised 

           that it is not possible to pay the service charge in one payment.  

           Councillors in agreement to set up the credit account.  Clerk to

           complete the required paperwork and return to Hills.
	KE



	18/19/281
	Footpaths Report
·     Footpath Report was circulated to councillors prior to the meeting.

·     Steps on WLAV14 have had the wooden battens replaced as they

      were rotten.  Thank you to John Ford and Steve Herniman.

·     Councillors agreed it would be beneficial to remind the community

      to report any footpath concerns to the Clerk.  Mrs Gamble will put 

      into her report in News and Views.
· Steps by Hedges House into the Recreation Ground – Mrs Ford had raised with Mr Blundell the issue of the poor condition of these steps.  It was agreed that Mrs Ford and Mr Blundell would review the situation and report back to the next meeting.
	SG
JF/PB

	18/19/282
	Incident at Robert’s Playground – update
·        Potentially there were three incidents to view: damage to play 
       equipment in Roberts Playground, the theft of a moped at the

       entrance to the West Lavington Youth Club and drug dealing 

       around the Village Hall and Recreation Ground.  One of which
       had been reported by a member of the public to the police.

Further CCTV training was given to three members of the parish council by Noel Woolrych.  The parish council want to express their thanks to Mr Woolrych for his support.

·        The parish council nominated CCTV camera operators can now 
       locate footage, and record if necessary.  

·        There is no further police action required.
	

	18/19/283
	Corporate Planning meeting 21/02/19
·        The meeting is booked for 21st February in the Giles Room at 1900.

·        Clerk to send out the current Corporate Plan prior to the meeting.
	KE

	18/19/284
	Railings at Rickbarton – update

·         Mr Scott has sought some costings for the work and it is likely that 

        the cost will be approximately £6000.

·         Mr Scott advised that the design yet needs to be agreed.  
·         It is hoped that Wiltshire Council will contribute toward the cost of

        replacing the railings.  Therefore they will need to have sight of the

        plans and costings when they are ready.  Mr Scott will continue to

        to work on the plans.

	RS

	18/19/285
	Neighbourhood Plan - update
· Mrs Gamble advised that the date of the Referendum has been 
  extended further due to ongoing issues following Wiltshire Council becoming aware of a change concerning Habitat assessment and their stated need to comply with the new regulations. Initially the Referendum was due to occur on 23rd April but this date has now been put back further.  A decision cannot be made until after 29th March as to whether the paish council can proceed to Referendum which must then take place 56 days after that, so not before May/June.
	

	18/19/286
	Tree Survey at All Saints Church – update and decision re work identified

· Survey at All Saints Church – has now been completed and 
     circulated to councillors prior to the meeting.  The survey has

     identified work that needs to be carried out on the trees within three

     months and will cost in the sum of £948 (£790 net).  Councillors 

     were in agreement to instruct Wessex Care to carry out the work as
     soon as possible.  Invoice received for the cost of the survey in the

     sum of £480 (£400 net) which councillors agreed to pay.

· Recreation Ground work to trees – clerk confirmed that this had been completed during the week and the invoice will follow in due course This has now reduced any risk as the work identified as urgent has been completed within three months.  Councillors enquired what will

      happen with the wood that has been cut down and Mr Blundell 

      raised a concern for the loggery.  Clerk agreed to ask Wessex Care.

·       Three year contract for inspections – Wessex Care has advised 

      that if the parish council enters a three year contract with them   then the next two reports would be half the price of the original if carried out every 18 months; alternatively, if the council wants a report every year it would be at cost.  The recommended survey schedule is every 18 months.  

      Councillors were in agreement that the survey should be completed every 18 months with the two reports at half cost price.  Clerk to notify Wessex Care.

·       Post Gale inspections – Wessex Care would offer this service for

      £100 for each site.  Councillors were in agreement to accept this.
	KE

KE

KE

	18/19/287
	Parish Council noticeboards – replacement
·      The boards have arrived and the Clerk showed them to councillors.

     The clerk would be meeting a handyman the next day to discuss putting them up on the wall where the current boards are situated.
	

	18/19/288
	Village Hall update
· Mr May had prepared a Report which had been circulated to

councillors prior to the meeting.

· Request for financial support – Mrs Gamble advised that she had
      been approached by the Village Hall Manager, Michelle Duckworth, to request funding for a trial of three coffee morning events that the VH would like to run free of charge for the elderly of the parish in conjunction with Age UK.   
      Age UK would be able to supply some volunteers for these events.  

      The amount requested was a grant in the sum of £250.
· Councillors were supportive of the initiative but were mindful of the

      funding already granted to the Village Hall and queried:

      Would the grant, if made, be ringfenced just for this activity?

      If not all the funding was used, was it intended that any balance should be returned to the parish council?

Has the VH applied to anyone else for support with funding, like Age

      UK itself?

The Parish Council would also wish to see costings for these events and Village Hall accounts.
· Clerk was requested to enquire of the Village Hall management.
	KE

	18/19/289
	Grants Policy

·      Drafted Policy had been circulated to councillors prior to the meeting.

      Councillors will send their comments and Clerk will circulate an amended draft with a view to councillors agreeing it at the next meeting.
	KE

	18/19/290
	CCTV Camera – policy updates and training
·     The parish council confirmed that ‘Operators’ within the council’s CCTV Policy are Cllrs Richard Scott, Michael Challinor, Bridget Herniman together with the Clerk.  These are the councillors authorised, as well as the Clerk, to view footage should an incident occur or the parish council is requested by the police to locate information for a given date and time.  The footage automatically is wiped off after 30 days and therefore any request to view an incident needs to identify a date and a time and be requested in a timely manner.

·       Amend PIA and CCTV Policy to confirm 30 days deletion of footage.

·       Intruder Alarm – this is there to protect the server and a small 

      adjustment to the cupboard is required.  Clerk and Mr Scott would meet the handyman next day to resolve.

· Service to be booked once the cupboard amendments have been

      made.
	KE

RS/KE

KE

	18/19/291
	Website
· History of Whistler Window and Robbers Stone – a journalist who had previously written an article on the window for the Guardian had has expressed a further interest and offered to come to West Lavington to speak to Mrs Herniman concerning historical items.
· Website Operational Policy – had been circulated prior to the meeting and councillors are in agreement to adopt with two minor additions proposed by Mr Coxhead.
	

	18/19/292
	FOI and Communication Policy

· To be placed on the next agenda.
	KE

	18/19/293
	Closed Burial Ground – update

·      Clerk reported that Wiltshire Council have acknowledged the letter 

      sent but nothing further to report at this stage.
	

	18/19/294
	Devolution of Wiltshire Council Assets
· Assets that the parish council is interested in exploring will be followed up with Councillor Richard Gamble.
	SG

	18/19/295
	Dauntsey’s School Governor appointment – information
· Letter received from Dauntsey’s School dated 16th January advised of the Board of Governors’ revised/new “skills matrix” for Board appointments and the skills “gap” on the Board which, according to the letter, any nominee that the council might seek to put forward, as a result of its right to nominate a governor, would need to meet.  
· Councillors requested the Clerk to write to advise that they had already submitted two names of councillors who would represent a constructive interface between the school and the community and if they continued to remain unsuitable to the Board, then the council   could not pursue the matter further.
	

	18/19/296
	General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) – update
·   Nothing to report.
	

	18/19/297
	Naming of  WWI Commemoration Copse – nominations and decision

· Land  near Gore Cross – Councillor Richard Gamble had received an email from the MOD but advised there has not been any further
      progress to report regarding agreement on the site identified for commemorative tree planting.

· Naming of the Copse – councillors voted on the suggestions

that had been received from both the community and councillors.  The name chosen was “Remembrance Wood”.  Mrs Gamble will report this information in News and Views.
· Benches – there are several to choose from for situating at the Wood and Mr Blundell has circulated photos from which a choice can be made in due course.
	SG

	18/19/298
	Playgrounds - update
·       Rotting pencils in Roberts Playground – these are being removed
   and replaced.

· Repairs to swings – these have been completed.

· Alternative play equipment – councillors reviewed several options and will consider further at their Corporate Planning meeting.
	

	18/19/299
	Disbursements

Cheque Number                    Payee                                                            £                                 
              £                                         

SO                                          Chris Hardwick (website)                              28.00
1627                                        Kaye Elston (Clerk salary)                          256.37                                                        
1628                                        Wessex Tree Care                                      480.00                                                   
1629                                        D. Coxhead                                               3000.00                                                       
1630                                        Julia Ford (Footpaths)                                     5.28                                                                         
	

	18/19/300
	Items for website/News and Views
· Naming of Copse
· Issues with Footpath reporting
· NHP – information re referendum delay
	

	18/19/301
	Correspondence and circulars received

·    Wiltshire Council Briefing Note 
	

	18/19/302
	Area Board

· Rota for attendance agreed.
· Next Area Board on 18th March and Mr May will attend.
	MM

	18/19/303
	Date of next meeting

·    Thursday 7th March 2019 at 1900     
·     Date for Annual Parish Meeting in week commencing 13.05.19
	

	18/19/304
	Items of Maintenance

   
	


Meeting closed at
Signed……………………………………………………………………………..7th March  2019
