WEST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
   MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 3rd  JANUARY 2019, 7PM

IN THE WEST LAVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
MINUTES
	Present:
	Councillors: Mrs S Gamble (Chair), Mrs H Freeman, Mrs J Ford, Mr P Blundell, Mr M Challinor, Mr R Oglesby, Mrs B Herniman and Mr M May. 
	

	Also present 
	Mrs K Elston (Clerk) and Mr R Gamble (Wiltshire County Councillor)
	

	18/19/242
	Apologies for absence
· Mr S Coxhead, Mr A Morton and Mr R Scott.
	

	18/19/243
	Declaration of interests
· There were none.
	

	18/19/244
	The Minutes of the last meeting of the council on 06/12/18 and Matters arising  
· The minutes were agreed as a true record and the Chair signed them.
· Matters arising:

         Minute 18/19/210 Visit to Dauntsey’s Academy – Mrs Gamble advised
         that a number of councillors visited the school on 20thNovember.There are other councillors who would also like to visit and it was agreed for the Clerk to approach the school to request another date.

· 18/19/211 Community Led email – following the December meeting and the Clerk ‘s response advising that the parish council was currently in the process of completing a Neighbourhood Plan (which will provide in the region of 18 affordable houses for young people/families) and was therefore unable to commit to another housing project at this time, Mrs Gamble received a message from the owner of the ‘community led’ development plot, expressing disappointment that his scheme for two affordable homes had not been favourably considered. Mrs Gamble reported that she had communicated further with the correspondent to explain the council’s commitment, through the very long Neighbourhood Plan process, which would produce affordable housing and that the council had by no means kicked his request “into the long grass”.
·  18/19/218 Dauntsey’s School new athletics track – Clerk confirmed

     that a retrospective variation by the school to the planning application will be published in the next few days. She has been liaising with Wiltshire Council Planning Department who will inform her, as soon as publication occurs, in order for councillors to be informed. If the closing date for comment is not in line with the next council meeting date, she will request an extension.
· Naming of the WWI Commemorative Copse - Mr Blundell advised that he had not as yet collated all the potential names suggested and therefore this needs to be an agenda item for February.
	KE

KE

KE

	18/19/245
	Chairman’s announcements

· Fly tipping at Strawberry Hill – following an incident of rubbish (including large sofa and litter) left on Strawberry Hill, Mrs Ford had contacted the land owner who was prepared to remove it if necessary. However, as a result of a myWiltshireApp report to Wiltshire Council, it was removed within 24 hours. Very many thanks were expressed to the land owner and to WC.
·  Robbers Stone – Mr Oglesby circulated a postcard of the Robbers

    Stone, now on MoD land at Chitterne, which he had located in old family paperwork.  Councillors were extremely interested in this depiction, particularly in view of its historical significance and of Mr Blundell’s project to get the other Robbers Stone -on the edge of A360 south of West Lavington - moved to a site where it can be safely viewed. 
·  Commemorative Copse at Gore Cross on MoD land – Col. Tim  Jalland has advised that this is still a work in progress and not all the

    signed documents have yet been completed.
	

	18/19/246
	Public Participation

·  There was none.
	

	18/19/247
	Wiltshire Councillor’s Report

·     Devolution of Wiltshire Council Assets - following the last meeting, 
    Councillor Richard Gamble advised councillors which assets

    in West Lavington might be considered for devolution to the parish

    council.  The details of these areas are not yet in the public domain.  
·    The process of how to investigate this further will be followed up by the Clerk. The council would need to seek legal advice if it wished to consider taking on any of the identified areas.

·     Whistler’s Window – it was agreed that reference to this artistic gem in All Saints Church needs to be added to the website under the proposed historical section.  Mrs Herniman had already spoken to the website designer who agreed to add in space for no additional charge.

·     Road closure at Church Street (part), West Lavington from its 
    junction with Church Lane to its junction with Rickbarton – a late notification to the Clerk indicated it would be closed for three

    nights commencing on 18th December.  Councillor Richard Gamble

    had raised objections with Wiltshire Council in view of the fact that Openreach did not give sufficient notice. There is also due to be a closure on 16th January in Potterne and as yet there had not been any notification.

·     Area Board – the next meeting is on 14th January in at the Devizes library hub. A significant item will be the police proposal to increase 

    its precept request by 13%.  
·     Health and Wellbeing Board – the British Spring Clean for 2019 will, for the first time, take place over a whole month rather than one week-end.  More details to follow.

·     Fly tipping – the local issue discussed at 18/19/245. This is a large problem for Wiltshire Council across the county and very costly for teams to go out and retrieve items. Wiltshire Council is prosecuting offenders when they can be identified and the public is encouraged to report fly tipping through the myWiltshireApp.

·     Waste disposal and recycling – this has been extended and on the 

    whole is working well across the county.
	KE
BH


	18/19/248
	Planning Applications
APPLICATIONS

· 18/11991/TCA Wyneshore House, 2 White Street, West Lavington, 

   Devizes SN10 4LW – T1 Fell Sycamore. There were no objections to
   this application.

· 18/11991/TCA 74 High Street, Littleton Panell, Devizes SN10 4EU –

   Cherry tree – crown reduce 30%, Oak tree – crown raise to 5m – 6m, 
   Beech tree (over shed) – crown raise to 7m, 3 Beech trees and 1  
   Chesnutt tree – raise crown to 7m, Hedging – reduce to 2.5m  

   (including Alder tree), Prunus tree – reduce spread by 2m, 4 Holly 
   trees – crown raise to 4m – 5m. There were no objections to

   this application.

DECISIONS
· There were none.
	

	18/19/249
	Budget Monitoring
·    Budget monitoring documents were circulated to councillors prior to
     the meeting.

·    Discussion about how to present the budget in a different format to allow, for example, for inclusion of additional matters that arise, is ongoing. Mr May, Mr Morton and the Clerk will review the format and present at the March meeting.
	MM/TM/KE


	18/19/250
	Precept Setting 
·    The first draft was presented at the December meeting and the 

     options were recirculated for this meeting by the Clerk.
     OPTION 1 – keep the precept amount the same which would be
     a decrease in payment for B and D council tax payers of £1.28. 

     Precept received by the parish council would be £30 668.

     OPTION 2 increase by 2% the amount payed by B and D tax payers

     which would be an increase of £1.31.  Precept received by parish

     council would be £31 905.

     OPTION 3 increase by 5% the amount payed by Band D tax payers

     which would be an increase of £3.27.  Precept received by parish

     Council would be £32 841.

     OPTION 4 – increase the precept amount by 2% to £31 281 which

     would result in no increase to the local tax payers as the B and D

     number of households has changed since 2018/19.

     Option 4 was the proposed Option by councillors as it provides

     a small increase to the parish council precept in the sum of 

     £619 from the previous year.  More importantly councillors felt it
     would provide the tax payers with a reprieve in current 

     circumstances.  The precept request will be £31 281.
     Proposed: Mr M May

     Seconded: Mr M Challinor

     All councillors present in agreement

     Precept request to be sent to Wiltshire Council by 25th January 2019.
·    Breakdown of budget lines for the precept will be confirmed at the 

           next two meetings, once the council’s Corporate Planning meeting has taken place.  Clerk to confirm dates and book the Giles Room in February.

·   Allocation of budget lines once the Corporate Planning meeting has

    taken place will be undertaken by Mr May and Mr Morton.
	KE

KE

AM/MM

	18/19/251
	Footpaths Report
·    Parish Steward – Mrs Ford advised that the allocation has just been

     confirmed by Wiltshire Council of two days per month for West 
     Lavington.

·    Railings at Rickbarton – Clerk had received an update from Mr 
Scott re advice he is seeking from engineering companies regarding railing costs. He will continue following Christmas break.  To be placed on next agenda. 
·    Annual Footpath Survey – Mrs Ford advised that she will be emailing

     out the information and asking for volunteers within the next week.
	KE

JF

	18/19/252
	Dauntsey’s School new athletics track 
·       See Minute 18/19/244 above.
	

	18/19/253
	Neighbourhood Plan - update
· Mrs Gamble reported on events since the last meeting including
communication with Wiltshire Council concerning site access. A response is expected by 31/01/19.

· A draft Strategic Site Layout provided by developer Gaiger Bros had been circulated to councillors but is not yet in the public domain. Initial comments on the layout were discussed (including school parking and accessible houses for disabled residents) and it was agreed that comments already made should be raised with the developer and that any further comments to be raised made available to the Clerk and Mrs Gamble by 7th January.
	All Councillors

	18/19/254
	Risk Committee meeting – update
·      Nothing to report currently.
	

	18/19/255
	Parish Council noticeboards – replacement
·      Clerk confirmed that they have been ordered and delivery date is
     scheduled for 11th January.

·      Councillors were in agreement for the Clerk to contact the handyman

     who had completed work on the CCTV cupboard for a quote to hang

     the new noticeboards.
	KE


	18/19/256
	Village Hall – provision of football facilities
· Mr May, in his role as chairman of the Village Hall, had requested the Clerk to circulate information emanating from the Village Hall redevelopment working group relating to future potential redevelopment plans for the hall, particularly with regard to facilities, such as showers and changing rooms, for footballers. If to be provided, they would fall to the Village Hall, a separate charity, to deliver. Pitches used by footballers on the playing fields are within the control of the parish council.

· Mr May advised that, to cater for the level of facilities required for adult football teams by Football Association rules, a substantial financial investment would be necessary. Junior footballers are not obliged by the Football Association to have the same level of facilities.
· For adult players, two sets of changing rooms, showers, and a referee’s room would be needed and would substantially limit the possible development of improvements to the hall itself in terms of space. Additionally, providing those facilities would represent a major escalation of costs vis-à-vis improving the building without them (potentially in the order of 40% to 50% more, whether or not they are contained within the main curtilage of the hall).

· The question Mr May wished the Council to consider, as providers of the pitches, was whether councillors would support the major financial input required or not, bearing in mind there would be zero return. 
· Following debate, Councillors endorsed the Village Hall redevelopment working group’s assessment - that providing the facilities required by adult football teams was not financially viable and did not fit with the redevelopment of the hall to become self-sufficient.  Councillors did consider, however, that provision of a separate toilet facility that could be used by junior players and could also find use in relation to other hirings of the hall was appropriate. Should a request for funding be made for separate changing facilities then this needed to be led by the football clubs and finance sought from the Football Association.  
· Mr May would take these views to the Village Hall Committee at its next meeting.  He also advised that the Village Hall’s new website should be up and running in February.    
	MM

	18/19/257
	Website
· Data usage update to be placed on the agenda for March when there has been sufficient data collected to be analysed. 
· Mrs Gamble requested that a web advertising policy be considered by the Website Working Group 
	BH/KE
BH

	18/19/258
	Dauntsey’s School Governor appointment – information
· The school’s Constitution gives the parish council the right to nominate one governor to the Dauntsey’s Board of Governors.

· Following the resignation of Mrs Gamble from the Board in May 2018, the Clerk of Governors enquired whether the council wished to nominate another individual to serve on the Board. 

· In December the council was informed that two potential councillor nominees invited to meet with senior Board and school members in June (and possessing skills referenced by the school at that time) did not possess skills now sought by the Board following an intervening skills matrix review.  The council was invited to consider further its nomination. 

· Councillors were in agreement to do so since the council has a history of nominating a governor and has always wished to maintain a constructive and supportive relationship with the school to the benefit of both the school and the community.  They requested the Clerk to write to the Clerk of Governors to make enquiries regarding what skills might now be required in order to consider the matter further at their February meeting.
	KE

	18/19/259
	Grants Policy
·       Sample policies havd been circulated to councillors and there was 
      agreement that a revised policy should be put in place as the

      parish council provides a number of grants to the community.  Clerk 

      will draft a policy and circulate to councillors for approval at the next

      meeting.
	KE



	18/19/260
	Closed Burial Ground Maintenance – update
· The letter to Wiltshire Council requesting WC to take over maintenance of the Closed Burial Ground had been drafted and approved by Mr Oglesby.  Now that the minutes from the December meeting have been approved, the Clerk will send the letter together with relevant papers to the legal department of Wiltshire Council.
	KE

	18/19/261
	CCTV Camera system – maintenance contract
· Invoice for maintenance contract – this has arrived and the cost is as agreed with SMART in the sum of £194.40 (£162 net) for two visits during the year.  Councillors are in agreement to pay the invoice but requested that fixed dates be agreed for the visits.  Clerk to arrange.

· Email from Richard Scott has advised that there is some further 

information required from SMART prior to he and Mr Challinor 
      being able to fully access the system if required.  Therefore he will be meeting with SMART early in the new year.  There is also some work required to the cupboard that holds the server and the Clerk will approach the handyman who completed the previous work.
	KE
KE

	18/19/262
	Devolution of Wiltshire Council Assets – decision
· See Minute 18/19/247 above.
	

	18/19/263
	General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) – update
· Nothing to report.
	

	18/19/264
	Playgrounds - update
·    Commemorative Copse – Mr Blundell advised that Mr Morton’s
son had agreed to help on the project and design of the area.  It was anticipated that a bench for the site would be in the region of £300, which, with anchors to fix it in place, would amount to an overall cost of up to £500.  Councillor asked if a quote could also be obtained for an oak bench.  Mr Blundell agreed to source.
·     Replacement stepping stump – Mr Blundell to remind the person

    carrying out the task voluntarily that it would be good to complete.
	PB
PB

	18/19/265
	Buckingham Palace Garden Party invitation
· Clerk had received a communication from WALC enquiring whether the parish council would like to nominate a member of the council.
· Councillors agreed to ask Liz Evans, a previous chair of the parish

    council, if she would like to be considered for the event.
	KE

	18/19/266
	General Data Protection - update
· Nothing to report.
	

	18/19/267
	Disbursements

Cheque Number                    Payee                                                            £                                 
              £                                         

SO                                          Chris Hardwick (website)                              28.00
1623                                        Smart Integrated                                         194.40                                       
1624                                        Wicksteed                                                   218.47
1625                                        HMRC                                                         512.40                                               
1626                                        Kaye Elston (Clerk salary)                          256.37                                                                         
	

	18/19/268
	Items for website/News and Views
· Railings at Rickbarton
· Precept setting
	

	18/19/269
	Correspondence and circulars received

·    Wiltshire Council Briefing Note 
	

	18/19/270
	Area Board

· 14th January 2019 – Mrs Ford to attend.
	

	18/19/271
	Date of next meeting

·    Thursday 7th February 2019 at 1900     
	

	18/19/272
	Items of Maintenance

   
	


Meeting closed at 9:30
Signed……………………………………………………………………………..7th February 2019
