WEST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
   MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 7th MARCH 2019, 7PM

IN THE WEST LAVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
MINUTES
	Present:
	Councillors: Mrs S Gamble (Chair), Mr Michael May, Mrs H Freeman, Mrs J Ford, Mr P Blundell, Mr R Scott, Mr R Oglesby, Mrs B Herniman, Mr A Morton, Mr Mike Challinor and Mr S Coxhead. 
	

	Also present 
	Mrs K Elston (Clerk), Mr S Herniman (until 1930), Mr D Muns, Ms J Colquhoun, Mr and Mrs J Pye, Mr S Rackham, Mr M Lascelles , Mr N Barnes, Mr J Cox and Mr R Gamble (Wiltshire County Councillor)
	

	18/19/305
	Apologies for absence
· There were none.
	

	18/19/306
	Declaration of interests
· There were none.
	

	18/19/307
	The Minutes of the last meeting of the council on 07/02/19 and Matters arising  
· The Minutes were agreed as a true record and the Chair signed them.
·  Matters arising – these are covered on the agenda.
	

	18/19/308
	Chairman’s announcements

· Chairman, Sandra Gamble, announced formally that she will be stepping down at the May meeting after four years as chair and seven years as a councillor.  She requested that councillors consider a new Chairman and that any volunteers for the role of Chairman and that of the Vice-chairman be notified to the Clerk by Thursday 2 May so that, should more than one candidate for either role emerge, a vote can be arranged at the May meeting. Votes are by show of hands.

· DAPS – four councillors have already been to visit the school at the 

    kind invitation of the Head and Mrs Gamble and Mr Morton will be 

    visiting on 12th March.

· An email had recently been received by the Clerk from Mr Rob Thompson, a military historian. He had noticed the council’s “obvious interest in the history of the village articulated on [our] website”. He informed the Clerk that, while undertaking research he had come across a reference to West Lavington and had obtained some historical information concerning WWI. It was agreed that Mrs Herniman would make contact with Mr Thompson with a view to discussing this information.

·  Parking at DAPS – the Clerk had received an email from a resident 
    expressing concerns about parking in Newby Close at school 

    drop-off and collection times.  The Clerk had explained that parking is not the responsibility of the parish council but that it liaises closely to inform the school of residents’ anxieties.  The resident had also informed the school directly of the complaint.
	BH



	18/19/309
	Public Participation

·  Neighbourhood Plan – with the final stages of the NHP approaching, Mrs Gamble had invited a representataive from Gaigers to address the council. He confirmed to councillors that, despite the delays which he acknowledged had been beyond the parish council’s control, Gaigers are still committed to developing the site on Lavington Lane, adjacent to DAPS. The site to be developed will be the one which was preferred for development by 68% of community votes during an earlier consultation. 
Although Gaigers’ aim is commercial, Gaigers’ representative assured councillors that they are also concerned about the village. Their proposal for the site includes 20/30 parking spaces next to the school for parents to use when dropping off and picking up their children. This is intended to relieve the crush on the village hall car park, Sandfield, Newby Close and surrounding streets. Access to the site is planned to be off Lavington Lane even though Wiltshire Council refuses to rule out Sandfield. He advised that if any final planning permission permitted a Sandfield access, Gaigers would pull out of the development as he believes the extra traffic would be unacceptable and dangerous in such a built up and frequented area . What would happen then would need to be determined but sale of the site to another developer might be a possibility.
Gaigers’ plans and proposals were almost ready for community viewing.  Numerous surveys had been completed.  The next stage is for the NHP Examiner’s Report to be published and for WC to provide its decision statement which should allow for the Neighbourhood Plan to proceed to public referendum, now thought likely to be in June.  
   Mrs Gamble advised that it is intended that the Annual Parish Meeting   in May will be an opportunity for Gaigers company to present their plans to the community and to respond to questions. The date will be confirmed.

· 18/11759/VAR Dauntsey’s School, High Street, West Lavington, 
   Devizes SN10 4HW – variation of condition 2 of planning permission

   K/42974 to allow for different surface material for outdoor sports track,

   with proposed landscaping to reduce visual impact.
In view of the number of members of the public present who wished to speak on this application, Mrs Gamble reminded the meeting that each individual participation should be kept to three minutes and that this part of the meeting was being recorded.

A representative from Dauntsey’s School spoke and advised he

would welcome comments from the parish in relation to the 

application.

Two members of the public spoke in relation to the application to advise that they thought the construction already in place was not in keeping with the landscape

Another member of the public spoke and was supportive of the 

athletic track.

               Mrs Gamble read out two emails that had been received from the 

   community, one that was supportive of the  track facility and one that

   considered that it was not in keeping with the landscape.  Members of
   the community had been encouraged to record their views on 
   Wiltshire Council ‘s planning applications website.  
   Councillor Richard Gamble advised that there have been technical issues with the Wiltshire Council’s website but that they had now been resolved.  He advised that if any issues continued then, on this occasion, he would provide a conduit for those comments.
   Following the public participation on the application, Councillors discussed the application and their response. Their conclusion being:
.

Disclaimer: views expressed by members of the public are not neccessarily those of the parish council and in no way should be considered as such. The parish council allows the public to speak on the understanding that they, not the parish council, are responsible for the content.
	

	18/19/310
	Planning 
APPLICATIONS   
· 18/11759/VAR Dauntsey’s School, High Street, West Lavington, 
   Devizes SN10 4HW – variation of condition 2 of planning permission

   K/42974 to allow for different surface material for outdoor sports track,

   with proposed landscaping to reduce visual impact.

In order to short-circuit what is manifestly a long-term solution proposed by the School, and which may never prove wholly achievable, West Lavington Parish Council considers that 

· in the interests of today’s community and its walkers’ and ramblers’ enjoyment of the spectacular vistas afforded by the natural environment, and 
· equally importantly, in seeking to avoid a delay in use by students of the School and others of the track 

the School should: 

· Commit immediately to making the track green in colour in a similar fashion as was required by the National Trust  in relation to Stowe School’s athletic track, described now as environment friendly 

· Remove the fencing altogether (as at Stowe) or camouflage it by repainting in a colour that ensures merger with the landscape – possibly brown

· Commence planting  in accordance with its supplemental proposed planting scheme, and to include planting at the southern end of the site (where no planting is proposed), the track being visible from the Ridgeway above Market Lavington (not only from Strawberry Hill) and needing eventual screening

· Remove or disguise with a suitably coloured cladding or paintwork finish (camouflage) in place of the shiny metal, the metal structure within the circle of the track, already built without apparent planning permission, contrary to the explicit requirements of both K/042974 and K/58271/F – and not covered by the latest Application 18/11759/VAR .  

Councillors were in agreement to submit the above response. They are not against the athletics track per se, particulary one that could be used not only by young people attending the school but, as the school has indicated publically, by others in the community. However, the parish council’s role, as in all planning matters, is to take into account and consider all reasonable views held and it considers that its response to the application reflects this
· 19/01113/FUL Land adj 6 Eastfield, West Lavington, Devizes
   SN10 4HW – erection of detached dwelling.  The council wishes to 

   comment that the footpath through to the High Street in the 
   development across the road from this development should remain.

· 19/01743/FUL Honeysuckle Cottage, West Lavington, Devizes
  SN10 4HU – single storey extension to form family room, utility

   entrance lobby and granny annex, including all other associated 

   works.  The parish council has no objections to this application.

· 19/01708/FUL Parsonage Mead, The Spring, Market Lavington,
   Devizes  SN10 4EB – conversion of existing Barn/Stable Block

   (Curtilage Listed – Grade II) to domestic annexe.  The parish council

   has no objection to this application on the boarder of the parish with

   Market Lavington.

· 18/11759/VAR Dauntsey’s School, High Street, West Lavington, 

   Devizes SN10 4HW – variation of condition 2 of planning permission

   K/42974 to allow for different surface material for outdoor sports track,

with proposed landscaping to reduce visual impact. The parish council strongly objects to this application - see public participation 18/19/309 above for comments.

·  19/02062/FUL Dauntsey’s School, Jeanne House, High Street,
   Devizes SN10 4HE – replacement of existing conservatory roof to be

    replaced with an insulated lightweight alternative.  This application

    had been published after the agenda was published but councillors 

    were prepared to comment without requesting an extension from Wiltshire Council. The parish souncil has no objections.

Clerk to submit the above application comments to Wiltshire Council planning.
DECISIONS

· 18/06363/LBC The Old Post Office, 20 Church Street, West
   Lavington, Devizes SN10 4LD – replacement of ground floor 

   Windows to gable end, roadside and kitchen.

· 18/11948/FUL 5 Orchard Place, West Lavington, Devizes SN10
   4JD – single storey rear side extension.  Approved with conditions.
	

	18/19/311
	Wiltshire Councillor’s Report

· Wiltshire Council has agreed its budget with a 2.99% increase to 
  council tax payers.  There are still further savings that Wiltshire 

  Council will need to make.

· Boundary Divisional changes – the Boundary Commission has

  amended its proposals, which will be considered by Wiltshire Council

  on 25th March.  West Lavington will be part of The Lavingtons Division

  with Great and Little Cheverell, Market Lavington and Easterton.

· Area Board meeting on 18th March – one of the topics on the agenda

  will be parking in the Market Place in Devizes.  The Market Place will

  become the responsibility of the Devizes Town Council, but parking is

  still within the remit of Wiltshire Council.  The aim is to enhance the 

  offer to visitors of Devizes.

· Parking on the A360 outside the new development at the Old 

  Stagepost public house location – Mr A Jack (Community Engagement
  Officer) has received a complaint.  Any proposals for action would

  need to be considered by CATG.  Councillors were unaware of the 

  issue themselves and were surprised as the front facing houses do not

  have any residents in them yet.  Councillors are not concerned about

  this currently but agreed to monitor the situation.  Clerk to report back

  to Mr Jack.
	All

Councillors

KE

	18/19/312
	Budget Monitoring
·  Budget monitoring documents were circulated to councillors prior to
   the meeting.
· Commercial Waste contract – paperwork was signed by councillors as it now requires a direct debit and credit agreement.
· Budget allocations 2019/20 – information had been sent to councillors prior to the meeting.  There is currently no provision for replacement of the railings at Rickbarton or the steps leading onto the Recreation Ground from Hedges House.  However, there remain CIL funds received during this financial year and reserves in the bank.
	

	18/19/313
	Footpaths Report
·  Footpath Report was circulated to councillors prior to the meeting.
·  Bulls on footpaths – there had been a report of cows in a field with little fencing  adjacent to a footpath, one of the animals appearing to be a bull. Mrs Ford had followed this up.  It is apparently permitted to  have  a bull in a field adjacent to a footpath if it is accompanied by 
cows. Nevertheless, Councillors suggested that signage is put on the path to warn walkers.

·  Lambing season – councillors agreed that it would be beneficial to 

  remind the community that it is the lambing season and to keep dogs    on leads.  Mrs Gamble to put in News and Views.
	SG

	18/19/314
	Review Clerk Salary

· Mid-year appraisal review – at the review it was proposed by  members of the  Personnel Committee to increase the weekly contract of 9 hours to 10 hours per week.  There is now additional work for the post and also a change of Chair in the next year it likely to result in an increase in the clerk’s workload.  Councillors were in agreement and that this could be reviewed midway through the new year.

·    Salary scale – the NALC pay scales have recommended an increase 

   in each pay point on the current scales.  The clerk is currently paid 

   £10.953 per hour and this would increase from 1st April to £11.22.

   Councillors in agreement to accept the NALC recommendations.

   Clerk to advise both of the above changes to Charlton Baker who

   administer the payroll.
	KE

	18/19/315
	Hedges House Steps to Recreational Ground
· Following reporting at the Corporate Planning meeting of slippery steps, hazard tape was put in place.

· Mr Blundell has sourced contractors for renovating the steps and potentially building a ramp –  to be discussed at the next meeting.
	

	18/19/316
	Corporate Planning meeting 21/02/19
·    Meeting took place on 21st February and the amended plan had been

   circulated to councillors prior to the meeting.
·    Councillors agreed with the amendments and clerk will send out 

   confirmed version.

· Mr May to enquire of Area Board whether local cycle route proposals are still being actively pursued.
	KE

MM

	18/19/317
	Great British Spring Clean

·    This national incentive will take place between 23rd March to the 23rd
   April.  Councillors agreed to hold West Lavington’s fourth such event on Saturday 6th April.
Wiltshire Council are not promoting the event this year. Nevertheless Mr Coxhead has made contact for some equipment to be provided.   Wiltshire Council should also dispose of rubbish bags collected at the event.

· Notices to be drafted and posted on noticeboard and website.
	SC

SC/KE

	18/19/318
	Railings at Rickbarton – update

·    Mr Scott advised that he is currently seeking a contractor to 

   provide a quote for the work. 
·    Councillors would also like to explore CATG and Area Board funding

   once the final costs have been confirmed.
	RS

	18/19/319
	Neighbourhood Plan – update
· Mrs Gamble advised that there was nothing further to report since the previous meeting. WC’s decision on The Examiner’s Report is expected by the end of March which, if confirmed to progress, will then enable the date of the Referendum to be set.     
· Information regarding the ransom strip held by WC at the bottom of Sandfield as it enters the potential development site had been circulated.
	

	18/19/320
	Annual Parish Meeting
·    Councillors agreed the date of Monday 20th May.
·    Date to be put on website and Agenda to be drafted.
	KE

	18/19/321
	WW1 Tree Planting – costs for MOD land

· Currently the land is being removed legally from the existing tenancy to allow the parish access.  Heads of Terms and a Lease will be drafted.   A MOD solicitor will draw up the Lease documents, with costs for the parish council.
·    Trees to be planted – advice has been obtained on the type of trees.
· Stone memorial – Mr Blundell enquired whether councillors wished to consider a memorial for the site. It was felt that, as there is a memorial at All Saints in the village, there was no need.

· Discussions regarding locating a bench on the site were postponed until the land has been secured.
	

	18/19/322
	Purchase of Speed Indicator Devices

· Mr Coxhead advised that the cost of each device is approximately £2000 - £3000 and ideally one would be required at each end of the
village.

· Need to consider the ongoing costs and Mr Coxhead advised he would research this further.
	SC

	18/19/323
	Parish Council noticeboards – replacement
· Clerk confirmed that she had ordered two of the smaller version of the notice boards. Therefore, a third larger one would be ordered to be put in place alongside the two smaller ones already delivered. Clerk to progress.
	KE

	18/19/324
	Village Hall Coffee Morning
· Proposed coffee mornings for elderly parish residents – councillors had at their last meeting agreed in principle to making a grant in the sum of £250 but had requested a breakdown of costs.
· Councillors were now in agreement that the first session should be a pilot and, if successful, the village hall could return to the parish council for grant funding.
· Example of a flyer was distributed to councillors at the meeting.

· Update – Mr May reported that bookings for the village hall for the first

two months of this year had doubled.  The lift had been repaired so 

that the stage could be used and a set of mobile steps had also been

purchased for access to the front of the stage.
	

	18/19/325
	Grants Policy 
· Policy had been recirculated with amendments from councillors suggested.  
· Councillors agreed to accept and the policy would now be placed on the parish website.     .
	KE

	18/19/326
	Volunteer Policy

· Volunteer Policy – to be recirculated and placed on next agenda.
	KE

	18/19/327
	Website History – confirmation of set up costs and Whistler Church Window
· History section on website – this has been set up at a cost of £30 by 
the parish council website designer.  Councillors confirmed their agreement to pay this amount.
· Mrs Gamble thanked Mrs Herniman for the historical information she had obtained regarding All Saints’ Whistler Window and which she had posted on the updated historical section of the website. Mrs Gamble also thanked Mr Blundell for the photographs he had taken and provided of the same.
	

	18/19/328
	Closed Burial Ground – update

· Mr Bob Giles, PCC warden, had contacted the parish council to
advise that Wiltshire Council had requested a meeting regarding its potential assumption of responsibility for maintenance of the Closed Burial Ground.  The meeting had taken place and the tasks that needed to be completed were discussed.  Wiltshire Council will cut the grass every six week and councillors agreed to monitor the situation.

· In order that the Clerk can advise David Coxhead when his grass-cutting services will no longer be required, councillors requested that the Clerk enquire of Wiltshire Council the date on which they intend to take over maintenance. Clerk to seek confirmation from Wiltshire Council.
	KE

	18/19/329
	Devolution of Wiltshire Council Assets
·     No further updates to report.
	

	18/19/330
	General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) – update
· Nothing to report
	

	18/19/331
	Playgrounds – update
· Playground future equipment – Mr Blundell will be seeking the views of the children at DAPs/Pre-school in the near future.
	

	18/19/332
	Disbursements

Cheque Number                    Payee                                                            £                                 
              £                                         

SO                                          Chris Hardwick (website)                              28.00
1631                                        P Blundell (tape)                                             6.98                                                        
1632                                        J Ford (footpath expenses)                             6.99                                                   
1633                                        Display Wizard (noticeboard)                      279.59                                                                                                    
1634                                        Kaye Elston (clerk salary)                           255.97
1635                                        J Ford (footpath expenses)                           15.84

1636                                        Wessex Tree Care (Rec Ground)             1800.00

1637                                        Wessex Tree Care (fence repair)               245.64 
                                                                       
	    

	18/19/333
	Items for website/News and Views
· Lambing season and dogs on leads
· Great British Clean up on 6th April

· Annual Parish Meeting
	

	18/19/334
	Correspondence and circulars received

·    Wiltshire Council Briefing Note 
	

	18/19/335

	Area Board.
· Next Area Board on 18th March and Mr May will attend.
	MM

	18/19/336
	Date of next meeting

·    Thursday 4th April 2019 at 1900     
	

	18/19/33337
	Items of Maintenance

·  Nominations for Chair to Clerk.
   
	


Meeting closed at 1030
Signed……………………………………………………………………………..4th April 2019
