WEST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL MEETING 3 MAY 2012, 7.30PM
IN THE GILES ROOM, WEST LAVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
MINUTES
                                                                                             
Present: 
Councillors: Mrs E Evans (Chairman); Mrs J Ford; Mrs S Gamble; Miss B Green; 

Mr T Jones; Mrs J Lee; Mr M May; Mr M Page; Mr R. Gamble [WC]. 
Apologies:  Councillors: Mrs J Collins; Mrs M Diccox; Mr M Wadman.
Also present: Mr P Baxter (Clerk); Mr Hiscock; Mr Wood; [PCSO Marno; PCSO Leat for part]

12/13/020
Election of Chairman
It was proposed by Mr Page, seconded by Mrs Ford, and all agreed that Mrs Evans

be Chairman for the ensuing year. The Declaration form was signed.
12/13/021
Election of Vice Chairman

It was proposed by Mr Jones, seconded by Mr May, and all agreed that Mr Page be Vice Chairman for the ensuing year. The Declaration form was signed.
12/13/022
Declarations of interest


There were none.

12/13/023
Minutes of the last meeting of the Council

The Minutes as previously circulated were agreed, and they were set aside for signature by that meeting’s Chairman at the next meeting. The Minutes of the March meeting, being previously agreed, were signed by the Chairman.
12/13/024
Chairman’s Announcements

The Chairman reported that the Clerk had received first sight of the draft Internal Auditor’s report, which was complimentary with minor matters for attention. The full report will be brought to the next meeting and the Clerk was thanked for his work.
The Chairman also reported that several positive comments had been received on the conduct of the ongoing roadworks, which bode well for the overall finished outcome.

The Chairman reminded the Council that it had previously agreed to invite Community First to make a presentation to the Council on community transport schemes, and the options available to the Council should it wish to pursue the initiative as set out in the Corporate Plan. The Council agreed that the invitation should be extended for the June meeting, and the Clerk was asked to make the arrangements 

12/13/025  Public participation


Mr Hiscock reported that FP12 was in a poor state after it had been used as an access route for works to an adjacent property. He went on to express concern for speeding traffic through Littleton Panell and requested consideration be given to a permanent interactive sign, similar to that sited in West Lavington. Mr Hiscock also commented that fixed notices warning motorists of the possible presence of a Community Speedwatch team were not yet affixed, having been promised by the Police co-ordinator, and also queried the positioning of uniformed police traffic patrols. After some discussion, the Chairman undertook that the Council would make a response to Mr Hiscock in due course.


Mr Wood reported that inclement weather had precluded the Community Speedwatch team from undertaking the planned 7 sessions, however 2 were undertaken, with another recruit coming forward. Mr Wood was thanked for his work.

12/13/026 Wiltshire Police report

PCSO Marno reported a recent spate of thefts from sheds and of heating oil and encouraged householders to secure these items. The Police were also aware that a number of vehicles had been stolen and set alight on Salisbury Plain, and again urged vigilance and security. PCSO Leat gave some crime prevention advice regarding security and the marking of property. Upon questioning, a shed break-in was noted as having occurred the previous evening and the vacancy for Beat Manager was in the process of being advertised and filled, although the duties were currently being shared with the Devizes North officer. The Police have requested notification of Jubilee events in order that any policing priorities can be identified.
12/13/027 Wiltshire Councillor’s report


Mr Gamble advised that the Traffic Regulation Order for the A360 speed limit to be reduced to 50mph from Potterne had now been made, although the implementation date remained unclear.

Mr Gamble reported that some funds had been received by the Integrated Transport Group which would enable some road signage to be installed warning of the presence of the primary school. The consultation on high-vehicle signage was to close the next day. Mr Gamble also referred to the roadworks on the A360, commenting that passing trade in the shop was reduced due to the disruption. 


The Area Board is to meet next on 28 May, Mr Gamble thanking the Chairman for visiting the Area Board marquee during the recent visit to Salisbury by HM The Queen.

12/13/028
Footpaths Working Group report


Mrs Ford thanked those that had attended the working parties on Strawberry Hill, and noted that this contribution had been recognised in the Wiltshire Council newsletter;

Further planned work in this location is subject to agreement with the landowner.


FP3 - Kissing Gates are in hand with the Rights of Way officer, and this Council’s offer of financial support has been welcomed. Liaison with Cheverell Magna Parish Council continues on this joint project;

FP15 – the Rights of Way officer has agreed that a pole can be installed to restrict the use of the gateway to pedestrians only; a discussion ensued on whether a bridleway could be created or diverted to remove horses from this footpath, however it was thought that this would be too problematic for the landowner;

FP19 and 16 - arrangements are being made to repair and level the surfacing;


FP28 – a volunteer work party is being arranged to back-fill the steps;

FP41 – the Rights of Way Officer is to inspect the ‘white steps’ condition.


Mrs Ford noted the public comments on FP12, and taken with other survey information advised that a further meeting would be arranged for the Working Group to re-prioritise and assign actions.
12/13/029 Neighbourhood Planning Working Group report


Mrs Gamble reported that the information leaflet had been printed and inserted into the monthly magazine, which had that day resulted in a new resident recruit to the Working Group. Arrangements were in hand for the Group to prepare an information stall at the Jubilee event and church fete. Mrs Gamble also drew attention to a training course currently being arranged by the Wiltshire Association of Local Councils, which had received funding from the Council for the Protection of Rural England to do so. Candidates from the Council and wider Working Group were invited to come forward to attend.
12/13/030

Reports of representatives

The reports as circulated were noted and are appended to these Minutes. In addition, Mr May noted the arrangements in hand for a ‘Concert for George’ on June 10, in memory of George Baker MBE, raising funds for the West Lavington Youth Club.
12/13/031
The Stage Post site

The Chairman referred to the circulated report of the Wiltshire Council conservation officer, rejecting the conclusions drawn in the developer’s formal heritage assessment. The Chairman sought the views of the Council as to whether it now had enough information to make a policy decision on its view for the future of the site, or whether an open mind should be retained pending public discussion at the Annual Parish Meeting. It was agreed that the Council would review the situation after the Annual Parish Meeting, to which the developer had been invited to make a presentation. A volunteer was sought to present the Wiltshire Council case to the attending audience.
12/13/032
Sandfield/Eastfield garages


The Clerk reported that Aster Homes had asked for an informal meeting to discuss its plans for removing some garaging on the estate and infilling those sites with additional affordable/social housing. The Clerk explained that Aster Homes had requested confidentiality for a short time, whilst sensitive approaches were made to their tenants likely to be affected. The Council now had an opportunity to examine the wider issues for the estate’s residents. Discussion centred on the effects of displaced parking in narrow streets, and possible removal of green spaces by the provision of additional open parking bays. It was agreed that this matter would also be discussed at the Annual Parish Meeting, to which Aster Homes had accepted an invitation to speak. 

12/13/033 2012/13 Budget review


The Clerk explained that a revised budget was now required due to the material reduction in the funds available to be brought forward from last year’s outturn, which would affect the resources now available.


The circulated revised budget was discussed, with options for various discretionary spending profiles considered. The budget as set out was agreed by all, subject to future virement should a review of priorities be required during the year.


The Clerk also explained that the Internal Auditor would be reporting the need to make clear the annual limits to expenditure empowered under the Local Government Act 1972, S. 137(4)(a). By formula calculation, the limit for this year is £6392, based on 940 electors. The Clerk undertook to report this calculation each year, as central government announced the index-based multiplier (set at £6.80 for this year).
12/13/034
Diamond Jubilee celebrations and purchase of benches


The Clerk reported that he had sought quotations, as requested by the Council at the last meeting. Two quotations were offered, one for two engraved benches, and one for one engraved bench with one plain bench. Both quotes were for more than the amount agreed in principal in the Corporate Plan, but after discussion this was felt to be containable. The Chairman put the choice to a vote, with Mr Page proposing and Miss Green seconding, with all agreed that one of each type of bench be purchased. Further discussion raised the question of security for the benches, giving rise to concern that the decision to purchase a plain bench might lay it open to theft. It was proposed by Miss Green, and seconded by Mr Jones, that both benches be engraved, making their theft less likely. On being put to the vote, 6 were in favour and 2 abstained. The Chairman confirmed the Council’s decision to purchase two engraved benches, with their location to be later agreed, and asked the Clerk to make the arrangements.
12/13/035
Review of Standing Orders and Financial Regulations


There were no proposals to amend either document.

12/13/036
Review of Terms of Reference of committees


There were no proposals for amendments.
12/13/037
Nominations to existing committees


The current nominations were agreed in continuation.

12/13/038
Review of nominations to external bodies


Nominations were agreed as below:

Dauntsey’s Aided Primary School:                           Mrs Evans;


Dauntsey’s Almshouses:                                            Miss Green;


Dauntsey’s School:                                                      Maj. Matters;


Devizes Community Area Parish Council Forum:   Mr Jones;

West Lavington Village Hall:                                     Mrs Evans;


Southbank Fund (Honorary Clerk):                          The Clerk.

It was agreed that the representative to the Devizes Area Board would rotate at each meeting, and the Clerk was asked to supply a list of dates.
12/13/039
Review of memberships of the Council and staff of other bodies


It was agreed that the Council would retain its membership of Community First, and the Wiltshire Association of Local Councils. It was also agreed that the Council would fund the Clerk’s membership of the Society of Local Council Clerks.
12/13/040
Review of policies


There were no proposals for amendment to any of the following policies:


Playgrounds management and the provision of play equipment;


Risk management;


Equalities and inclusion;


Complaints.


The Health and Safety Policy Statement was also re-signed by the Chairman on behalf of the Council, without amendment.
12/13/041 Review of policies and requests made under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and Data Protection Act 1998.


The Clerk reported that no formal approaches had been received under either provision in the last year, and that no amendments were proposed.

12/13/042 Proposed Grants policy


The Clerk explained the draft policy circulated and why it would assist the Council in its decision making should a grant request be received. It was proposed by Mrs Ford, seconded by Mrs Gamble, with all agreed, that the policy be adopted.

12/13/043 Proposed Community Engagement and Consultation policy


The Clerk explained the draft policy circulated and why it would assist the Council frame its community engagement activities. It also sets the framework within which specific issues may then be appropriately consulted within the community. It was proposed by Mrs Gamble, seconded by Mr Jones, with all agreed that the policy should be adopted.
12/13/044
Review of assets and the Asset Register


The Clerk presented the Asset Register as at the 2011/12 year-end, which is required for the external audit Annual Return. The Clerk noted that the entries are the same as last year, with the addition of four public benches not previously recorded. It was proposed by Mr Page, seconded by Mr Jones, with all agreed that the revised register be accepted.
12/13/045
Review of Insurances and to consider renewal terms


The Clerk reported receipt of the renewal documents for the Council’s insurances. The Internal Auditor had expressed an opinion that the Fidelity Guarantee cover should be increased to £11,000, which had already been accommodated in the revised documents received for this meeting. There were no other proposals for amendments. The Clerk was asked to make the renewal arrangements as proposed.
12/13/046
Setting dates, times, and place of ordinary meetings of the Council


All agreed that the Council should continue to meet on the first Thursday of each month except August, at 7.30pm, in the Giles Room, West Lavington Village Hall.

12/13/047 Planning matters


The Clerk reported one decision had been notified:

E/2012/0222/FUL Dauntsey’s School, installation of Solar PV panels. 


This application was approved, with conditions.


Four applications had been received:

E/2012/0393/TCA 5 Duck St, West Lavington – felling two trees (in which Mrs Gamble declared an interest, as neighbour, and took no part in the related discussion or decision)
E/2012/0419/FUL 14 Lavington Lane – extension to rear/ over garage to form dwelling (re-submission);

E/2012/0479/FUL 143 High St, Littleton Panell  - erection of log cabin;
The three above applications had no objections.
E/2012/0486/TCA 11 Duck Street, West Lavington – felling of trees and other tree/hedge work;


The Council considered that it had too little information on which to form a view, as there were a considerable number of trees to be felled. The Clerk was asked to apply for an extension of time, and for professional Trees Officer advice to enable the Council to form a view at its next meeting.

12/13/048
Disbursements


The Clerk explained the revised process, to be recommended by the Internal Auditor, for the examination of invoices and authorising of payments.

The following payments were duly authorised:


Chq No
              £




1106       Community First (subscription)                                       36.00


1107       AlphaPrint.Me (leaflet printing)                                    120.00

1108       Meika Ltd (Jubilee Marquee re Area Board)               363.85


1109       West Lavington Youth Club (S.137,1st grant)            1500.00


1110       Society of Local Council Clerks (subscription)               97.00


1111       Aon Insurance                                                                 1359.30


1112       Wiltshire Association of Local Councils (subs)            372.73


1113       Wiltshire Council (grass cutting)                                    379.50


1114       P Baxter (expenses – website, stationery, travel)      131.87 


1115       F Coles (waste bins)                                                           50.00

12/13/049
Correspondence and circulars received

The Clerk reported that the Area Board had declined the grant request for the Jubilee Trail, made in partnership with Market Lavington Parish Council. The Area Board did suggest that their new Small Grants Scheme might be more appropriate and encouraged one of the two councils to apply. It was agreed that Market Lavington Parish Council should lead with this opportunity.
12/13/050
Annual Parish Meeting arrangements


The proposed agenda and likely timings for participants were agreed, and catering arrangements discussed.

12/13/051
Date of next meeting


The next meeting was set for Thursday 7 June.

12/13/052 Items of Maintenance and roadworks update


The Clerk reported receipt of the quarterly Playgrounds External Inspection report, noting the theft of more bolts from the Youth Shelter framework. The Clerk undertook to consider any repairs that might be required.


No update had been received from the roadworks project manager for inclusion at this meeting.
12/13/053 Key messages


The key messages for inclusion in the next edition of News and Views magazine were agreed to be the security implications arising from insecure sheds and of heating oil.


         The meeting closed at 9.30pm

Signed…………………………………………………..……………. (Chairman)  7 June 2012
MINUTE ITEM 12/13/030 



                                            APPENDIX
Village organisation reports,  May 2012

Dauntsey’s School

Numbers.  In the words of the famous Chinese proverb “May you live in interesting times”.  These times are certainly most interesting for many, in particular those involved in private education.  The recession, uncertainty over the future, cuts in the public sector generally and in the Armed Forces in particular all add up to a challenging landscape.  However, Dauntsey’s School is looking healthy with numbers only slightly below the maximum recorded.  There are inevitably areas of concern, but none that cause loss of sleep. That said, much could change between now and September, and until the start of the Autumn term there will be some crossing of fingers over the numbers of starters.

Estate.  As always much work has been undertaken to improve the infrastructure.  Recent significant development work includes the completion of the final phase of the Science Block rebuild, the completion of the ornamental gates at the main entrance, and the installation of three Photovoltaic arrays at different sites in the grounds of the main school.

Recent Events.  The last term alone saw two ‘firsts’; The Autumn term production of Miss Saigon was outstanding, so much so that the well-known impresario Cameron Macintosh offered the school a West End location for a re-run in February.  Also the Under 15 Rugby team won the final of the Daily Mail/RBS Vase competition.  The series of high-profile lecturers continue to visit the school, and are always interesting and often amusing.  Anne Widdecombe was my favourite!

Change of Headmaster.
Last year the Headmaster, Mr Stewart Roberts, resigned after 15 years at the school.  During his tenure as Head, the school’s reputation has soared, not only in academic circles, but also in the fields of sport, drama, music and outdoor pursuits.  He will be much missed by generations of pupils, parents and staff.  His successor, Mr Ben Lascelles, from the Kings School, Canterbury, will arrive in September.

R Matters
West Lavington Village Hall

Annual  General  Meeting was held on 17th April 2012. The Chairman outlined the improvements in booking system, and various maintenance jobs undertaken, including the hall floor, painting Giles room, ladies and disabled toilets etc; also discussions over the year about the redevelopment or improvement to the hall and it was suggested that a questionnaire could be distributed at the Jubilee day event in June to gain villagers’ views.

Finances – trading loss over the year of £2000, although reserves holding up.  Expenditure on repairs to Gents’ toilet ceiling, repainting and hall floor.   Electricity is being monitored to ensure correct rate is set and income checked against usage.  Worton & Cheverell Football Club still in arrears with payment for changing rooms hire, ongoing.  Some meaningful fundraising will need to be undertaken in next  12-18 months.

Election of Officers   – 

Chair – Malcolm Johnson, Secretary - Mike May, Treasurer – Su Newson

J Ford (Retiring Chair)

Neighbourhood Watch

I am sad to report the retirement of Mr Patrick Suther who provided the crime statistics and other relevant information that I was able to circulate on a regular basis to Neighbourhood Watch representatives in the villages.  He did this on a voluntary basis and to date he has no successor.

P.C. Milne has recently moved on and is now working in Trowbridge.  We eagerly await his replacement.

The reported incidents of crime remain relatively low in our area but we remain vigilant in continuing to circulate any information I get from the Police which is also made available on the Parish website.

Neighbourhood Watch will be taking part in the Village Care and Link’s planned Jubilee celebration event where anyone interested in starting a scheme can sign up.

J Collins

Community Speedwatch

The training of three new volunteers took place at the beginning of April, at the West Lavington village hall and at the roadside of the A360 and its junction with Sandfield.

This training session was also attended by the volunteers who were trained in January enabling them to have more time operating and setting up the speed monitoring equipment, thereby gaining more experience.

Our presence (on the day) was noted at the side of the road, by locals and we have had other people express an interest in becoming involved.

The villages of Littleton Panell and West Lavington have now been assigned to a speedwatch group and our first community speedwatch session will take place in May.
D Wood
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