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telephone: 01380 813943

Whilst researching a book about the people who are remembered on our war memorial, I came across a lot of people with West Lavington connections, who were killed in the Great War, but who were not listed on our war memorial. Further investigation found that most of them were included on a memorial elsewhere in the UK, as well as the Commonwealth War Graves memorials where they fell.

Following the end of the War, there was no particular system for obtaining names to go on a local memorial. It was all done by word of mouth and local knowledge, and as a result, some of the people on our memorial are there because the widow or parents happened to be living here at the time, although the casualty may not have lived here at all. The same applies to our West Lavington men, whose widows or parents were living away from the village after the war.

I checked each casualty with West Lavington connections, and when I had established that they were on a memorial somewhere, and are therefore remembered each year, I was satisfied. However there are three people for whom it has not been possible to confirm that they have been recorded on a war memorial in this country. It is possible that they are recorded somewhere, but it is also possible that they are not, and that when the annual roll call is made for us to remember their sacrifice, these three may well be forgotten.

So the Parish Council, with the support of the British Legion, has kindly agreed to add the three names to the memorial, and I thought you might like to hear their stories.

You will see that one was born here, one died here, and the other may never have set foot in the village, but they all have a connection with our village and deserve to be remembered by us.
IF ANYONE HAS ANY INFORMATION ABOUT OR PHOTOGRAPHS OF ANY OF THE PEOPLE NAMED ON OUR WEST LAVINGTON WAR MEMORIAL, PLEASE GET IN TOUCH WITH ME.
Lyn Dyson

2nd June 2013



