WEST LAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING STEERING GROUP MEETING 16 OCTOBER 2014, 7.30PM
        IN THE GILES ROOM, WEST LAVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
                                                                                MINUTES                                                                                             
Present: Cllr S Gamble (Chairman); Mr N Barnes; Mr S Barr; Cllr S Coxhead; Mr G Evans; Miss E Hinton; Miss S Newson; Mr P Rayner; Mr C Thorne.
Apologies:  Mr C Barker-Wyatt; Cllr E Evans; Cllr M May; Mr J Miles-Hobbs; Cllr M Page; Rev. P Strowger
Also present: Cllr R Gamble [WC]; P Baxter (Clerk).

ACTION
14/15/007
Minutes of the last meeting

                    The minutes of the last meeting, amended from those circulated, were agreed and signed by the Chairman. 
14/15/008
Core Group update

The Chairman reported that, following the launch of Wiltshire Council's settlement boundary review consultation at the end of August, the Core Group had considered the proposals in order that the Parish Council as the consultee could be advised. On 7 October the Core Group had also met to plan the agenda for this Steering Group meeting.
14/15/009 Site assessment

Mr Thorne explained the revisions to Appendix C of the Scoping Report, as produced by the Consultant since the last meeting. The revision had split the criteria into 5 numbered groups, which can be scored and potentially weighted to assist in final site selection. Concern was expressed that some of the criteria in the ‘Other’ Group could be absorbed elsewhere. It was agreed to move the Road Safety issue into Group 1 (Practical Implementation). Mr Barr proposed, seconded by Mr Coxhead and with all agreed that rather than disseminate the remaining ‘Other Criteria’ items to other groups that the heading of the Group be changed to ‘Criteria for consideration at site specific proposal stage’ and take this Group out of the initial scoring exercise, using it only once detailed proposals are tabled by a developer or owner.


Mr Thorne explained how a weighting function could be added to the process, with a range of scores representing importance or desirability of each Group. An exercise was conducted to test the practicality of this proposal, which would need further consideration once initial feedback was received from the consultant. The exercise results are at Appendix A.
14/15/010 Exclusion criteria


Mr Thorne explained that objectivity and evidence was essential, presenting a map showing the effect of applying the agreed exclusion criteria to the parish land area. The ability of a developer to propose a small development on a large field, the area of which would be otherwise excluded by the criteria was queried. However, the proximity to the settlement boundary, issues with boundary delineation, overall numbers of housing units required within the Plan lifetime together with the Plan’s purpose of directing specific areas for development arose as controlling factors. It was noted that the mapped ‘Limits of development’ would not become a new settlement boundary. After representations from Mr Coxhead, the Chairman confirmed that the map needs to remain confidential until all the Members of the Group had received an explanation as to its use.
14/15/011 Policies development


Mr Thorne explained that the Plan would need to contain a number of Policies that set out how the community wish to see development constructed, be that by design, materials, layout, views and setting, building performance, parking provision or similar. The Scoping Report set out many of these issues that can be used as a baseline. Members were invited to forward suggestions to the Clerk for assimilation into a working draft of the Plan, which now needs preparing.
14/15/012 Plan writing


The Chairman noted that although the actual writing of the draft Plan would for practical purposes be done by one or two people, the whole Group needs to be involved in editing and shaping the script. Mr Thorne has already produced a template for chapter layout, and the Clerk noted that there are now many examples on national advisory websites. Mr Thorne and the Clerk undertook to review previously produced documents for use in preparing an initial draft.
 14/15/013 Next steps


 The Chairman noted that the grant funding had to be used before the calendar year-end. Review of the site selection process by the Consultant would therefore be necessary at a further meeting of the Steering Group in w/b 8 December.
14/15/014 Next meeting

 To be confirmed for a date w/b 8 December.  Signed…………………………….………. (Chairman)   2014










                APPENDIX A

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STEERING GROUP

WEIGHTING EXERCISE, 16 OCTOBER 2014

TASK: To apply a 1-5 weighting for importance or desirability to each of five groups of criteria, to be applied to scores for inclusion in site allocation process, where:

1= not very important or desirable

2= fairly important or desirable

3= important or desirable;

4= very important or desirable

5 = essential

                                          WEIGHT  

	GROUP
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	1
	
	
	
	xx
	xxxxxxx

	2
	x
	
	xxxxxx
	xx
	

	3
	
	
	xxxxx
	xxx
	x

	4
	
	x
	xxx
	xx
	xxx

	5
	
	
	xx
	xxxxxx
	x


GROUPS:

1
PRACTICAL IMPLEMENTATION CRITERIA  
2
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION CRITERIA

3
DISTANCES TO FACILITIES CRITERIA  

4
LANDSCAPE AND VIEWS CRITERIA

5
VILLAGE CHARACTER AND HERITAGE CRITERIA





















































































