Parish Annual Meeting					28th May 2025
Report from the Chair

The Parish Council is made up of 11 volunteers who give their time to help and protect our village and our community. Our Council currently has vacancies and we would like to encourage anyone interested to think about joining our group.
The Parish Council meetings are held monthly, on the first Thursday and are open to the public. There is always a forum for villagers to raise issues to the council at the beginning of the meeting. If you have a concern about the village you can raise it at this forum. If you are applying for planning permission come and discuss it, we will be glad to contribute, we can tell you what will be supported and what won’t be.
Within the council we have a number of working groups that look after our village today and plan for tomorrow. Councillors will tell you about their work and some of the groups after I sit down
In other news.
Our Remembrance Avenue, sits above the village at the top of Rams Cliffe. Last year we reported that the wooden gates at the entrance to the avenue had been stolen. They were replaced, and the words West Lavington Remembrance Avenue carved and burnt into them. So this year thieves have stolen the metal gate at the rear of the avenue.
Earlier this year the Royal Artillery Hunt were seen in the avenue and there was lots of speculation and nonsense made up on social media about it. The truth is they entered accidently because the gate had been pinched, and once they released where they were they left immediately and caused no damage. The lesson it taught me is that keyboard warriors on social media never let the facts get in the way of a story.
Resurfacing work in the area continues although those of us who were trying to understand exactly when the A360 was being closed were confused and taken by surprise. Current signage indicates the A360 will close again, but I’m not even going to try and understand when, as the sign says weather dependent. The good news is that work to repair the B3098 Lavington Lane to Easterton is underway at last. There are closures but hopefully it improves things for our neighbours, and for us.
Our project to erect Speed Indicator Devices in the village nears completion, in fact we have a post in Littleton Panell bus stop. We are just in the process of buying the devices
And more traffic news the Lavington Lane crossing is finished. I have nothing more to add.
The houses on the site of the old hedges house are close to completion and look very nice, residents are due very soon and Aster expect occupation in June. You will have seen that Hedges House contractors have been parking at the village hall. The parish council negotiated a fee for the use of the car park of £6,000, which was donated to the Village Hall to help with some small upgrades to improve features and comfort and make the hall more attractive to hirers. In fact you are sitting on chairs paid for by the parish council and we hope you enjoy the extra comfort.
Sewerage leak into Semmington Brook reported in 2023 continues. This is a fault in the sewer pipes. During heavy rain the sewer at the bottom of Russell Mill Lane bursts out of a manhole and floods the brook. We were able to give our MP a tour of the site and it now features in his diary for monitoring pollution. Wessex Water are relining the pipeline and work on that restarts again in August.
One of the key things the Parish Council does, is give grants. It is one of the nicer tasks we have to do, as they are focused on organisations that help and are in the local community. We award grants twice a year in May and November. Don’t forget it’s your money we are using so it is important for the whole community.
Last year we gave a grant to the Youth Club and will hopefully continue to support them this year. They are our largest regular grant recipient and Councillors all feel that supporting young people to develop is important for us to be involved with.
The Village hall is also a recipient, did I mention the chairs? Well look up folks because you paid for the heating as well.
Other recipients. Streetscene, hopefully you have seen the new planters in the village. A Parish Council grant plus the generosity of Jewsons who supplied the materials and Devizes Mens Shed, who built them. Give a bit of colour and beautify our village.
Then the Friendship Club, supporting older residents and providing trips out for excursions and shopping. Supporting older residents is equally important as supporting younger ressidents 
This year the only applicant in May 2025 was Citizens Advice an important support group to whom we gave a grant of £150.
I want to speak about Defibs for a moment. This April the ambulance service gifted 3 of them (Rutts Lane, Village Hall and Littleton Panell bus stop) to the Parish Council. It means we are now responsible for the maintenance and checks. This is far cheaper that the support fee we used to pay and represents a saving of around £2,000 over 3 years. The one at the crossroads is still owned by SWA so we have the benefit of still be able to receive training on use as well as saving much needed money
That ends the formality of the Chairs report, I’ll now invite some of our Councilors to explain some of the initiatives they lead on.
